
The  World  Aflame:  Misconceptions 

About The Great War

Introduction

The  world  stood  on  the  precipice  of  a  new century, 

brimming  with  hope  and  optimism.  The  Industrial 

Revolution  had  ushered  in  an  era  of  unprecedented 

progress  and  prosperity,  and  the  great  powers  of 

Europe  basked  in  the  glow  of  their  empires.  But 

beneath the surface, tensions simmered and rivalries 

festered. Alliances shifted like tectonic plates, and the 

seeds of conflict were sown.

In the summer of 1914, a spark ignited the tinderbox of 

Europe. Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria, heir to 

the  Austro-Hungarian  throne,  was  assassinated  by  a 

Serbian  nationalist  in  Sarajevo.  The  event  sent 
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shockwaves across the continent, and within days, the 

major powers were locked in a deadly embrace.

The Great War, as it came to be known, was a conflict 

of  unprecedented scale and ferocity.  It  was a war of 

attrition, a war of technology, a war of propaganda. It 

was a war that would change the world forever.

In the trenches of the Western Front, millions of young 

men fought and died in a seemingly endless cycle of 

slaughter.  The  Battle  of  the  Somme,  Verdun,  and 

Passchendaele became bywords for horror and futility.

But the Great War was not confined to the battlefields 

of Europe. It was a global conflict that touched every 

corner of the world. From the beaches of Gallipoli to 

the  deserts  of  the  Middle  East,  from  the  jungles  of 

Africa to the mountains of Armenia, the war raged on.

The Great War left an indelible mark on humanity. It 

claimed  the  lives  of  millions  of  people,  shattered 

empires,  and reshaped the  political  landscape of  the 
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world. It gave rise to new ideologies and movements, 

and it sowed the seeds of future conflicts.

The  World  Aflame  is  a  comprehensive  and  thought-

provoking examination of the Great War. Drawing on 

the latest scholarship and a wealth of primary sources, 

it offers a fresh perspective on one of the most pivotal 

events in human history.
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Book Description

In a world teetering on the brink of chaos, The World 

Aflame  tells  the  gripping  story  of  the  Great  War,  a 

conflict that reshaped the course of history.

From the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 

in Sarajevo to the signing of the armistice in 1918, this 

book takes  readers  on a  journey through one of  the 

most pivotal events in human history.

The  World  Aflame  is  a  comprehensive  and  thought-

provoking examination of the Great War, drawing on 

the latest scholarship and a wealth of primary sources. 

It offers a fresh perspective on the war's origins, major 

battles, and far-reaching consequences.

Readers will gain a deep understanding of the complex 

web of alliances and rivalries that led to the outbreak 

of war, as well as the strategies and tactics employed by 

the belligerents. They will also learn about the social, 
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political, and economic impact of the war, both during 

and after the conflict.

The World Aflame sheds new light on the human cost 

of  the  war,  exploring  the  experiences  of  soldiers, 

civilians, and leaders from all  sides of the conflict.  It 

also examines the war's lasting legacy, from the rise of 

fascism and communism to the creation of the United 

Nations.

The  World  Aflame  is  an  essential  read  for  anyone 

interested in history, politics, or war. It is a powerful 

reminder  of  the  devastating  consequences  of 

nationalism, militarism, and unchecked ambition.
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Chapter 1: The Guns of August

The Outbreak of the Great War

In the summer of 1914, Europe stood on the precipice 

of a cataclysm. Tensions between the great powers had 

been  simmering  for  years,  and  the  assassination  of 

Archduke  Franz  Ferdinand  of  Austria  on  June  28th, 

1914, was the spark that ignited the tinderbox.

Austria-Hungary,  backed  by  Germany,  issued  an 

ultimatum to Serbia, which was seen as responsible for 

the assassination. Serbia, supported by Russia, refused 

to comply with all of the ultimatum's demands. Within 

days,  the  major  powers  of  Europe  were  mobilizing 

their armies and preparing for war.

The outbreak of the Great War was a complex event 

with  a  multitude  of  causes.  Long-standing  rivalries 

between the European powers, imperial ambitions, and 

a web of  alliances all  contributed to the outbreak of 

hostilities.
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One of the key factors that led to the war was the rise 

of  nationalism.  In  the  late  19th  and  early  20th 

centuries,  nationalism  became  a  powerful  force  in 

European politics.  Nations competed with each other 

for territory, prestige, and power, and this competition 

often led to conflict.

Another factor that contributed to the outbreak of the 

war was the arms race between the European powers. 

In the years leading up to the war, the great powers of 

Europe engaged in a massive arms buildup, stockpiling 

weapons  and  preparing  for  a  possible  conflict.  This 

arms race created a climate of fear and suspicion, and 

it  made  it  more  likely  that  a  small  incident  could 

escalate into a major war.

The  assassination  of  Archduke  Franz  Ferdinand was 

the  immediate  trigger  for  the  outbreak  of  the  Great 

War, but the roots of the conflict ran much deeper. The 

war was the culmination of years of tension and rivalry 
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between the European powers,  and it  was a  tragedy 

that could have been avoided.
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Chapter 1: The Guns of August

The Schlieffen Plan and Its Failure

Germany's Schlieffen Plan was an audacious attempt to 

win a  quick  and decisive  victory  over  France  in  the 

opening weeks of the Great War. The plan was named 

after  its  creator,  General  Alfred  von  Schlieffen,  who 

had served as Chief of the German General Staff from 

1891 to 1906.

The Schlieffen Plan was based on the assumption that 

France  would  mobilize  its  army  more  slowly  than 

Germany.  Schlieffen  believed  that  if  Germany  could 

attack  France  through  Belgium  and  Luxembourg,  it 

could encircle and destroy the French army before it 

could fully mobilize.

The  Schlieffen  Plan  was  a  risky  gamble.  It  required 

Germany to  violate  the  neutrality  of  Belgium,  which 

was guaranteed by Britain. It also required Germany to 
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advance  through  difficult  terrain,  including  the 

Ardennes Forest.

Despite the risks, Schlieffen believed that the plan was 

necessary to ensure Germany's victory. He argued that 

a quick and decisive victory over France would knock 

France out of the war and allow Germany to focus on 

its eastern front against Russia.

The Schlieffen Plan initially succeeded. German forces 

quickly  overran  Belgium  and  Luxembourg  and 

advanced deep into France. However, the French army 

was able to retreat to Paris and regroup. The British 

Expeditionary Force also arrived in France and helped 

to halt the German advance.

The Battle of the Marne, which took place in September 

1914,  marked  the  end  of  the  Schlieffen  Plan.  The 

French and British forces counterattacked and forced 

the Germans to retreat. The Schlieffen Plan had failed.
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The  failure  of  the  Schlieffen  Plan  had  a  profound 

impact on the course of the Great War. It meant that 

the war would be a long and bloody stalemate. It also 

led  to  Germany's  increasing  reliance  on  submarine 

warfare,  which  eventually  brought  the  United  States 

into the war.
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Chapter 1: The Guns of August

The Battle of the Marne

The  Battle  of  the  Marne  was  a  turning  point  in  the 

Great War. It marked the end of Germany's Schlieffen 

Plan and prevented the Germans from capturing Paris. 

The battle also boosted the morale of the Allied forces 

and showed that Germany could be defeated.

The  battle  began  on  September  6,  1914,  when  the 

German army launched a massive offensive against the 

French  capital.  The  Germans  had  already  overrun 

Belgium and Luxembourg and were advancing rapidly 

towards Paris.

The  French  army  was  outnumbered  and  outgunned, 

but they fought back tenaciously. They were aided by 

the British Expeditionary Force, which had arrived in 

France just days before.

The  battle  raged  for  several  days,  with  both  sides 

suffering heavy casualties.  Finally,  on September 9th, 
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the  French  and  British  forces  launched  a 

counteroffensive. The Germans were forced to retreat, 

and the Battle of the Marne was over.

The Battle  of  the Marne was a major victory for the 

Allied  forces.  It  showed  that  Germany  could  be 

defeated, and it boosted the morale of the Allied troops. 

The battle also had a significant impact on the course of 

the  war.  It  forced  the  Germans  to  abandon  their 

Schlieffen Plan and adopt  a  more  defensive  posture. 

This gave the Allies time to regroup and prepare for a 

long and bloody conflict.

The Schlieffen Plan

The Schlieffen Plan was Germany's plan for a quick and 

decisive victory over France in the opening weeks of 

the Great War. The plan was named after its creator, 

General Alfred von Schlieffen, who had served as Chief 

of the German General Staff from 1891 to 1906.
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The Schlieffen Plan was based on the assumption that 

France  would  mobilize  its  army  more  slowly  than 

Germany.  Schlieffen  believed  that  if  Germany  could 

attack  France  through  Belgium  and  Luxembourg,  it 

could encircle and destroy the French army before it 

could fully mobilize.

The  Schlieffen  Plan  was  a  risky  gamble.  It  required 

Germany to  violate  the  neutrality  of  Belgium,  which 

was guaranteed by Britain. It also required Germany to 

advance  through  difficult  terrain,  including  the 

Ardennes Forest.

Despite the risks, Schlieffen believed that the plan was 

necessary to ensure Germany's victory. He argued that 

a quick and decisive victory over France would knock 

France out of the war and allow Germany to focus on 

its eastern front against Russia.

The Battle of the Marne and the Course of the War
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The  failure  of  the  Schlieffen  Plan  had  a  profound 

impact on the course of the Great War. It meant that 

the war would be a long and bloody stalemate. It also 

led  to  Germany's  increasing  reliance  on  submarine 

warfare,  which  eventually  brought  the  United  States 

into the war.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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