
Catullus Revisited

Introduction

Catullus,  the  most  popular  of  the  Roman  poets,  is 

known for the accessibility of his witty and erotic love 

poems. But there is much more to Catullus than just his 

love  poetry.  He  was  also  a  brilliant  satirist,  a  keen 

observer  of  Roman  society,  and  a  poet  who 

experimented with new forms and styles.

Catullus  lived  in  a  time  of  great  political  and  social 

upheaval. The Roman Republic was in decline, and the 

city  of  Rome was  rife  with  corruption  and  violence. 

Catullus's poetry reflects the chaos and uncertainty of 

his  times.  His  poems  are  full  of  anger,  passion,  and 

despair.  But  they  are  also  full  of  beauty,  wit,  and 

humor.
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Catullus was a master of the short poem. His poems are 

often just a few lines long, but they pack a powerful 

punch. He uses simple language and imagery to create 

vivid  and  memorable  images.  His  poems  are  full  of 

surprises, and he often uses irony and satire to make 

his point.

Catullus's  poetry  has  had  a  profound  influence  on 

Western literature. He is considered one of the greatest 

Roman  poets,  and  his  work  has  been  imitated  and 

admired by poets  throughout  the  ages.  His  poetry  is 

still relevant today, and it continues to speak to readers 

of all ages.

Catullus's  life  and  work  are  a  fascinating  study  in 

contrasts. He was a man of great passion and intensity, 

but  he  was  also  a  keen  observer  of  the  human 

condition. His poetry is full of both joy and sorrow, love 

and hate, beauty and ugliness. He was a poet who lived 

life to the fullest, and his poetry reflects the full range 

of human experience.
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Catullus is a poet who deserves to be read and enjoyed 

by a wide audience. His poetry is challenging, but it is 

also rewarding. He is a poet who can make us laugh, 

cry, and think. He is a poet who can change our lives.
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Book Description

Catullus  Revisited  is  a  comprehensive  and accessible 

introduction to the life, poetry, and legacy of Catullus, 

the most popular of the Roman poets.

Catullus  lived  in  a  time  of  great  political  and  social 

upheaval. The Roman Republic was in decline, and the 

city  of  Rome was  rife  with  corruption  and  violence. 

Catullus's poetry reflects the chaos and uncertainty of 

his  times.  His  poems  are  full  of  anger,  passion,  and 

despair.  But  they  are  also  full  of  beauty,  wit,  and 

humor.

Catullus is best known for his love poems, which are 

addressed to a woman he calls Lesbia. These poems are 

full of passion and intensity. They celebrate the joys of 

love, but they also explore the pain of heartbreak and 

betrayal.

But  Catullus  was  also  a  brilliant  satirist  and  a  keen 

observer  of  Roman  society.  His  short  poems  often 
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skewer the  powerful  and the  corrupt.  He uses  irony 

and  wit  to  expose  the  hypocrisy  and  greed  of  his 

contemporaries.

Catullus's  poetry  has  had  a  profound  influence  on 

Western literature. He is considered one of the greatest 

Roman  poets,  and  his  work  has  been  imitated  and 

admired by poets  throughout  the  ages.  His  poetry  is 

still relevant today, and it continues to speak to readers 

of all ages.

Catullus Revisited offers a fresh and insightful look at 

Catullus's life and work. The book is written in a lively 

and engaging style, and it is packed with information 

and analysis. Catullus Revisited is the perfect book for 

anyone who wants to learn more about this fascinating 

and important poet.

Whether  you  are  a  student  of  classical  literature,  a 

lover  of  poetry,  or  simply  someone  who  is  curious 

about the ancient world,  Catullus Revisited is a book 

that you will enjoy and appreciate.
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Chapter 1: Catullus's Life and Times

Catullus's early life and education

Catullus was born in Verona, a city in northern Italy, in 

84 BC. His family was wealthy and well-connected, and 

he  received  a  good  education.  He  studied  grammar, 

rhetoric,  and  philosophy,  and  he  was  also  fluent  in 

Greek.

Catullus's  early  life  was relatively  carefree.  He spent 

his  time  studying,  writing  poetry,  and  enjoying  the 

pleasures of life. He was a member of a group of young 

poets known as the "neoterics," who were dedicated to 

experimenting with new forms and styles of poetry.

In  62  BC,  Catullus  traveled  to  Rome  to  further  his 

studies. He quickly became a part of the city's literary 

and  social  elite.  He  befriended  some  of  the  most 

famous poets and writers of his day, including Cicero 

and Virgil.
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Catullus's  time  in  Rome  was  also  a  time  of  great 

political upheaval. The Roman Republic was in decline, 

and  the  city  was  rife  with  corruption  and  violence. 

Catullus's poetry reflects the chaos and uncertainty of 

his  times.  His  poems  are  full  of  anger,  passion,  and 

despair.  But  they  are  also  full  of  beauty,  wit,  and 

humor.

Catullus died in Rome in 54 BC, at the age of thirty. He 

was a brilliant poet who left  behind a body of work 

that continues to be read and enjoyed today.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

Catullus's  poetry is  full  of  contrasts.  He writes  about 

love and hate, joy and sorrow, beauty and ugliness. He 

is a poet who is constantly exploring the extremes of 

human experience.

This is reflected in his use of imagery. Catullus often 

uses  light  and  dark  imagery  to  create  a  sense  of 

contrast. For example, in his poem "Lesbia's Sparrow," 
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he compares the sparrow to a "star of light" and a "little 

sun." But he also compares it  to a "little thief" and a 

"winged pest."

Catullus's  use  of  light  and  dark  imagery  reflects  his 

own complex and contradictory nature. He was a man 

of great passion and intensity, but he was also a keen 

observer of the human condition. His poetry is full of 

both  joy  and  sorrow,  love  and  hate,  beauty  and 

ugliness. He was a poet who lived life to the fullest, and 

his poetry reflects the full range of human experience.
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Chapter 1: Catullus's Life and Times

The  political  and  social  climate  of  Rome 

during Catullus's lifetime

Catullus  lived  in  a  time  of  great  political  and  social 

upheaval. The Roman Republic was in decline, and the 

city of Rome was rife with corruption and violence. The 

old aristocratic families were losing their power, and a 

new class of wealthy businessmen and politicians was 

rising  to  prominence.  This  led  to  a  great  deal  of 

instability  and  uncertainty,  as  the  different  factions 

struggled for control of the government.

One of the most significant political events of Catullus's 

lifetime  was  the  rise  of  Julius  Caesar.  Caesar  was  a 

brilliant general and politician, and he quickly became 

one of the most powerful men in Rome. He eventually 

became  dictator  of  Rome,  and  he  ruled  for  several 

years  before  he  was  assassinated.  Caesar's  rise  to 

power  was  a  major  turning  point  in  Roman history, 
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and  it  had  a  profound  impact  on  Catullus's  life  and 

work.

Catullus was a member of the equestrian class, which 

was the second-highest  social  class  in  Rome.  He was 

born  into  a  wealthy  family,  and  he  received  a  good 

education. He was also a talented poet, and he quickly 

gained a reputation for his wit and his sharp tongue. 

Catullus's poetry often reflects the political and social 

turmoil of his times. He writes about the corruption of 

the  government,  the  greed  of  the  wealthy,  and  the 

violence of  the streets.  He also writes about his own 

personal experiences, including his love for Lesbia and 

his grief over her death.

Catullus's poetry is a valuable historical document, as it 

provides a glimpse into the life and times of one of the 

most important periods in Roman history. His poems 

are also a testament to his own poetic genius, and they 

continue to be read and enjoyed by people all over the 

world.
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The  political  and  social  climate  of  Rome  during 

Catullus's  lifetime was one of  great  upheaval  and 

change.  The  old  aristocratic  families  were  losing 

their  power,  and  a  new  class  of  wealthy 

businessmen  and  politicians  was  rising  to 

prominence. This led to a great deal of instability 

and uncertainty, as the different factions struggled 

for control of the government.

One  of  the  most  significant  political  events  of 

Catullus's  lifetime  was  the  rise  of  Julius  Caesar. 

Caesar was a brilliant general and politician, and he 

quickly became one of  the most  powerful  men in 

Rome. He eventually became dictator of Rome, and 

he  ruled  for  several  years  before  he  was 

assassinated.  Caesar's  rise  to  power  was  a  major 

turning  point  in  Roman  history,  and  it  had  a 

profound impact on Catullus's life and work.

Catullus's  poetry  reflects  the  political  and  social 

turmoil of his times. He writes about the corruption 
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of the government, the greed of the wealthy, and the 

violence of the streets. He also writes about his own 

personal experiences, including his love for Lesbia 

and his grief over her death. Catullus's poetry is a 

valuable  historical  document,  as  it  provides  a 

glimpse into the life and times of one of the most 

important periods in Roman history. His poems are 

also a testament to his own poetic genius, and they 

continue to be read and enjoyed by people all over 

the world. 
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Chapter 1: Catullus's Life and Times

Catullus's relationships with other poets and 

intellectuals

Catullus  moved  in  a  circle  of  poets  and  intellectuals 

who shared his interests in literature, philosophy, and 

politics.  He  was  a  close  friend  of  the  poet  Gaius 

Valerius Catullus, who was also known as Catullus the 

Younger.  The  two poets  exchanged poems and often 

collaborated  on  literary  projects.  Catullus  was  also 

friends with the poet Cinna,  who was known for his 

innovative use of meter and language.

Catullus was also a member of the circle of intellectuals 

known as the Neoterics. The Neoterics were a group of 

young  poets  who  were  interested  in  experimenting 

with new forms and styles of poetry. They rejected the 

traditional  values  and  conventions  of  Roman  poetry 

and sought  to  create  a  new kind of  poetry  that  was 

more personal and expressive.
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Catullus's  relationships  with  other  poets  and 

intellectuals had a profound influence on his work. He 

learned from their example and was inspired by their 

ideas.  His  poetry reflects  the influence of  his  friends 

and contemporaries, and it is clear that he was part of 

a  vibrant  and  creative  community  of  artists  and 

intellectuals.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

Catullus's  relationships  with  other  poets  and 

intellectuals were not always easy. He was often critical 

of  their  work,  and  he  was  not  afraid  to  express  his 

opinions. He also had a falling out with Cinna, and the 

two poets  exchanged bitter  poems.  However,  despite 

these disagreements, Catullus remained a loyal friend 

and supporter of his fellow poets.

Catullus's  relationships  with  other  poets  and 

intellectuals  were  a  source  of  both  inspiration  and 

conflict. They challenged him to be a better poet, and 

they helped him to develop his own unique voice. His 
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poetry  is  a  reflection  of  the  complex  and  often 

contradictory relationships that he had with his friends 

and contemporaries.

The Legacy of Catullus's Relationships

Catullus's  relationships  with  other  poets  and 

intellectuals  have had a lasting legacy.  His  work has 

inspired generations of  poets,  and it  continues  to  be 

studied and admired today. Catullus is considered one 

of  the  greatest  Roman  poets,  and  his  work  is  an 

important part of the Western literary canon.

15



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

16



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: Catullus's Life and Times * Catullus's early 

life and education * The political and social climate of 

Rome  during  Catullus's  lifetime  *  Catullus's 

relationships  with  other  poets  and  intellectuals  * 

Catullus's travels * Catullus's death and legacy

Chapter  2:  Catullus's  Love  Poetry *  The  nature  of 

Catullus's love for Lesbia * The different types of love 

poems  Catullus  wrote  *  The  use  of  imagery  and 

symbolism in Catullus's love poetry * The influence of 

Catullus's  love  poetry  on  later  poets  *  The  enduring 

appeal of Catullus's love poetry

Chapter 3:  Catullus's  Short Poems *  The variety of 

topics covered in Catullus's short poems * The use of 

humor  and  satire  in  Catullus's  short  poems  *  The 

influence of Catullus's short poems on later poets * The 

enduring appeal of Catullus's short poems * Catullus's 

short poems as a reflection of his personality

17



Chapter  4:  Catullus  and  the  Modernists *  The 

similarities between Catullus and the modernists * The 

influence  of  Catullus  on  the  modernists  *  The 

modernist interpretations of Catullus * The continuing 

relevance of Catullus to modern readers * Catullus as a 

poet for our time

Chapter  5:  Catullus's  Influence  on  Western 

Literature * Catullus's influence on Roman literature * 

Catullus's influence on medieval literature * Catullus's 

influence  on  Renaissance  literature  *  Catullus's 

influence on modern literature * Catullus as a poet who 

has inspired generations of writers

Chapter  6:  Catullus's  Poetic  Technique *  Catullus's 

use of meter and rhythm * Catullus's use of language 

and imagery * Catullus's use of symbolism and allegory 

* Catullus's use of irony and satire * Catullus's use of 

humor

Chapter 7: Catullus's Legacy * Catullus's reputation in 

antiquity * Catullus's rediscovery in the Renaissance * 

18



Catullus's influence on modern poets * Catullus's place 

in  the  Western  literary  canon  *  Catullus's  enduring 

appeal

Chapter  8:  Catullus  and  Politics *  Catullus's 

involvement  in  politics  *  Catullus's  political  views  * 

Catullus's satire of political figures * Catullus's use of 

poetry  to  influence  politics  *  Catullus's  legacy  as  a 

political poet

Chapter 9: Catullus and Religion * Catullus's religious 

beliefs * Catullus's treatment of religious themes in his 

poetry  *  Catullus's  skepticism  towards  traditional 

religious  beliefs  *  Catullus's  use  of  mythology  in  his 

poetry * Catullus's legacy as a religious poet

Chapter  10:  Catullus  and  Philosophy *  Catullus's 

philosophical  beliefs  *  Catullus's  treatment  of 

philosophical  themes  in  his  poetry  *  Catullus's 

influence on later philosophers * Catullus's legacy as a 

philosophical  poet  *  Catullus's  enduring  appeal  to 

philosophers 

19



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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