Southern Railway's Colossal Freight

Trains

Introduction

The Southern Railway was one of the most important
railroads in American history. It played a vital role in
the development of the American South, and its trains

carried both people and freight throughout the region.

The Southern Railway was founded in 1894, and its
headquarters were located in Atlanta, Georgia. The
railroad's network eventually spanned over 10,000
miles, and it served states from Virginia to Florida. The
Southern Railway was known for its efficient

operations and its well-maintained equipment.

The Southern Railway's freight trains played a major
role in the American economy. They transported

agricultural products, manufactured goods, and other
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commodities. The railroad also played a vital role in

the American war effort during both World Wars.

The Southern Railway was also a pioneer in the use of
diesel locomotives. In 1941, the railroad ordered its
first diesel locomotives, and by the end of the 1950s, the

railroad had completely dieselized its operations.

In 1982, the Southern Railway merged with the Norfolk
and Western Railway to form the Norfolk Southern
Railway. The Norfolk Southern Railway is one of the

largest railroads in the United States today.

The Southern Railway's legacy lives on today in the
Norfolk Southern Railway. The Norfolk Southern
Railway continues to play a vital role in the American
economy, and its trains carry both people and freight

throughout the United States.



Book Description

Southern Railway's Colossal Freight Trains tells the
story of the Southern Railway, one of the most
important railroads in American history. From its
humble beginnings in 1894 to its merger with the
Norfolk and Western Railway in 1982, the Southern
Railway played a vital role in the development of the

American South.

Southern Railway's Colossal Freight Trains is more
than just a history of the Southern Railway. It is also a
story of the people who worked on the railroad, the
communities that it served, and the impact that it had

on the American economy.

Through archival research and interviews with former
Southern Railway employees, Pasquale De Marco has
pieced together a comprehensive and engaging account
of the railroad's history. Southern Railway's Colossal

Freight Trains is a must-read for anyone interested in



American history, railroads, or the Southern United

States.

Southern Railway's Colossal Freight Trains is
divided into ten chapters, each of which covers a
different aspect of the Southern Railway's history. The
chapters cover topics such as the railroad's network, its

locomotives, its freight operations, and its people.

Southern Railway's Colossal Freight Trains is
illustrated with over 100 black-and-white photographs,
which bring the railroad's history to life. The book also

includes a detailed bibliography and index.

Southern Railway's Colossal Freight Trains is a
valuable resource for anyone interested in the history
of the Southern Railway. It is also a fascinating read for
anyone interested in American history, railroads, or

the Southern United States.



Chapter 1: Southern Railway's Freight

Network

The Southern Railway's extensive rail

network

The Southern Railway's rail network was one of the
most extensive in the United States. It spanned over
10,000 miles and served states from Virginia to Florida.
The railroad's network was divided into three main
regions: the Eastern Region, the Western Region, and

the Southern Region.

The Eastern Region included the states of Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. The
Western Region included the states of Alabama,
Mississippi, Tennessee, and Kentucky. The Southern

Region included the states of Florida and Louisiana.

The Southern Railway's network was strategically

located to serve the major economic centers of the



American South. The railroad's lines connected the
major cities of the South, including Atlanta,
Birmingham, Charlotte, Jacksonville, Memphis, and
New Orleans. The railroad also had lines that

connected the South to the Midwest and Northeast.

The Southern Railway's network was essential to the
economic development of the American South. The
railroad's trains transported agricultural products,
manufactured goods, and other commodities
throughout the region. The railroad also played a vital
role in the American war effort during both World

Wars.

The Southern Railway's network was a major factor in
the railroad's success. The railroad's extensive network
allowed it to reach a large number of customers and to
transport a wide variety of commodities. The railroad's
network also gave it a competitive advantage over

other railroads.



The Southern Railway's network remains in operation
today as part of the Norfolk Southern Railway. The
Norfolk Southern Railway is one of the largest railroads
in the United States, and its network spans over 20,000
miles. The Norfolk Southern Railway's network

continues to play a vital role in the American economy.



Chapter 1: Southern Railway's Freight

Network

Major freight hubs and terminals

The Southern Railway served a vast and diverse
territory, and its freight hubs and terminals were
strategically located to handle the movement of a wide
variety of commodities. Some of the most important

freight hubs on the Southern Railway included:

e Atlanta, Georgia: Atlanta was the headquarters
of the Southern Railway, and it was also one of
its most important freight hubs. The city was
home to a large number of industries, and it was
also a major center for the distribution of
agricultural products.

e Birmingham, Alabama: Birmingham was
another major freight hub on the Southern

Railway. The city was home to a large steel



industry, and it was also a major center for the

distribution of coal and other raw materials.

Chattanooga, Tennessee: Chattanooga was a
major freight hub on the Southern Railway due
to its location at the intersection of several
important rail lines. The city was home to a large
number of industries, and it was also a major
center for the distribution of agricultural
products.

Cincinnati, Ohio: Cincinnati was a major freight
hub on the Southern Railway due to its location
on the Ohio River. The city was home to a large
number of industries, and it was also a major
center for the distribution of agricultural
products and manufactured goods.

New Orleans, Louisiana: New Orleans was a
major freight hub on the Southern Railway due
to its location on the Gulf of Mexico. The city was

home to a large number of industries, and it was



also a major center for the distribution of

agricultural products and manufactured goods.

These are just a few of the many freight hubs and
terminals that were located on the Southern Railway.
These facilities played a vital role in the movement of
freight throughout the American South, and they
helped to make the Southern Railway one of the most

important railroads in the United States.
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Chapter 1: Southern Railway's Freight

Network

Key commodities transported by the

Southern Railway

The Southern Railway transported a wide variety of
commodities, including  agricultural  products,
manufactured goods, and raw materials. Some of the
most important commodities transported by the

Southern Railway included:

e Cotton: Cotton was one of the most important
crops grown in the American South, and the
Southern Railway was a major transporter of
cotton to mills in the North and abroad.

e Tobacco: Tobacco was another important crop
grown in the South, and the Southern Railway
was a major transporter of tobacco to markets in

the United States and Europe.
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e Coal: Coal was a major source of energy in the
United States, and the Southern Railway was a
major transporter of coal from mines in the
Appalachian Mountains to power plants and
factories throughout the South.

e Iron ore: Iron ore was used to produce steel, and
the Southern Railway was a major transporter of
iron ore from mines in Alabama and Tennessee
to steel mills in the North.

e Manufactured goods: The Southern Railway
also transported a variety of manufactured
goods, including textiles, furniture, and
machinery. These goods were produced in
factories in the South and shipped to markets

throughout the United States.

The Southern Railway's freight trains played a vital
role in the American economy. They transported the
raw materials and finished goods that were essential to

the growth and development of the United States.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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