
The Agriculture Empire

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco  has  spent  years  researching  and 

writing about the American agricultural system. In this 

book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  a  comprehensive 

overview of  the  history,  present  state,  and future  of 

agriculture  in  the  United  States.  Pasquale  De  Marco 

covers  a  wide  range  of  topics,  including  the  rise  of 

agribusiness, the exploitation of migrant workers, the 

impact of climate change on water resources, the role 

of  government  in  agriculture,  the  challenges  facing 

agriculture, and the future of food production.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to 

understand the American agricultural system. Pasquale 

De Marco provides a clear and concise overview of the 

complex issues facing agriculture today.  Pasquale De 
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Marco also offers a vision for a more sustainable and 

just agricultural system.

In the first chapter, Pasquale De Marco provides a brief 

history  of  American  agriculture.  Pasquale  De  Marco 

discusses  the  transition  from  small-scale  farming  to 

large-scale  agribusiness.  Pasquale  De  Marco  also 

discusses the impact of technology on agriculture.

In the second chapter, Pasquale De Marco examines the 

role  of  labor  in  the  American  agricultural  system. 

Pasquale  De  Marco  discusses  the  exploitation  of 

migrant  workers  and  the  working  conditions  in 

agriculture. Pasquale De Marco also discusses the fight 

for farmworker rights.

In the third chapter, Pasquale De Marco examines the 

impact of climate change on water resources. Pasquale 

De Marco discusses the water crisis in California and 

the challenges facing agriculture in the face of climate 

change.  Pasquale De Marco also discusses the search 

for sustainable water sources.
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In the fourth chapter, Pasquale De Marco examines the 

role of government in agriculture. Pasquale De Marco 

discusses the farm bill  and its impact on agriculture. 

Pasquale  De  Marco  also  discusses  the  debate  over 

GMOs and the rise of organic farming.
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Book Description

The  Agriculture  Empire provides  a  comprehensive 

overview of the American agricultural system, from its 

origins  to  its  present  challenges  and  future 

opportunities. Pasquale De Marco covers a wide range 

of  topics,  including  the  rise  of  agribusiness,  the 

exploitation of migrant workers, the impact of climate 

change on water resources, the role of government in 

agriculture, the challenges facing agriculture, and the 

future of food production.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to 

understand the American agricultural system. Pasquale 

De Marco provides a clear and concise overview of the 

complex issues facing agriculture today.  Pasquale De 

Marco also offers a vision for a more sustainable and 

just agricultural system.

In The Agriculture Empire, Pasquale De Marco argues 

that  the  American  agricultural  system  is  at  a 
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crossroads. The industrial model of agriculture that has 

dominated the past century is no longer sustainable. It 

is polluting our environment, exploiting our workers, 

and undermining our health.

Pasquale  De  Marco  offers  a  vision  for  a  new 

agricultural  system  that  is  based  on  principles  of 

sustainability, justice, and resilience. This new system 

will  produce  food  in  a  way  that  protects  the 

environment,  supports  farmers  and  workers,  and 

nourishes our communities.

The Agriculture Empire is a call to action. It is a call to 

create a more sustainable and just agricultural system. 

This book is a must-read for anyone who cares about 

the future of food. 
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Agribusiness

The birth of industrial farming

The birth of industrial farming can be traced back to 

the  late  19th  century,  when  a  number  of  factors 

converged  to  create  a  new era  in  agriculture.  These 

factors included the development of new technologies, 

such as the tractor and the combine harvester, which 

made it possible to farm larger areas of land with less 

labor. The growth of the railroad network also made it 

possible  to  transport  agricultural  products  to  distant 

markets.

At the same time, the demand for food was increasing 

rapidly  due  to  the  growth  of  the  population.  This 

demand  was  further  fueled  by  the  Industrial 

Revolution,  which  created  a  new  class  of  urban 

workers  who needed  to  be  fed.  As  a  result,  farmers 

began to  adopt  new methods  of  farming  that  would 

allow them to produce more food with less labor.
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One of the most important developments in industrial 

farming was the use of chemical fertilizers. Chemical 

fertilizers  made  it  possible  to  increase  crop  yields 

dramatically,  and  they  quickly  became  a  staple  of 

industrial  farming. However,  chemical fertilizers also 

had  a  number  of  negative  environmental  impacts, 

including water pollution and soil degradation.

Another important development in industrial farming 

was  the  use  of  pesticides.  Pesticides  were  used  to 

control  pests that could damage crops,  and they also 

helped to increase crop yields. However, pesticides also 

had  a  number  of  negative  environmental  impacts, 

including  the  killing  of  beneficial  insects  and  the 

contamination of water and soil.

The birth of industrial farming had a profound impact 

on the American landscape. It led to the creation of vast 

monocultures,  where  a  single  crop  was  grown  over 

large areas of land. This type of farming is less diverse 

and  less  resilient  than  traditional  farming  methods, 
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and it has contributed to a number of environmental 

problems, including soil erosion, water pollution, and 

the loss of biodiversity.

Industrial farming has also had a significant impact on 

the  American  diet.  The  focus  on  producing  large 

quantities of food at low cost has led to a diet that is 

high in processed foods, sugar, and unhealthy fats. This 

type  of  diet  has  contributed  to  a  number  of  health 

problems,  including  obesity,  heart  disease,  and 

diabetes.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Agribusiness

The commodification of food

Food is a basic human need, but it is also a commodity 

that  is  bought  and  sold  in  the  marketplace.  The 

commodification of food has had a profound impact on 

the way we produce, consume, and think about food.

In  the  past,  food  was  produced  primarily  for 

subsistence.  Families  grew their  own food  or  traded 

with their neighbors for what they needed. In the late 

19th century, the rise of industrial agriculture led to a 

shift from subsistence farming to commercial farming. 

Food was now produced on a large scale for sale in the 

marketplace.

The  commodification  of  food  has  had  a  number  of 

negative  consequences.  First,  it  has  led  to  the 

concentration  of  power  in  the  hands  of  a  few  large 

agribusiness corporations.  These corporations control 

the  production,  processing,  and  distribution  of  food, 
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and they have the power to set prices and determine 

what food is available to consumers.

Second,  the  commodification  of  food  has  led  to  a 

decline  in  the  quality  of  food.  In  order  to  maximize 

profits,  agribusiness  corporations  have  focused  on 

producing food that  is  cheap and shelf-stable,  rather 

than food that is nutritious and healthy. As a result, the 

American  diet  is  now  high  in  processed  foods, 

unhealthy fats, and added sugars.

Third,  the  commodification  of  food  has  led  to  a 

disconnect between consumers and the food they eat. 

Many consumers are no longer aware of where their 

food comes from or how it is produced. This disconnect 

has  led  to  a  decline  in  food  literacy  and  a  lack  of 

understanding about the importance of healthy eating.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Agribusiness

The decline of the family farm

The decline of the family farm is a complex issue with 

many causes. One of the biggest factors is the rise of 

agribusiness. Agribusiness is the large-scale, industrial 

production of food and fiber. It is dominated by a few 

large corporations that control every aspect of the food 

system, from seed production to food processing and 

distribution.

Agribusiness  has  made  food  cheaper  and  more 

abundant,  but it  has also come at a cost.  The rise of 

agribusiness has led to the decline of the family farm. 

Family  farms  are  small,  independent  farms  that  are 

typically owned and operated by a single family. They 

have been the backbone of the American agricultural 

system for centuries.

But  family  farms  are  struggling  to  compete  with 

agribusiness.  Agribusiness has the advantage of scale 
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and efficiency. It can produce food more cheaply and 

quickly  than  family  farms.  Family  farms  also  face  a 

number of other challenges, such as rising land prices, 

increasing input costs, and volatile commodity prices.

As a result of these challenges, the number of family 

farms has been declining for decades.  In 1950,  there 

were 5.6 million family farms in the United States. By 

2017, that number had fallen to just 2.0 million.

The decline of  the family farm is  a  serious problem. 

Family farms are an important part of the American 

economy and culture. They provide jobs, food security, 

and  environmental  stewardship.  The  loss  of  family 

farms is a threat to all of these things.

There are a number of things that can be done to help 

family farms.  One is  to support policies that make it 

easier for family farms to compete with agribusiness. 

Another  is  to  support  programs  that  help  family 

farmers  with  land  access,  credit,  and  technical 

assistance. We also need to educate consumers about 
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the importance of family farms and encourage them to 

buy food from family farmers.

By taking these steps, we can help to ensure that the 

family  farm  remains  a  vital  part  of  the  American 

agricultural system for generations to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 
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