
The Persistent Problem

Introduction

In  the  tapestry  of  human  history,  the  story  of 

government's growth and expansion is an intricate and 

ever-unfolding narrative.  From the earliest city-states 

to  the  modern  nation-state,  the  trajectory  of 

governmental  power  has  been  a  defining  force  in 

shaping societies and determining the course of human 

civilization. In this book, we embark on a journey to 

explore  the  complex  forces  and  dynamics  that  have 

driven the growth of government,  particularly in the 

context of the United States.

The United States,  a  nation founded on the ideals  of 

individual liberty, limited government, and the pursuit 

of  happiness,  has  witnessed  a  remarkable 

transformation in its political landscape over the past 

century.  The  once-limited  role  of  government  has 
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gradually expanded into a formidable apparatus that 

touches  nearly  every  aspect  of  American  life.  This 

expansion has been fueled by a multitude of factors, 

including  national  crises,  economic  upheavals,  and 

shifting social and cultural norms.

This book delves into the critical junctures in American 

history that have served as catalysts for governmental 

growth. We examine the role of wars, depressions, and 

other national emergencies in propelling the expansion 

of  government  power.  We  analyze  how  these  crises 

have been exploited by politicians and bureaucrats to 

justify the accumulation of authority and the erosion of 

individual liberties.

We  also  investigate  the  insidious  manner  in  which 

government agencies and bureaucracies have grown in 

size  and  scope,  often  without  adequate  oversight  or 

accountability.  The  proliferation  of  regulations,  the 

expansion  of  executive  power,  and  the  rise  of  the 

administrative  state  have  raised  serious  concerns 
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about  the  erosion  of  democratic  principles  and  the 

concentration  of  power  in  the  hands  of  unelected 

officials.

Furthermore,  we  explore  the  impact  of  government 

growth on the American economy, society, and culture. 

We  examine  how  the  expansion  of  government 

spending,  taxation,  and  regulation  has  affected 

economic  growth,  job  creation,  and  individual 

prosperity. We also analyze how government policies 

have  influenced  social  welfare  programs,  education, 

healthcare, and other vital aspects of American life.

Ultimately, this book aims to provide a comprehensive 

understanding  of  the  forces  that  have  shaped  the 

growth  of  government  in  the  United  States.  By 

examining the historical, political, economic, and social 

factors  that  have  contributed  to  this  expansion,  we 

hope to shed light on the challenges and opportunities 

that lie ahead for American democracy.
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Book Description

In  a  time  of  unprecedented  challenges  and 

transformations,  this  book  offers  a  profound 

exploration of the forces that have shaped the growth 

of government in the United States. Delving into critical 

junctures in American history,  the author provides a 

comprehensive  analysis  of  how  national  crises, 

economic  upheavals,  and  shifting  social  norms  have 

fueled the expansion of governmental power.

With  meticulous  research  and  incisive  insights,  this 

book  unveils  the  insidious  manner  in  which 

government agencies and bureaucracies have grown in 

size  and  scope,  often  without  adequate  oversight  or 

accountability.  It  examines  the  proliferation  of 

regulations, the expansion of executive power, and the 

rise  of  the  administrative  state,  raising  serious 

concerns  about  the  erosion  of  democratic  principles 

and  the  concentration  of  power  in  the  hands  of 

unelected officials.
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Furthermore, the book explores the profound impact of 

government growth on the American economy, society, 

and  culture.  It  analyzes  how  the  expansion  of 

government  spending,  taxation,  and  regulation  has 

affected economic growth, job creation, and individual 

prosperity. It also examines how government policies 

have  influenced  social  welfare  programs,  education, 

healthcare, and other vital aspects of American life.

This  book  is  essential  reading  for  anyone  seeking  a 

deeper understanding of the forces that have shaped 

the  United  States.  It  provides  a  comprehensive 

overview  of  the  historical,  political,  economic,  and 

social  factors  that  have contributed to  the growth of 

government,  shedding  light  on  the  challenges  and 

opportunities that lie ahead for American democracy.

With  its  rigorous  analysis  and  thought-provoking 

insights,  this  book  is  a  must-read  for  scholars, 

policymakers,  and citizens alike.  It  offers a profound 

exploration  of  the  role  of  government  in  society, 
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challenging us to rethink our assumptions and consider 

new approaches to governance in the 21st century.

6



Chapter 1: The Seeds of Leviathan

The Rise of Big Government

The rise  of  big  government  in  the United States  is  a 

complex and multifaceted phenomenon that has been 

shaped by a variety of  historical,  political,  economic, 

and social factors. In this chapter, we will explore the 

key  factors  that  have  contributed  to  the  growth  of 

government  power  in  the  United  States,  with  a 

particular focus on the role of national crises, economic 

upheavals, and shifting social norms.

One of the most significant factors driving the growth 

of big government has been the occurrence of national 

crises, such as wars, depressions, and natural disasters. 

During times of crisis, the government is often called 

upon to take on new responsibilities in order to protect 

the  public  and  ensure  the  smooth  functioning  of 

society.  These  new  responsibilities  can  range  from 

providing  economic  relief  to  mobilizing  the  military. 
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Once  these  crises  have  passed,  however,  the 

government  often  retains  the  powers  that  it  has 

acquired,  leading  to  a  gradual  expansion  of  its 

authority.

Economic upheavals, such as the Great Depression of 

the  1930s  and the  financial  crisis  of  2008,  have  also 

played  a  role  in  the  growth  of  big  government.  In 

response  to  these  crises,  the  government  has  often 

implemented  new  policies  and  programs  aimed  at 

stimulating the economy and providing relief to those 

who have been affected. These policies and programs 

have often led to an increase in government spending 

and regulation,  which has in turn contributed to the 

expansion of government power.

Finally,  shifting  social  norms  and  values  have  also 

played  a  role  in  the  growth  of  big  government.  As 

society has become more complex and interconnected, 

there has been an increasing demand for government 

action to address a wide range of social problems, such 
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as poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation. 

This  demand  has  led  to  the  creation  of  new 

government  agencies  and  programs  aimed  at 

addressing  these  issues,  further  expanding the  scope 

and reach of government power.

The rise of big government has had a profound impact 

on American society. It has led to a significant increase 

in the size and scope of government, as well as a shift 

in the balance of power between the government and 

the  individual.  This  has  raised  concerns  about  the 

erosion  of  individual  liberty,  the  concentration  of 

power in the hands of the government, and the long-

term sustainability of the American political system.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Leviathan

The Impact of National Emergencies

National emergencies have served as potent catalysts 

for  the  expansion  of  government  power  throughout 

American history. In times of crisis, citizens are more 

likely  to  look  to  the  government  for  protection  and 

support.  This  can  lead  to  a  temporary  increase  in 

government authority, which can become permanent if 

the crisis is prolonged or if the government is able to 

exploit the situation to its advantage.

One of the most striking examples of this phenomenon 

is  the  growth  of  the  federal  government  during  the 

Civil  War.  In  order  to  prosecute  the  war  effort, 

President  Lincoln  and  Congress  took  a  series  of 

extraordinary  measures,  including  raising  taxes, 

borrowing  money,  and  suspending  habeas  corpus. 

These measures were initially accepted by the public as 
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necessary  to  preserve  the  Union,  but  many  of  them 

remained in place long after the war had ended.

A similar pattern can be seen in the aftermath of the 

Great Depression. In response to the economic crisis, 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt implemented a series 

of programs collectively known as the New Deal. These 

programs  were  designed  to  provide  relief  to  the 

unemployed,  stimulate  the  economy,  and reform the 

financial system. While the New Deal was successful in 

alleviating  some  of  the  suffering  caused  by  the 

Depression, it also resulted in a significant expansion of 

the federal government's role in the economy.

More recently, the 9/11 attacks led to the passage of the 

Patriot  Act,  which  gave  the  government  broad  new 

powers to surveil its citizens. These powers have been 

used  to  spy  on  innocent  Americans,  detain  people 

without  charge,  and  deport  immigrants  without  due 

process.  The  Patriot  Act  is  just  one  example  of  how 
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national emergencies can be used to justify the erosion 

of civil liberties.

National emergencies can also lead to the creation of 

new  government  agencies  and  departments.  For 

example,  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security  was 

created  in  response  to  the  9/11  attacks.  This 

department  is  responsible  for  coordinating  the 

government's  efforts  to  prevent  and  respond  to 

terrorist attacks. It has a budget of over $60 billion and 

employs over 240,000 people.

The  growth  of  government  power  during  national 

emergencies  is  a  serious  concern.  It  can  lead  to  the 

erosion  of  civil  liberties,  the  expansion  of  the 

surveillance  state,  and  the  creation  of  new 

bureaucracies  that  are  difficult  to  dismantle.  It  is 

important to be vigilant about the government's use of 

emergency powers and to ensure that these powers are 

not abused.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Leviathan

The Erosion of Individual Liberty

The  growth  of  government  power  has  always  been 

accompanied by a corresponding erosion of individual 

liberty.  This  is  because  the  more  power  the 

government has, the more it can restrict the actions of 

its citizens.

In the United States, this erosion of individual liberty 

has taken many forms. For example, the government 

has increasingly regulated the economy, which has led 

to  higher  prices,  fewer  choices,  and  less  economic 

freedom  for  individuals.  The  government  has  also 

expanded  its  surveillance  powers,  which  has  led  to 

concerns  about  privacy  and  the  erosion  of  civil 

liberties.

One  of  the  most  significant  ways  in  which  the 

government  has  eroded individual  liberty  is  through 

the expansion of the criminal justice system. In recent 
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decades, the government has passed a number of laws 

that  have  made  it  easier  to  arrest,  prosecute,  and 

convict people, even for minor offenses. This has led to 

a dramatic increase in the number of people who are 

incarcerated, which has had a devastating impact on 

families and communities.

The erosion of individual liberty is a serious problem 

that threatens the foundations of American democracy. 

It is important to be aware of this problem and to take 

steps to protect our individual liberties.

The Patriot Act and the Erosion of Civil Liberties

In the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the United 

States government passed the Patriot Act, which gave 

the  government  broad  new  powers  to  surveil  its 

citizens. This law has been criticized for violating the 

Fourth Amendment to the Constitution, which protects 

against unreasonable searches and seizures.
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The Patriot Act allows the government to collect phone 

records, email records, and other personal information 

without  a  warrant.  It  also  allows  the  government  to 

conduct  secret  searches  and  detain  people  without 

charge.  These  powers  have  been  used  to  target 

innocent  Americans,  including  Muslims,  immigrants, 

and political activists.

The Patriot Act has had a chilling effect on free speech 

and association. People are afraid to speak out against 

the  government  or  to  engage  in  political  activity  for 

fear  of  being  targeted  by  the  government.  This  is  a 

serious  threat  to  the  First  Amendment  to  the 

Constitution, which guarantees freedom of speech and 

assembly.

The Rise of the Surveillance State

The Patriot Act is just one example of the government's 

growing  surveillance  powers.  In  recent  years,  the 

government  has  also  developed  a  number  of  new 

surveillance  technologies,  such  as  facial  recognition 
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software and license plate readers. These technologies 

are  being  used  to  track  people's  movements  and 

activities, often without their knowledge or consent.

The rise of the surveillance state is a serious threat to 

privacy and civil liberties. It is important to be aware 

of these threats and to take steps to protect our privacy.

The Militarization of Law Enforcement

In recent years, there has been a growing militarization 

of  law  enforcement  in  the  United  States.  Police 

departments  have  acquired  military-grade  weapons 

and  equipment,  such  as  armored  vehicles,  assault 

rifles, and night-vision goggles. This militarization has 

led to a more aggressive and violent approach to law 

enforcement,  which  has  resulted  in  the  deaths  of 

innocent people.

The  militarization  of  law  enforcement  is  a  serious 

threat  to  public  safety.  It  is  important  to  hold police 
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departments  accountable  for  their  actions  and  to 

ensure that they are using their powers responsibly.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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