
Social Ills of Our Modern World

Introduction

This book examines the major social problems facing 

the United States today.  From income inequality and 

poverty  to  discrimination  and  environmental 

destruction,  we  will  explore  the  causes  and 

consequences  of  these  issues  and  consider  potential 

solutions.

The  United  States  is  a  nation  of  immigrants,  and 

immigration has  played a  major  role  in  shaping our 

history  and  culture.  However,  immigration  has  also 

been a source of tension and conflict. In recent years, 

there has been a rise in anti-immigrant sentiment, and 

the Trump administration has implemented a number 

of  policies  that  have  made  it  more  difficult  for 

immigrants to enter and live in the United States. These 

policies have had a devastating impact on immigrant 
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communities, and they have also divided the country 

along racial and ethnic lines.

Racism  is  another  major  problem  facing  the  United 

States.  Despite  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in 

recent  decades,  racism  continues  to  exist  in  many 

forms, from overt discrimination to more subtle forms 

of bias.  Racism has a negative impact on the lives of 

people of  color,  and it  also undermines the fabric of 

our society.

Gender inequality is another persistent problem in the 

United States. Women continue to face discrimination 

in  the  workplace,  in  the  home,  and  in  the  political 

arena. They are paid less than men for the same work, 

they  are  less  likely  to  be  promoted  to  leadership 

positions,  and  they  are  more  likely  to  be  victims  of 

violence.  Gender  inequality  harms  women and girls, 

and it also holds back our society as a whole.

Poverty is  a  major problem facing the United States. 

Millions of Americans live in poverty, and they often 
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lack access to basic necessities such as food, housing, 

and healthcare.  Poverty  has  a  devastating impact  on 

the  lives  of  individuals  and  families,  and  it  also 

undermines the strength of our economy.

These are just some of the major social problems facing 

the United States today. These problems are complex 

and there are no easy solutions. However, by working 

together,  we  can  create  a  more  just  and  equitable 

society for all.
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Book Description

In  Social Ills of Our Modern World,  we take an in-

depth  look  at  the  major  social  problems  facing  the 

United  States  today.  From  income  inequality  and 

poverty  to  discrimination  and  environmental 

destruction, we explore the causes and consequences 

of these issues and consider potential solutions.

This  book is  designed to  help  readers  gain  a  deeper 

understanding of the social problems that exist in the 

United States and around the world. It is written in a 

clear and accessible style,  and it  is packed with real-

world examples and case studies.

We examine the history of immigration in the United 

States and the challenges facing immigrants today. We 

also explore the roots of racism and gender inequality, 

and  we  discuss  the  impact  of  these  issues  on 

individuals and society as a whole.
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We also look at the problem of poverty in the United 

States.  We  examine  the  causes  of  poverty  and  the 

devastating impact it has on individuals and families. 

We also consider potential solutions to the problem of 

poverty.

Finally, we discuss the importance of civic engagement 

and  the  role  that  individuals  can  play  in  creating  a 

more  just  and  equitable  society.  We  believe  that 

everyone has a responsibility to work towards a better 

future for all.

Social Ills of Our Modern World is an essential read 

for  anyone  who  wants  to  understand  the  social 

problems facing the United States today. It is a call to 

action for all of us to work together to create a better 

future for ourselves and for generations to come. 
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Chapter  1:  Social  Stratification  and 

Inequality

1. The Causes and Consequences of Income 

Inequality

Income inequality is a major problem facing the United 

States today.  The gap between the rich and the poor 

has been growing wider for decades, and it now stands 

at its highest level in nearly a century. This inequality 

has a number of causes, including:

 Globalization: Globalization has led to increased 

competition  for  jobs,  which  has  driven  down 

wages for many workers. At the same time, it has 

led to increased profits for corporations, which 

have  been  able  to  take  advantage  of  cheaper 

labor costs in other countries.

 Technology: Technological  change  has  also 

contributed  to  income  inequality.  Automation 

and  other  technological  advances  have 
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eliminated  many  jobs,  particularly  in 

manufacturing and other blue-collar industries. 

This  has  made  it  more  difficult  for  workers 

without a college degree to find good-paying jobs.

 Policy changes: Policy changes, such as tax cuts 

for the wealthy and the deregulation of financial 

markets,  have  also  contributed  to  income 

inequality. These policies have made it easier for 

the rich to accumulate wealth,  while making it 

more difficult for the poor to get ahead.

The  consequences  of  income  inequality  are  far-

reaching. It leads to:

 Poverty: Income inequality is a major cause of 

poverty. When the gap between the rich and the 

poor is large, it is more difficult for people at the 

bottom to move up the economic ladder.

 Social unrest: Income inequality can also lead to 

social  unrest.  When  people  feel  that  they  are 

being left  behind, they may become angry and 
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frustrated.  This  can lead to  protests,  riots,  and 

other forms of social unrest.

 Political instability: Income inequality can also 

lead to political instability. When people feel that 

the  system  is  rigged  against  them,  they  may 

become less likely to participate in the political 

process.  This  can  make  it  more  difficult  for 

governments to function effectively.

Income inequality is a serious problem that is having a 

negative impact on the United States. It is important to 

address  this  problem  by  implementing  policies  that 

promote economic opportunity for all.
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Chapter  1:  Social  Stratification  and 

Inequality

2. The Changing American Class Structure

The American class structure has undergone significant 

changes in recent decades. The middle class, which was 

once the largest  social  class in the United States,  has 

been shrinking,  while  the upper class  and the lower 

class have been growing. This has led to a widening gap 

between the rich and the poor, and it has made it more 

difficult for people to move up the economic ladder.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to 

the changing class structure. One factor is the decline 

of manufacturing jobs. In the past, manufacturing jobs 

were good-paying jobs that provided a stable income 

for  working-class  families.  However,  many  of  these 

jobs have been lost to automation and globalization. As 

a result, many working-class families have seen their 

incomes decline.
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Another  factor  that  has  contributed  to  the  changing 

class  structure  is  the  rise  of  the  service  economy. 

Service  jobs  are  typically  lower-paying  than 

manufacturing  jobs,  and  they  often  offer  fewer 

benefits. This has made it more difficult for people to 

earn a living wage.

The  changing  class  structure  has  had  a  number  of 

negative  consequences  for  American  society.  One 

consequence is that it has led to an increase in poverty. 

As the middle class has shrunk, more and more people 

have fallen into poverty. This has led to a number of 

social problems, such as homelessness, crime, and drug 

abuse.

Another consequence of the changing class structure is 

that it has made it more difficult for people to achieve 

upward mobility. In the past, it was possible for people 

to  move up the economic ladder through hard work 

and education. However, this is becoming increasingly 

difficult today. The gap between the rich and the poor 
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is growing wider, and it is becoming harder for people 

to break out of poverty.

The changing class structure is a major problem facing 

the  United  States  today.  It  is  a  problem  that  has  a 

number  of  negative  consequences  for  American 

society. It is a problem that needs to be addressed if we 

want to create a more just and equitable society.
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Chapter  1:  Social  Stratification  and 

Inequality

3.  Poverty  and Homelessness  in  the United 

States

Poverty and homelessness are major social problems in 

the United States. Millions of Americans live in poverty, 

and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  experience 

homelessness each year.

Poverty is defined as a lack of sufficient income to meet 

basic needs such as food, housing, and clothing. In the 

United  States,  the  poverty  line  is  determined  by  the 

government and varies depending on family size and 

composition. For example, in 2022, the poverty line for 

a family of four was $27,750.

Homelessness is defined as the condition of living on 

the streets or in temporary shelters. People can become 
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homeless for a variety of  reasons,  including job loss, 

eviction, domestic violence, and mental illness.

Poverty  and  homelessness  are  often  interconnected. 

People  who  live  in  poverty  are  more  likely  to 

experience  homelessness,  and  people  who  are 

homeless  are  more  likely  to  live  in  poverty.  Both 

poverty  and  homelessness  can  have  a  devastating 

impact on individuals, families, and communities.

People  who  live  in  poverty  are  more  likely  to 

experience  health  problems,  mental  illness,  and 

addiction.  They are also more likely to be victims of 

crime and violence. Children who grow up in poverty 

are  more  likely  to  do  poorly  in  school,  drop  out  of 

school, and become involved in crime.

Homelessness can also have a devastating impact  on 

individuals, families, and communities. People who are 

homeless  are  more  likely  to  experience  health 

problems, mental illness, and addiction. They are also 

more  likely  to  be  victims  of  crime  and  violence. 
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Children who experience homelessness are more likely 

to do poorly in school, drop out of school, and become 

involved in crime.

Poverty and homelessness are complex problems with 

no  easy  solutions.  However,  there  are  a  number  of 

things  that  can  be  done  to  address  these  problems. 

These  include  increasing  the  minimum  wage, 

expanding access to affordable housing, and providing 

more  support  for  people  who  are  experiencing 

homelessness.

By working together,  we can create a  more just  and 

equitable society for all Americans.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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