
Schooling for Justice

Introduction

Education  is  the  foundation  of  a  just  and  equitable 

society.  It  is  the  key  to  unlocking  opportunity, 

empowering individuals,  and creating a better world 

for all. Yet, for far too many children, the promise of 

education remains out of reach.

In Schooling for Justice, we explore the hidden ways in 

which the education system perpetuates inequality. We 

draw  on  longitudinal  interviews  with  mothers  of 

school-age  children  to  reveal  how  the  seemingly 

mundane tasks of getting kids ready for school, helping 

with  homework,  or  serving  on  the  PTA  can  have 

profound  effects  on  what  occurs  within  schools.  We 

show how these seemingly neutral activities are often 

shaped by race, class, and gender, and how they can 
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lead to unequal educational opportunities for children 

from marginalized backgrounds.

Our  research  uncovers  the  ways  in  which  mothers' 

work in the home and in the school has a direct impact 

on  their  children's  educational  outcomes.  We  show 

how  mothers'  efforts  to  support  their  children's 

education can be undermined by a system that is often 

unresponsive to their needs. We also highlight the ways 

in  which  mothers  can  challenge  the  status  quo  and 

advocate for change.

Schooling for Justice is a call to action for a more just 

and  equitable  education  system.  We  argue  that 

education is a public good that should be available to 

all children, regardless of their background. We offer 

concrete  recommendations for  how to create schools 

that are welcoming and supportive of all students. We 

also  call  on  parents,  educators,  and  policymakers  to 

work together to create a system that truly serves all 

children.
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We  believe  that  every  child  deserves  a  quality 

education. We hope that this book will inspire readers 

to join us in the fight for educational justice.
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Book Description

In Schooling for Justice, we explore the hidden ways in 

which  the  education  system  perpetuates  inequality. 

Drawing  on  longitudinal  interviews  with  mothers  of 

school-age  children,  we  reveal  how  seemingly 

mundane  tasks  like  helping  with  homework,  getting 

kids ready for school, or serving on the PTA can have 

profound effects  on what  occurs  within schools.  Our 

research shows how these activities are often shaped 

by race, class, and gender, and how they can lead to 

unequal  educational  opportunities  for  children  from 

marginalized backgrounds.

We uncover the ways in which mothers' work in the 

home and in the school directly impacts their children's 

educational outcomes. We show how mothers' efforts 

to  support  their  children's  education  can  be 

undermined by a system that is often unresponsive to 

their  needs.  We  also  highlight  the  ways  in  which 
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mothers can challenge the status quo and advocate for 

change.

Schooling for Justice is a call to action for a more just 

and  equitable  education  system.  We  argue  that 

education is a public good that should be available to 

all children, regardless of their background. We offer 

concrete  recommendations  for  creating  schools  that 

are welcoming and supportive of all students. We also 

call  on parents,  educators,  and policymakers to work 

together  to  create  a  system  that  truly  serves  all 

children.

This  book is  essential  reading for  anyone who cares 

about  education  and  social  justice.  It  is  a  powerful 

indictment of the current system and a roadmap for a 

better future.
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Chapter 1: The Foundation of Schooling

The Importance of Early Education

Early education is the foundation upon which all future 

learning  is  built.  It  is  during  these  early  years  that 

children develop the  cognitive,  social,  and emotional 

skills that they need to succeed in school and in life.

Research has shown that children who participate in 

early education programs are more likely to succeed in 

school.  They  are  more  likely  to  be  ready  for 

kindergarten,  to  score  higher  on  standardized  tests, 

and to graduate from high school.  They are also less 

likely to be retained in a grade or to drop out of school.

In  addition  to  academic  benefits,  early  education 

programs  also  provide  children  with  social  and 

emotional support. These programs help children learn 

how to interact with others,  how to resolve conflicts, 

and  how  to  manage  their  emotions.  They  also  help 
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children  develop  a  sense  of  self-confidence  and  a 

positive attitude towards learning.

The benefits of early education are clear. Children who 

participate  in  these  programs  are  more  likely  to 

succeed  in  school  and  in  life.  Yet,  access  to  early 

education  programs  is  not  equal  for  all  children. 

Children  from  low-income  families  are  less  likely  to 

have access to high-quality early education programs 

than  children  from  high-income  families.  This 

inequality  in  access  to  early  education  programs 

contributes to the achievement gap between children 

from different socioeconomic backgrounds.

We need to invest in early education programs for all 

children.  These  programs  are  essential  for  ensuring 

that  all  children  have  the  opportunity  to  succeed  in 

school and in life.

The Importance of Early Education:
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 Early education programs help children develop 

the  cognitive,  social,  and  emotional  skills  they 

need to succeed in school and in life.

 Children  who  participate  in  early  education 

programs are more likely to succeed in school, to 

score  higher  on  standardized  tests,  and  to 

graduate from high school.

 Early education programs also provide children 

with social and emotional support.

 Children from low-income families are less likely 

to  have  access  to  high-quality  early  education 

programs  than  children  from  high-income 

families.

 We need to invest in early education programs 

for all children. These programs are essential for 

ensuring that all children have the opportunity 

to succeed in school and in life.
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 Chapter  1:  The  Foundation  of 

Schooling

 The  Role  of  Parents  in  a  Child's 

Education

Parents play a vital role in their child's education. They 

are their child's first teachers, and they continue to be a 

major  influence  on  their  child's  learning  throughout 

their school years.

Parents  can  support  their  child's  education  in  many 

ways.  They  can  read  to  their  child,  help  with 

homework, and encourage their child to be curious and 

explore  new  things.  They  can  also  create  a  positive 

learning environment at home by providing their child 

with a quiet place to study and by setting limits and 

expectations.

Parents can also advocate for their child's  education. 

They can attend school  board meetings,  volunteer in 
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their  child's  classroom,  and  communicate  with  their 

child's  teachers.  They  can  also  work  to  improve  the 

quality of education in their community by supporting 

policies  that  promote  equity  and  access  to  quality 

education for all children.

The role of parents in a child's education is essential. 

Parents who are involved in their child's education can 

help their child succeed in school and in life.

How Parents Can Support Their Child's Education

There are many ways that parents can support their 

child's education. Here are a few tips:

 Read to your child every day. Reading is one of 

the most important things that parents can do to 

help their child succeed in school. Reading aloud 

to your child helps them develop language skills, 

learn  new  words,  and  understand  different 

concepts.
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 Help  with  homework.  Homework  can  be  a 

challenge for children, but it is an important part 

of  the learning process.  Parents  can help their 

child with homework by providing them with a 

quiet  place  to  study,  helping  them  understand 

the material, and encouraging them to complete 

their assignments.

 Encourage your child to be curious and explore 

new things.  Children are  natural  learners,  and 

they  are  always  eager  to  explore  new  things. 

Parents can encourage their child's curiosity by 

providing them with opportunities to learn about 

new things, such as taking them to the library, 

the museum, or the zoo.

 Create a positive learning environment at home. 

Children learn best in a positive and supportive 

environment.  Parents  can  create  a  positive 

learning  environment  at  home  by  providing 

their  child  with  a  quiet  place  to  study,  setting 
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limits and expectations, and praising their child's 

efforts.

 Advocate for your child's education. Parents can 

advocate for their child's education by attending 

school  board  meetings,  volunteering  in  their 

child's classroom, and communicating with their 

child's  teachers.  Parents  can  also  work  to 

improve  the  quality  of  education  in  their 

community by supporting policies that promote 

equity  and  access  to  quality  education  for  all 

children.
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 Chapter  1:  The  Foundation  of 

Schooling

 Creating  a  Supportive  Learning 

Environment

All  children  deserve  to  learn  in  a  supportive  and 

nurturing environment.  This  means having access  to 

qualified  and  experienced  teachers,  a  safe  and  well-

maintained school building,  and a curriculum that is 

relevant and engaging. It also means having a school 

community  that  is  welcoming  and  inclusive  of  all 

students.

Unfortunately,  not  all  children  have  access  to  a 

supportive learning environment.  Children from low-

income families,  children of color,  and children with 

disabilities are more likely to attend schools that are 

underfunded  and  overcrowded.  They  are  also  more 

likely to have teachers who are less experienced and 

less qualified.
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These disparities  in educational  opportunities  have a 

profound impact  on  children's  life  chances.  Children 

who  attend  underfunded  schools  are  more  likely  to 

drop out of  school,  to be unemployed,  and to live in 

poverty. They are also more likely to experience health 

problems and to be involved in crime.

Creating  a  supportive  learning  environment  for  all 

children is essential for creating a just and equitable 

society. All children deserve the opportunity to reach 

their full potential, regardless of their background.

How to Create a Supportive Learning Environment

There are  many things  that  can be done to  create  a 

supportive learning environment for all children. Some 

of the most important include:

 Investing  in  early  childhood  education. 

Research  has  shown  that  high-quality  early 

childhood education programs can have a lasting 

positive  impact  on  children's  educational 
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outcomes. These programs help children develop 

the skills they need to succeed in school, such as 

language  and  literacy  skills,  math  skills,  and 

social skills.

 Reducing  class  sizes. Small  class  sizes  allow 

teachers  to  give  each  student  more  individual 

attention.  This  is  especially  important  for 

students who are struggling or who have special 

needs.

 Providing  professional  development  for 

teachers. Teachers  need  ongoing  professional 

development  to  stay  up-to-date  on  the  latest 

teaching methods and to learn how to meet the 

needs of all students.

 Creating a safe and welcoming school climate. 

All students deserve to feel safe and welcome at 

school. This means having a school environment 

that  is  free  from  bullying,  harassment,  and 

discrimination.
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 Engaging  parents  and  families  in  their 

children's education. Parents and families play 

a  vital  role  in  their  children's  education.  They 

can  help  their  children  with  their  homework, 

encourage them to read, and provide them with 

emotional support.

Creating  a  supportive  learning  environment  for  all 

children is a challenge, but it is one that we must meet. 

By  working  together,  we  can  create  a  system  of 

education  that  is  just,  equitable,  and  provides  all 

children with the opportunity to succeed.

16



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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