
The Wildest Heart

Introduction

In the heart of Vermont, amidst the tranquil landscapes 

and under the vast expanse of the sky, a story unfolds

—a story of transformation, healing, and the enduring 

power of the human spirit. From the depths of personal 

turmoil and the echoes of a troubled past, a sanctuary 

emerges,  a  place  of  refuge  and  inspiration  that 

nurtures  the  seeds  of  creativity  and  fuels  the 

imagination.

Rudyard  Kipling,  a  young  writer  on  the  cusp  of 

greatness, arrives in Vermont seeking solace and a new 

beginning.  Haunted  by  the  wounds  of  abandonment 

and the scars of a difficult childhood, he yearns for a 

place where he can escape the scrutiny of  fame and 

find  peace  amidst  the  simplicity  of  rural  living. 

Vermont, with its rolling hills, whispering forests, and 
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the quiet charm of its small towns, provides the perfect 

sanctuary  for  Kipling  to  heal  and  to  rediscover  the 

magic of storytelling.

As Kipling settles into his  new life,  he embarks on a 

journey of self-discovery and creative exploration. The 

natural beauty of Vermont seeps into his soul, igniting 

his imagination and inspiring him to create some of his 

most  enduring  works.  The  wild  landscapes,  the 

encounters  with local  characters,  and the solitude of 

his  rural  retreat  provide a backdrop for the birth of 

"The Jungle Books," a timeless classic that captures the 

essence  of  the  human  spirit's  resilience  and  the 

transformative power of imagination.

Through  the  lens  of  Kipling's  Vermont  years,  we 

witness  the  evolution  of  a  writer,  the  forging  of  a 

sanctuary, and the enduring legacy of literature. "The 

Wildest  Heart"  is  a  story of  hope,  resilience,  and the 

transformative power of the written word, a testament 
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to  the  human  spirit's  ability  to  find  solace  and 

inspiration even amidst the darkest chapters of life.

With  evocative  prose  and  vivid  imagery,  this  book 

paints a portrait of an artist seeking refuge, a sanctuary 

that  nurtures  creativity,  and  the  enduring  power  of 

stories to heal and inspire. It is a journey into the heart 

of the human spirit, a celebration of the imagination, 

and  a  reminder  of  the  transformative  power  of 

literature.

In these pages, readers will find not only the story of 

Rudyard  Kipling's  Vermont  years  but  also  an 

exploration of the universal themes of healing,  hope, 

and  the  enduring  legacy  of  the  written  word.  "The 

Wildest Heart" is an ode to the power of imagination, a 

tribute  to  the  resilience  of  the  human  spirit,  and  a 

celebration of the transformative power of literature.
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Book Description

In  the  heart  of  Vermont,  amidst  tranquil  landscapes 

and under the vast  expanse of  the sky,  "The Wildest 

Heart" unfolds—a story of transformation, healing, and 

the enduring power of the human spirit.

From the depths of personal turmoil and the echoes of 

a troubled past, Rudyard Kipling, a young writer on the 

cusp of greatness, seeks solace and a new beginning in 

the quiet corner of Vermont. Haunted by the wounds of 

abandonment and the scars of a difficult childhood, he 

finds  refuge  in  the  simplicity  of  rural  living,  where 

nature's  beauty  seeps  into  his  soul  and  ignites  his 

imagination.

As Kipling settles into his  new life,  he embarks on a 

journey of self-discovery and creative exploration. The 

wild landscapes, the encounters with local characters, 

and the solitude of his rural retreat provide a backdrop 

for the birth of "The Jungle Books," a timeless classic 
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that  captures  the  essence  of  the  human  spirit's 

resilience  and  the  transformative  power  of 

imagination.

"The Wildest Heart" is a story of hope, resilience, and 

the transformative power of the written word. Through 

the  lens  of  Kipling's  Vermont  years,  we  witness  the 

evolution of a writer, the forging of a sanctuary, and 

the enduring legacy of literature. It is a celebration of 

the  imagination,  a  testament  to  the  human  spirit's 

ability to find solace and inspiration even amidst the 

darkest  chapters  of  life,  and  a  reminder  of  the 

transformative power of literature.

With  evocative  prose  and  vivid  imagery,  this  book 

paints a portrait of an artist seeking refuge, a sanctuary 

that  nurtures  creativity,  and  the  enduring  power  of 

stories to heal and inspire. It is a journey into the heart 

of  the  human spirit,  an  exploration  of  the  universal 

themes of healing, hope, and the enduring legacy of the 

written word.
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In these pages, readers will find not only the story of 

Rudyard  Kipling's  Vermont  years  but  also  an 

exploration of the universal themes of healing,  hope, 

and  the  enduring  legacy  of  the  written  word.  "The 

Wildest Heart" is an ode to the power of imagination, a 

tribute  to  the  resilience  of  the  human  spirit,  and  a 

celebration of the transformative power of literature.
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Chapter 1: The Call of the Wild

Echoes of Kipling's Past

Kipling's  early  years  were  marked  by  both  privilege 

and pain. Born in Bombay, India, to British parents, he 

enjoyed a comfortable upbringing, surrounded by the 

trappings of colonial life. However, at the age of six, he 

was  abruptly  separated  from  his  family  and  sent  to 

England  to  live  with  foster  parents.  This  traumatic 

experience left deep emotional scars that would haunt 

him for the rest of his life.

Kipling's  foster  home  was  a  cold  and  unwelcoming 

place,  where  he  felt  isolated  and  alone.  He  was 

subjected to harsh discipline and denied the love and 

affection  he  craved.  These  experiences  fueled  his 

longing for escape,  a  yearning that  would eventually 

lead him to Vermont.

As a young man, Kipling traveled extensively, working 

as a journalist and honing his writing skills. However, 
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he  never  forgot  the  pain  of  his  childhood 

abandonment.  The  echoes  of  his  past  continued  to 

reverberate  within  him,  shaping  his  worldview  and 

fueling  his  desire  to  create  stories  that  explored  the 

themes of loss, longing, and the search for a sense of 

belonging.

Kipling's  Vermont  years  provided  him with  a  much-

needed sanctuary from the turmoil of his past. In the 

peace and tranquility of the Vermont countryside, he 

was able to heal his wounds and rediscover his creative 

voice. The natural beauty of his surroundings and the 

warmth of the local community helped him to find a 

sense  of  peace  and  belonging  that  he  had  never 

experienced before.

Despite  the  challenges  he  faced,  Kipling's  Vermont 

years were some of the most productive and fulfilling 

of his life. It was during this time that he wrote some of 

his most enduring works, including "The Jungle Books" 

and  "Captains  Courageous."  These  stories,  with  their 
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themes  of  resilience,  courage,  and  the  power  of  the 

imagination, continue to inspire readers to this day.
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Chapter 1: The Call of the Wild

A Yearning for Escape

Rudyard Kipling, a young writer of immense talent and 

burgeoning fame, found himself  yearning for escape. 

The  literary  high  life  of  London,  with  its  relentless 

demands and intrusive scrutiny, had become a burden 

he could no longer bear. He longed for a place where 

he could retreat, a sanctuary where he could heal the 

wounds of his troubled past and rediscover the joy of 

storytelling. It was this yearning for escape that led him 

to Vermont, a state known for its tranquil landscapes 

and simple way of life.

In the heart of Vermont, Kipling sought refuge from the 

pressures  of  fame  and  the  echoes  of  his  difficult 

childhood.  He  had  experienced  abandonment  at  a 

young age, sent away from his family to live in a foster 

home in England,  a  place he later  referred to  as  his 

"House  of  Desolation."  The  emotional  scars  of  this 
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experience ran deep, leaving him with a longing for a 

true home, a place where he could feel safe and loved.

Vermont, with its picturesque towns, rolling hills, and 

vast  expanses  of  wilderness,  provided  the  perfect 

sanctuary for Kipling.  It  was a place where he could 

escape  the  noise  and  distractions  of  city  life  and 

reconnect  with the natural  world.  The beauty of  the 

Vermont landscape soothed his troubled soul, offering 

him solace and a sense of peace he had never known 

before.

As  Kipling  settled  into  his  new  life  in  Vermont,  he 

began to  heal.  The  simplicity  of  rural  living  allowed 

him to shed the weight  of  his  past  and embrace the 

present moment. He found joy in the everyday rhythms 

of  life,  from  tending  to  his  garden  to  exploring  the 

nearby  forests.  The  natural  world  became his  muse, 

inspiring  him  to  write  some  of  his  most  enduring 

works.
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In  Vermont,  Kipling  found  the  escape  he  had  been 

yearning for.  It  was a place where he could heal his 

wounds, reconnect with his creativity, and rediscover 

the joy of storytelling. The state became his sanctuary, 

a place where he could find peace, inspiration, and a 

renewed sense of purpose.

12



Chapter 1: The Call of the Wild

Seeking Refuge in Vermont

Rudyard  Kipling,  a  young  writer  burdened  by  the 

weight of fame and the scars of a difficult childhood, 

sought refuge in the tranquil  landscapes of Vermont. 

He  yearned  for  a  place  where  he  could  escape  the 

scrutiny of  the literary world and find solace amidst 

the simplicity of rural living. Vermont, with its rolling 

hills,  whispering  forests,  and  the  quiet  charm  of  its 

small towns, provided the perfect sanctuary for Kipling 

to heal and rediscover the magic of storytelling.

Kipling's arrival in Vermont marked a turning point in 

his life and career. He shed the trappings of his former 

life  and  embraced  the  anonymity  of  a  small-town 

existence.  He  immersed  himself  in  the  local  culture, 

forming  friendships  with  farmers,  shopkeepers,  and 

other members of the community. The natural beauty 
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of Vermont seeped into his soul, inspiring him to write 

some of his most enduring works.

In the peace and tranquility of his Vermont sanctuary, 

Kipling found the space to confront the demons of his 

past. He revisited the themes of abandonment and loss 

that had haunted him since childhood, exploring them 

with newfound depth and insight. Through the process 

of writing, he began to heal the wounds of his past and 

to find a sense of inner peace.

Vermont became more than just a refuge for Kipling; it 

became a source of  inspiration.  The wild landscapes, 

the encounters with local characters, and the solitude 

of his rural retreat provided a backdrop for the birth of 

"The Jungle Books," a timeless classic that captures the 

essence  of  the  human  spirit's  resilience  and  the 

transformative power of imagination.

Kipling's  Vermont  years  were  a  time  of  profound 

transformation and creative renewal. In the sanctuary 

he found there, he was able to heal the wounds of his 
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past, rediscover the joy of storytelling, and create some 

of the most enduring works of literature.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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