
Perspectives of Community

Introduction

The concept of community is a multifaceted one that 

has  been  studied  by  scholars  from  a  variety  of 

disciplines. In general, community can be defined as a 

group of people who share a common identity, values, 

and goals. This sense of community can be based on a 

variety  of  factors,  such  as  geography,  ethnicity, 

religion, or occupation.

Communities can provide their members with a sense 

of  belonging  and  support.  They  can  also  provide 

opportunities  for  social  interaction,  economic 

development,  and  political  participation.  However, 

communities  can  also  be  sources  of  conflict  and 

division.
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In this book, we will explore the different dimensions 

of community. We will examine the role of community 

in shaping our identity, providing social support, and 

promoting economic development. We will also discuss 

the  challenges  facing  communities  today,  such  as 

crime, poverty, and environmental degradation.

Our goal is to provide a comprehensive understanding 

of community that will help readers to appreciate the 

importance of community in their own lives. We hope 

that this  book will  inspire readers to get  involved in 

their  communities  and work to  build  stronger,  more 

vibrant communities for all.

One of the most important things that communities can 

do  is  to  provide  their  members  with  a  sense  of 

belonging.  This  sense  of  belonging  can come from a 

variety of sources, such as shared experiences, shared 

values,  and shared goals.  When people feel  like they 

belong  to  a  community,  they  are  more  likely  to  be 
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engaged in their community and to work to make it a 

better place.

Communities  can  also  provide  their  members  with 

social support. This support can come in many forms, 

such as emotional support, informational support, and 

instrumental support. Social support can help people to 

cope with difficult times, to achieve their goals, and to 

live healthier lives.

In addition to providing a sense of belonging and social 

support,  communities  can  also  play  a  vital  role  in 

economic  development.  Communities  can  provide 

businesses with access to capital,  labor, and markets. 

They  can  also  create  a  supportive  environment  for 

entrepreneurship and innovation. When communities 

are  economically  prosperous,  they  are  better  able  to 

provide for the needs of their members.

However, communities can also be sources of conflict 

and division. This conflict can be caused by a variety of 

factors,  such  as  differences  in  values,  beliefs,  and 
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interests.  Conflict  can  damage  relationships, 

undermine  trust,  and  make  it  difficult  to  solve 

problems.

Despite the challenges,  communities  are essential  for 

human  well-being.  They  provide  us  with  a  sense  of 

belonging,  social  support,  and economic  opportunity. 

When  communities  are  strong,  they  can  help  us  to 

achieve our full potential.
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Book Description

Perspectives  of  Community explores  the  different 

dimensions  of  community,  examining  its  role  in 

shaping  our  identity,  providing  social  support,  and 

promoting economic development. It also discusses the 

challenges  facing  communities  today,  such  as  crime, 

poverty, and environmental degradation.

Pasquale  De  Marco argues  that  communities  are 

essential for human well-being. They provide us with a 

sense  of  belonging,  social  support,  and  economic 

opportunity.  When communities  are strong,  they can 

help us to achieve our full potential.

This book is a valuable resource for anyone who wants 

to learn more about community and its importance in 

our lives. It is also a call to action for all of us to get 

involved  in  our  communities  and  work  to  build 

stronger, more vibrant communities for all.
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Pasquale De Marco is a leading expert on community 

development. He has written extensively on the topic 

and has worked with communities around the world to 

help  them  build  stronger,  more  sustainable 

communities.

Perspectives of Community is a must-read for anyone 

who cares about community. It is a powerful reminder 

of the importance of community in our lives and a call 

to  action  for  all  of  us  to  get  involved  in  our 

communities and make a difference.

In this book, you will learn about:

 The different dimensions of community

 The role of community in shaping our identity

 The  importance  of  community  in  providing 

social support

 The role of  community in promoting economic 

development

 The challenges facing communities today
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 How  to  build  stronger,  more  vibrant 

communities

Perspectives of Community is a valuable resource for 

anyone  who  wants  to  learn  more  about  community 

and its importance in our lives. It is also a call to action 

for all  of  us to get  involved in our communities and 

work to build stronger, more vibrant communities for 

all. 
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Chapter 1: Community and Belonging

Defining community

Community is a group of people who share a common 

identity,  values,  and  goals.  It  can  be  based  on 

geography, ethnicity, religion, occupation, or any other 

shared characteristic.  Communities  can provide their 

members  with  a  sense  of  belonging,  support,  and 

purpose.

There are many different types of communities. Some 

communities are small and close-knit, while others are 

large  and  diverse.  Some  communities  are  based  on 

shared  interests,  while  others  are  based  on  shared 

experiences. No matter what type of community it is, it 

can provide its members with a sense of belonging and 

support.

A  sense  of  community  is  important  for  human well-

being. It can help people to feel connected to others, to 

feel  supported,  and  to  feel  like  they  belong. 
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Communities can also provide opportunities for social 

interaction,  economic  development,  and  political 

participation.

There are many different ways to define community. 

Some people define it as a group of people who live in 

the same place. Others define it as a group of people 

who share the same interests. Still others define it as a 

group  of  people  who  work  together  to  achieve  a 

common goal.

No  matter  how  you  define  it,  community  is  an 

important  part  of  human  life.  It  provides  us  with  a 

sense of belonging, support, and purpose. Communities 

can help  us  to  achieve  our  full  potential  and to  live 

happy and fulfilling lives.
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Chapter 1: Community and Belonging

The importance of community

Community  is  essential  for  human  well-being.  It 

provides us with a sense of belonging, social support, 

and  economic  opportunity.  When  communities  are 

strong, they can help us to achieve our full potential.

Sense of belonging

One of the most important things that communities can 

provide is a sense of belonging. This sense of belonging 

can  come from a  variety  of  sources,  such  as  shared 

experiences,  shared  values,  and  shared  goals.  When 

people feel like they belong to a community, they are 

more likely to be engaged in their community and to 

work to make it a better place.

Social support

Communities  can  also  provide  their  members  with 

social support. This support can come in many forms, 
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such as emotional support, informational support, and 

instrumental support. Social support can help people to 

cope with difficult times, to achieve their goals, and to 

live healthier lives.

Economic opportunity

In addition to providing a sense of belonging and social 

support,  communities  can  also  play  a  vital  role  in 

economic  development.  Communities  can  provide 

businesses with access to capital,  labor, and markets. 

They  can  also  create  a  supportive  environment  for 

entrepreneurship and innovation. When communities 

are  economically  prosperous,  they  are  better  able  to 

provide for the needs of their members.

Conclusion

Communities are essential for human well-being. They 

provide us with a sense of  belonging,  social  support, 

and  economic  opportunity.  When  communities  are 

strong, they can help us to achieve our full potential.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: Community and the Future

Creating thriving communities

Thriving communities are those that are able to meet 

the needs of their residents and provide them with a 

high quality of life.  They are characterized by strong 

social ties, a sense of belonging, and a commitment to 

working together to improve the community.

There are many factors  that  contribute to  creating a 

thriving  community.  Some  of  the  most  important 

include:

 Strong leadership: Thriving communities have 

leaders  who  are  committed  to  the  community 

and who are willing to work hard to make it a 

better  place.  These  leaders  are  able  to  inspire 

others to get  involved and to work together to 

achieve common goals.

 Community engagement: Thriving communities 

have  residents  who  are  engaged  in  their 
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community  and  who  are  willing  to  volunteer 

their  time  and  resources  to  make  it  a  better 

place.  This  engagement  can  take  many  forms, 

such  as  volunteering  for  local  organizations, 

attending  community  meetings,  and 

participating in community events.

 Economic  opportunity: Thriving  communities 

have a strong economy that  provides residents 

with  access  to  jobs,  housing,  and  other 

necessities.  A  strong  economy  also  helps  to 

attract  new  residents  and  businesses  to  the 

community.

 Social  cohesion: Thriving  communities  have a 

strong sense of social cohesion. This means that 

residents feel connected to each other and to the 

community as a whole.  Social  cohesion is  built 

through  shared  experiences,  such  as  attending 

community  events,  participating  in  community 

organizations,  and  working  together  to  solve 

community problems.
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Creating  a  thriving  community  is  not  easy,  but  it  is 

possible.  By  working  together,  residents  can  create 

communities  that  are  vibrant,  welcoming,  and 

supportive.

Here  are  some specific  examples  of  how to  create  a 

thriving community:

 Start a community garden: Community gardens 

are a great way to bring people together and to 

provide fresh, healthy food for the community. 

They can also  be used to  teach children about 

gardening and nutrition.

 Organize a community cleanup: A community 

cleanup  is  a  great  way  to  improve  the 

appearance  of  the  community  and  to  bring 

people  together.  It  can  also  be  a  good  way  to 

raise awareness about environmental issues.

 Start a community center: A community center 

can  provide  a  place  for  people  to  gather, 

socialize, and participate in activities. It can also 
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be used to offer services such as childcare, after-

school programs, and senior citizen programs.

 Support local businesses: Local businesses are 

the backbone of the community.  By supporting 

local businesses, you can help to create a strong 

economy and to keep money in the community.

 Get  involved  in  local  government: Local 

government plays a vital role in the community. 

By getting involved in local government, you can 

help to make decisions that affect the community 

and to  ensure  that  the  community's  needs  are 

met.

Creating a thriving community is an ongoing process. It 

requires the commitment of residents, businesses, and 

local government. However, the benefits of creating a 

thriving  community  are  worth  the  effort.  Thriving 

communities  are  places  where  people  want  to  live, 

work, and raise a family. They are places where people 
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feel connected to each other and to the community as a 

whole.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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