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Introduction

The Deutsche Reichsbahn, the German National
Railway, was a colossal enterprise that played a pivotal
role in the history of Germany. During the Nazi regime,
from 1933 to 1945, the Reichsbahn transformed into
the largest railway company in the capitalist world,
embodying the Third Reich's ambitions for power and

control.

This book delves into the intricate workings of the
Reichsbahn during this tumultuous period, shedding
light on its operations, finances, and political and social
significance. By scrutinizing primary sources, including
Nazi Party membership records and internal

Reichsbahn memoranda, the author uncovers the



railway's involvement in German rearmament, its own
lack of preparedness for war, and its active
participation in the military operations that ravaged

Europe.

The Reichsbahn's relationship with the Nazi
government was complex and multifaceted. While the
railway successfully resisted attempts to politicize its
internal functions, it willingly cooperated with the
regime's anti-Semitic policies. The railway's central role
in the Holocaust, enabling the transportation of
millions of Jews and other victims to concentration and
extermination camps, remains a dark chapter in its

history.

Beyond its role in the war effort and collaboration with
the Nazi regime, the Reichsbahn had a profound
impact on the German economy and society. The
railway's extensive network of tracks and rolling stock
facilitated industrial growth and the movement of

goods and people across the country. It also played a



vital role in shaping public opinion and promoting the

Nazi ideology.

The Reichsbahn's legacy is a mixed one. While it
contributed to Germany's economic prosperity and
technological advancements, its association with the
Nazi regime and its role in the Holocaust forever
tarnished its reputation. This book provides a
comprehensive and nuanced examination of the
Reichsbahn during the Nazi era, offering a valuable
contribution to our understanding of this pivotal

period in German history.



Book Description

In the heart of Germany's tumultuous history, from
1933 to 1945, the Deutsche Reichsbahn, the German
National Railway, stood as a symbol of power,
ambition, and transformation. This comprehensive
history unveils the inner workings of the Reichsbahn
during the Nazi regime, shedding light on its
multifaceted role in the economy, society, and the war

effort.

Drawing from primary sources, including Nazi Party
records and internal railway memoranda, the author
meticulously reconstructs the Reichsbahn's intricate
relationship with the Nazi government. While the
railway fiercely resisted political interference in its
operations, it willingly embraced the regime's anti-
Semitic  policies. This duality highlights the
complexities of the Reichsbahn's involvement in the

Holocaust, where it played a central role in



transporting  victims  to concentration  and

extermination camps.

Beyond its complicity in the Nazi atrocities, the
Reichsbahn's significance extended to its profound
impact on the German economy and society. The
railway's extensive network of tracks and rolling stock
facilitated industrial growth and the movement of
goods and people, driving Germany's economic
prosperity. It also served as a powerful propaganda
tool, promoting the Nazi ideology and shaping public

opinion.

The legacy of the Reichsbahn remains a subject of
intense debate. While it contributed to Germany's
technological advancements and economic vitality, its
association with the Nazi regime and its role in the
Holocaust forever tainted its reputation. This book
provides a balanced and nuanced examination of the

Reichsbahn during this dark chapter in German



history, offering a critical perspective on the railway's

contributions, failures, and enduring legacy.
Key Features:

e Explores the Reichsbahn's involvement in
German rearmament, military operations, and
the Holocaust

e Unveils the complex relationship between the

railway and the Nazi government

e Examines the Reichsbahn's impact on the
German economy, society, and public opinion

e Provides a comprehensive analysis of the

railway's legacy and its enduring significance

This book is essential reading for anyone seeking a
deeper understanding of the role of the Reichsbahn in
Nazi Germany. It offers a valuable contribution to the
study of German history, the Holocaust, and the

interplay between technology, politics, and society.



Chapter 1: The Reichsbahn in the Nazi

State

The Nazi Revolution and the Reichsbahn

The Nazi Party's rise to power in Germany in 1933
marked a watershed moment for the Deutsche
Reichsbahn, the German National Railway. The Nazis
quickly recognized the Reichsbahn's strategic
importance as a means of transporting troops, supplies,
and propaganda throughout the country. They also saw
it as a potential tool for suppressing dissent and

controlling the population.

In the early years of their rule, the Nazis moved swiftly
to bring the Reichsbahn under their control. They
appointed loyal party members to key positions in the
railway's management and purged suspected
opponents of the regime. They also began to use the
Reichsbahn to transport Jews and other minorities to

concentration camps.



As Germany prepared for war in the late 1930s, the
Reichsbahn played an increasingly vital role in the
Nazi war effort. The railway was responsible for
transporting troops and supplies to the front lines, as
well as for evacuating civilians from war zones. It also
played a key role in the transportation of raw materials
and finished goods to and from factories and other

industrial facilities.

The Reichsbahn's contribution to the Nazi war effort
was enormous. Without the railway, the Nazis would
not have been able to wage war on such a massive
scale. The railway's efficiency and reliability were
essential to the Nazis' military victories in the early

years of the war.

However, the Reichsbahn's involvement in the Nazi
war effort also came at a great cost. The railway was
heavily damaged by Allied bombing raids, and its
rolling stock was depleted as locomotives and cars

were destroyed or diverted to military use. The



railway's workforce was also stretched thin, as many

railway workers were conscripted into the military.

By the end of the war, the Reichsbahn was a shadow of
its former self. Its infrastructure was in ruins, and its
workforce was exhausted and demoralized. The
railway would take vyears to recover from the

devastation of the war.



Chapter 1: The Reichsbahn in the Nazi

State

The Reichsbahn's Leadership Under the Nazis

With the rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party to
power in 1933, the Deutsche Reichsbahn, the German
National Railway, underwent a dramatic
transformation. The Nazis quickly recognized the
strategic importance of the railway system, both for
economic and military purposes. They purged the
Reichsbahn of its Jewish and politically unreliable
employees, replacing them with loyal party members

and supporters.

The new leadership of the Reichsbahn was tasked with
implementing the Nazis' ambitious plans for economic
and military expansion. Under the direction of Reich
Minister of Transport Julius Dorpmiiller, the
Reichshahn embarked on a massive program of

modernization and expansion. New rail lines were

10



built, existing lines were upgraded, and new rolling
stock was acquired. The Reichsbahn also played a key
role in the development of Germany's synthetic fuel
industry, which was essential for the production of war

materiel.

In addition to its economic role, the Reichsbahn also
played a vital role in the Nazis' military campaigns. The
railway system was used to transport troops, supplies,
and equipment to the front lines. It was also used to
deport Jews and other victims of Nazi persecution to
concentration and extermination camps. The
Reichsbahn's cooperation with the Nazi regime made it

an integral part of the Holocaust.

After the war, the Reichsbahn was divided into two
separate entities: the Deutsche Bundesbahn (German
Federal Railway) in West Germany and the Deutsche
Reichshahn (German National Railway) in East
Germany. The two railways remained separate until

the reunification of Germany in 1990. Today, the
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Deutsche Bahn AG is the successor to both the Deutsche

Bundesbahn and the Deutsche Reichsbahn.

The Reichsbahn's leadership under the Nazis was a
dark chapter in the history of the German railway
system. The railway's cooperation with the Nazi regime
made it complicit in some of the most heinous crimes
of the 20th century. However, the Reichsbahn also
played a vital role in Germany's economic development
and military expansion. Its legacy is a complex one that

continues to be debated today.
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Chapter 1: The Reichsbahn in the Nazi

State

The Reichsbahn's Role in the Nazi Economy

The Deutsche Reichsbahn played a crucial role in the
Nazi economy, serving as a linchpin for the regime's
ambitions of economic expansion and military
conquest. The railway's extensive network of tracks,
rolling stock, and infrastructure provided the backbone
for the transportation of raw materials, finished goods,
and troops throughout Germany and occupied

territories.

The Reichsbahn was instrumental in facilitating the
Nazi regime's rearmament program, swiftly
transporting coal, steel, and other essential resources to
factories and production centers. The railway also
played a key role in the construction of military
infrastructure, such as fortifications, airfields, and

munitions depots.
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Beyond its role in supporting the war effort, the
Reichshahn was a vital cog in the Nazi economic
machine. The railway enabled the efficient movement
of agricultural products from rural areas to urban
centers, ensuring a steady supply of food for the
German population. Additionally, the railway
facilitated the transportation of labor, including forced
laborers from occupied territories, to industrial and
agricultural centers, maximizing the regime's

exploitation of human resources.

The Reichsbahn also contributed to the Nazi regime's
economic policies of autarky and self-sufficiency. The
railway played a crucial role in the transportation of
domestic resources, reducing Germany's reliance on
imports and promoting the development of domestic

industries.

Furthermore, the Reichsbahn was a major employer,
providing jobs for hundreds of thousands of workers.

The railway's operations and maintenance activities
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generated employment opportunities in various
sectors, including engineering, manufacturing, and

transportation.

The Reichsbahn's role in the Nazi economy was
multifaceted and far-reaching. Its contribution to the
war effort, the transportation of resources and labor,
the promotion of autarky, and the provision of
employment were all essential to the regime's

economic and political ambitions.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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