
Tales of Kanawha County

Introduction

Kanawha County, located in the heart of West Virginia, 

is  a  region  steeped  in  history,  culture,  and  natural 

beauty.  From  its  humble  beginnings  as  a  frontier 

settlement  to  its  rise  as  a  center  of  industry  and 

commerce, Kanawha County has played a vital role in 

shaping the story of the Mountain State.

In  this  book,  we  will  embark  on  a  journey  through 

time, exploring the rich tapestry of Kanawha County's 

past and present. We will meet the people who have 

shaped its destiny, from the pioneers who settled the 

land to the industrialists who fueled its growth. We will 

witness the events that have transformed the county, 

from the Civil War to the Civil Rights Movement. And 

we will discover the unique culture and heritage that 

make Kanawha County a special place to live and work.
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Our journey begins with the arrival of the first settlers 

in  the  Kanawha  Valley  in  the  1700s.  These  hardy 

pioneers  faced  a  challenging  and  unforgiving 

environment,  but  they  persevered,  establishing 

communities and laying the foundation for the county's 

future growth.

As the 19th century dawned, Kanawha County became 

a battleground in the American Civil War. The county's 

strategic location on the Kanawha River made it a vital 

transportation  hub,  and  both  the  Union  and 

Confederate armies sought to control it. The war left a 

lasting scar on the county, but it also spurred economic 

development and helped to shape its identity.

After the war, Kanawha County experienced a period 

of  rapid  industrialization.  The  discovery  of  coal  and 

natural gas fueled the growth of heavy industry, and 

the  county  became  a  major  center  for  chemical 

production.  The  construction  of  railroads  and 
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highways further boosted the economy, and Kanawha 

County became a transportation hub for the region.

The  20th  century  brought  new  challenges  and 

opportunities  for  Kanawha  County.  The  Great 

Depression devastated the county's  economy, but the 

New  Deal  helped  to  alleviate  suffering  and  lay  the 

foundation  for  recovery.  World  War  II  brought 

prosperity to the county, but it also took a heavy toll on 

its young men and women.

In  the  postwar  years,  Kanawha  County  faced  the 

challenges  of  economic  restructuring  and  social 

change.  The  decline  of  the  coal  industry  led  to  job 

losses  and  economic  hardship,  but  the  county  also 

began  to  diversify  its  economy  and  attract  new 

businesses. The Civil Rights Movement brought about 

long-overdue  changes  in  the  county's  social  and 

political  landscape,  and  Kanawha  County  became  a 

more inclusive and just community.
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Today,  Kanawha  County  is  a  vibrant  and  diverse 

community with a rich history and a bright future. The 

county is home to a thriving arts and culture scene, a 

strong  educational  system,  and  a  diverse  economy. 

Kanawha County is also a beautiful place to live, with 

its rolling hills, lush forests, and sparkling rivers.

As we explore the history of Kanawha County, we will 

come to appreciate the resilience and determination of 

its people. We will learn about the challenges they have 

faced and the triumphs they have achieved.  And we 

will gain a deeper understanding of the unique culture 

and  heritage  that  make  Kanawha  County  a  special 

place to call home.
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Book Description

Nestled in the heart of West Virginia, Kanawha County 

is  a  region  of  rich  history,  diverse  culture,  and 

breathtaking natural beauty. This book takes you on a 

journey  through  time,  exploring  the  stories  of  the 

people and places that have shaped Kanawha County's 

unique identity.

From  the  arrival  of  the  first  settlers  to  the  rise  of 

industry and the challenges of economic restructuring, 

this book delves into the events that have shaped the 

county's past. You'll learn about the Civil War battles 

that were fought on Kanawha County soil, the struggles 

of the Civil Rights Movement, and the resilience of the 

people who have called this place home.

But this book is more than just a history lesson. It's also 

a celebration of Kanawha County's vibrant culture and 

heritage.  You'll  discover  the  unique  traditions  and 
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customs that make this county special, from its music 

and arts scene to its delicious food and friendly people.

You'll  also  explore  the  county's  stunning  natural 

beauty,  from  its  rolling  hills  and  lush  forests  to  its 

sparkling rivers and lakes. Whether you're an outdoor 

enthusiast  or  simply  someone  who  appreciates  the 

beauty of nature, you'll find plenty to love in Kanawha 

County.

With  its  rich  history,  diverse  culture,  and  stunning 

natural  beauty,  Kanawha County  is  a  place  that  has 

something to offer everyone. Whether you're a lifelong 

resident or just visiting for the first time, this book will 

help  you  discover  the  many  reasons  why  Kanawha 

County is such a special place.

Step into the pages of Tales of Kanawha County and 

immerse yourself in the history, culture, and beauty 

of this remarkable region. 
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Chapter 1: Settling the Frontier

Early settlers of Kanawha County

In the early 1700s, the Kanawha Valley was a vast and 

untamed wilderness. The land was inhabited by Native 

American  tribes,  who  lived  in  harmony  with  the 

natural  world.  But  soon,  the  arrival  of  European 

settlers would change everything.

The first permanent European settlement in Kanawha 

County was established in 1774 by a group of pioneers 

led  by  John  Young.  Young  and  his  followers  were 

drawn  to  the  area  by  its  fertile  soil  and  abundant 

natural resources. They built a small community on the 

banks of the Kanawha River, and they began to clear 

the land for farming.

Other settlers soon followed Young's lead, and by the 

early 1800s, Kanawha County was home to a growing 

population  of  farmers  and  tradesmen.  The  county's 

economy  was  based  on  agriculture,  and  the  settlers 
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grew  a  variety  of  crops,  including  corn,  wheat,  and 

tobacco. They also raised livestock, such as cattle and 

hogs.

Life  on  the  frontier  was  hard.  The  settlers  had  to 

contend with harsh weather conditions, wild animals, 

and the constant threat of attack from Native American 

tribes. But they persevered, and they gradually built a 

thriving community.

One of the most important factors in the success of the 

early  settlers  was  their  sense  of  community.  They 

worked together to build homes, schools, and churches. 

They also helped each other during times of need. This 

spirit of cooperation and self-reliance would become a 

hallmark of Kanawha County's culture.

The early settlers of Kanawha County were a hardy and 

resourceful  people.  They  faced  many challenges,  but 

they  never  gave  up.  They  built  a  strong  community, 

and  they  laid  the  foundation  for  the  county's  future 

growth and prosperity.
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* The challenges faced by the pioneers

The early settlers of Kanawha County faced a number 

of challenges, including:

 Harsh weather conditions: The Kanawha Valley 

is known for its extreme weather, including hot 

summers,  cold  winters,  and  frequent  flooding. 

The  settlers  had  to  learn  to  adapt  to  these 

conditions in order to survive.

 Wild animals: The Kanawha Valley was home to 

a  variety  of  wild  animals,  including  bears, 

wolves,  and  panthers.  These  animals  posed  a 

threat  to  the  settlers'  livestock  and  their  own 

safety.

 The  constant  threat  of  attack  from  Native 

American  tribes: The  Native  Americans  who 

lived  in  the  Kanawha  Valley  were  initially 

friendly to the settlers. However, as the settlers 

began to encroach on their land, tensions grew. 
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This led to a number of conflicts between the two 

groups.

 Disease: The  settlers  were  also  plagued  by 

disease,  such  as  malaria,  typhoid  fever,  and 

dysentery.  These diseases were often fatal,  and 

they took a heavy toll on the population.

Despite these challenges, the early settlers of Kanawha 

County persevered. They built a strong community, and 

they laid the foundation for the county's future growth 

and prosperity.

* Establishing communities and towns

As the population of Kanawha County grew, the settlers 

began to  establish  communities  and towns.  The  first 

town in the county was Charleston, which was founded 

in  1788.  Charleston  quickly  became  the  county's 

economic and political center.

Other towns soon followed, including St. Albans, Nitro, 

and South Charleston. These towns grew up along the 
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Kanawha River, which provided a vital transportation 

route for the settlers.

The  towns  of  Kanawha  County  served  as  centers  of 

commerce  and  culture.  They  were  also  important 

places for the settlers to gather for social and religious 

activities.

* The role of the Kanawha River

The Kanawha River played a vital role in the settlement 

of  Kanawha  County.  The  river  provided  a 

transportation route for the settlers, allowing them to 

transport their goods to market and to trade with other 

communities.

The river also provided a source of water and food for 

the settlers.  They used the river to water their crops 

and livestock, and they also fished in the river.

The Kanawha River was also a source of recreation for 

the  settlers.  They  enjoyed  swimming,  fishing,  and 

boating in the river.
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* The growth of agriculture and industry

Agriculture was the foundation of the economy of early 

Kanawha County. The settlers grew a variety of crops, 

including corn,  wheat,  and tobacco.  They also  raised 

livestock, such as cattle and hogs.

In  the  early  1800s,  the  Kanawha  Valley  began  to 

experience an industrial boom. The discovery of coal 

and natural gas led to the establishment of a number of 

factories and mines in the county.

The growth of industry in Kanawha County attracted 

new workers to the area. This led to a rapid increase in 

the population of the county.

By the end of the 19th century, Kanawha County was a 

thriving industrial center.  The county was home to a 

number  of  large  factories  and  mines,  and  it  was  a 

major transportation hub.
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Chapter 1: Settling the Frontier

Challenges faced by the pioneers

The pioneers who settled Kanawha County in the 1700s 

and 1800s  faced a  daunting array of  challenges.  The 

land was wild and unforgiving, the climate was harsh, 

and the Native American tribes who already lived in 

the area were often hostile.

One of the biggest challenges the pioneers faced was 

the  lack  of  infrastructure.  There  were  no  roads,  no 

bridges,  and  no  schools.  The  pioneers  had  to  build 

everything  from scratch,  and they  had to  do  it  with 

limited  resources.  They  had  to  clear  the  land,  build 

their homes, and find food and water.

Another challenge the pioneers faced was the threat of 

disease.  Malaria,  typhoid,  and  dysentery  were 

common, and there was no cure for any of them. Many 

pioneers  died  from disease,  and those  who survived 

were often left weakened and vulnerable.
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The  pioneers  also  had  to  contend  with  the  Native 

American  tribes  who  already  lived  in  the  area.  The 

Shawnee,  Cherokee,  and  Mingo  tribes  were  all 

powerful and warlike, and they were not happy to see 

the settlers encroaching on their territory. There were 

many  clashes  between  the  settlers  and  the  Native 

Americans, and many people were killed on both sides.

Despite all  of  the challenges they faced,  the pioneers 

persevered.  They  built  communities,  they  raised 

families, and they laid the foundation for the future of 

Kanawha  County.  They  were  a  hardy  and  resilient 

people, and their legacy lives on today.

Here  are  some  specific  examples  of  the  challenges 

faced by the pioneers of Kanawha County:

 The  land  was  heavily  forested. The  pioneers 

had  to  clear  the  land  before  they  could  build 

their homes and farms. This was a difficult and 

time-consuming task, and it often took years to 

clear enough land to support a family.
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 The climate was harsh. The winters were long 

and cold, and the summers were hot and humid. 

The  pioneers  had  to  adapt  to  the  extreme 

weather  conditions,  and  they  often  had  to 

endure  hardships  such  as  snowstorms,  floods, 

and droughts.

 The  Native  American  tribes  were  often 

hostile. The  pioneers  had  to  be  constantly  on 

guard  against  attack.  They  built  forts  and 

stockades to protect themselves, and they often 

had to fight for their lives.

 There  was  a  lack  of  infrastructure. The 

pioneers  had to  build everything from scratch. 

They  had  to  build  roads,  bridges,  schools,  and 

churches. They also had to find ways to get food 

and water,  and they often had to rely on their 

own ingenuity to survive.

Despite  all  of  these  challenges,  the  pioneers  of 

Kanawha County persevered. They built a community 

15



and laid the foundation for the future of the county. 

Their  legacy  lives  on  today  in  the  many  towns  and 

cities that dot the Kanawha Valley.
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Chapter 1: Settling the Frontier

Establishing communities and towns

The  early  settlers  of  Kanawha  County  faced  many 

challenges, but they also found opportunities to build 

new communities and towns.

One of the first  challenges the settlers faced was the 

lack of infrastructure. There were no roads or bridges, 

and the rivers were often impassable. The settlers had 

to  rely  on  their  own  ingenuity  to  find  ways  to  get 

around and transport their goods.

Another challenge was the lack of supplies. The settlers 

had to bring everything they needed with them, from 

food and clothing to tools and building materials. This 

made it difficult to establish permanent settlements.

Despite  the  challenges,  the  settlers  persevered.  They 

built  cabins  and  farms,  and  they  began  to  establish 

communities.  The  first  communities  were  small  and 

isolated, but they gradually grew and prospered.
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As the population of Kanawha County grew, so did the 

need for towns. Towns served as centers of commerce 

and  trade,  and  they  also  provided  essential  services 

such as schools, churches, and blacksmith shops.

The first towns in Kanawha County were located along 

the Kanawha River.  The river provided a convenient 

transportation route, and it also made it easy for the 

towns to access water and other resources.

As the county continued to grow, new towns sprang up 

throughout the region. These towns played a vital role 

in the development of Kanawha County. They provided 

goods and services to the settlers, and they also helped 

to create a sense of community.

The early settlers of Kanawha County were a hardy and 

resourceful  people.  They  faced  many challenges,  but 

they  also  found  opportunities  to  build  new 

communities  and  towns.  The  towns  they  established 

served as centers of commerce, trade, and culture, and 
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they  played  a  vital  role  in  the  development  of  the 

county.

Today,  the towns of  Kanawha County are home to a 

diverse population of people. They offer a wide range 

of  goods and services,  and they provide a  variety of 

opportunities  for  recreation  and  entertainment.  The 

towns of Kanawha County are a testament to the hard 

work and determination of the early settlers.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 
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