
Two Arenas, One Battleground

Introduction

The year was 1972, and the Cold War was at its peak. 

Two  superpowers,  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 

Union,  stood  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Iron  Curtain, 

locked  in  a  tense  rivalry  that  extended  far  beyond 

politics and military might.  It  was a battle for hearts 

and  minds,  a  struggle  for  supremacy  in  every  field, 

from science and technology to sports.

In this charged atmosphere, a hockey series between 

Canada and the Soviet Union took place, capturing the 

attention of the world. It was a clash of titans, a battle 

for national pride and international prestige.  On one 

side was Canada, the undisputed hockey powerhouse, a 

nation where hockey was more than just a sport, it was 

a way of life. On the other side was the Soviet Union, a 

rising  star  in  the  hockey  world,  a  team  that  had 
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dominated  international  competitions  for  years,  but 

had never faced an opponent like Canada before.

The series was billed as the "Summit Series," a summit 

meeting  on  ice.  It  was  a  battle  of  wills,  a  test  of 

endurance, and a showcase of the best hockey players 

in the world. The games were played in packed arenas 

across  Canada,  with  millions  of  fans  glued  to  their 

television  screens,  witnessing  a  spectacle  that  would 

forever be etched in the annals of sports history.

The Summit Series was more than just a hockey series; 

it  was  a  cultural  phenomenon  that  transcended  the 

boundaries of sport. It was a symbol of the Cold War 

rivalry, a proxy war played out on ice. The games were 

intense,  physical,  and  often  brutal,  reflecting  the 

tensions between the two superpowers. But amidst the 

fierce  competition,  there  were  also  moments  of 

sportsmanship, camaraderie, and mutual respect.

The  Summit  Series  had  a  profound  impact  on  both 

Canada and the Soviet Union. It was a turning point in 
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the Cold War, a moment when the two sides began to 

thaw their icy relationship. The series also left a lasting 

legacy  on  the  sport  of  hockey,  inspiring  a  new 

generation of players and fans around the world.

To  this  day,  the  Summit  Series  remains  one  of  the 

greatest  sporting  events  in  history.  It  is  a  story  of 

triumph  and  heartbreak,  of  national  pride  and 

international  rivalry.  It  is  a  story  that  continues  to 

captivate  and  inspire,  a  reminder  of  the  power  of 

sports  to  bring  people  together,  even  in  the  most 

divided of times.
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Book Description

In the midst of the Cold War, when tensions between 

the United States and the Soviet  Union were at  their 

peak,  a  hockey  series  took  place  that  would  forever 

change the course of sports history. The Summit Series 

of 1972 was a clash of titans, a battle for national pride 

and  international  prestige  between  Canada,  the 

undisputed hockey powerhouse, and the Soviet Union, 

a rising star in the hockey world.

This book tells the story of the Summit Series, from its 

humble beginnings to its  dramatic conclusion.  It  is  a 

tale of triumph and heartbreak, of national pride and 

international  rivalry,  and  of  the  power  of  sports  to 

bring people together.

Through vivid storytelling and in-depth analysis,  this 

book takes readers inside the locker rooms,  onto the 

ice, and into the hearts and minds of the players who 

made the Summit Series one of  the greatest  sporting 
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events  of  all  time.  Readers  will  witness  the  intense 

rivalry between Ken Dryden and Vladislav Tretiak, two 

of  the  greatest  goaltenders  in  history,  and  the 

electrifying skill  of Bobby Orr and Valeri Kharlamov, 

two of  the most  dynamic players  the game has  ever 

seen.

The Summit Series was more than just a hockey series; 

it  was  a  cultural  phenomenon  that  transcended  the 

boundaries of sport. It was a symbol of the Cold War 

rivalry, a proxy war played out on ice. The games were 

intense,  physical,  and  often  brutal,  reflecting  the 

tensions between the two superpowers. But amidst the 

fierce  competition,  there  were  also  moments  of 

sportsmanship, camaraderie, and mutual respect.

The  Summit  Series  had  a  profound  impact  on  both 

Canada and the Soviet Union. It was a turning point in 

the Cold War, a moment when the two sides began to 

thaw their icy relationship. The series also left a lasting 
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legacy  on  the  sport  of  hockey,  inspiring  a  new 

generation of players and fans around the world.

This  book  is  the  definitive  account  of  the  Summit 

Series, a story that has never been told in such detail 

and  with  such  passion.  It  is  a  must-read  for  hockey 

fans, history buffs, and anyone interested in the power 

of sports to change the world.
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Chapter 1: The Looming Showdown

Hockey's Cold War Heats Up

The  year  was  1972.  The  Cold  War,  a  tense  standoff 

between the United States and the Soviet Union, was at 

its peak. This rivalry extended far beyond politics and 

military  might,  reaching  into  every  sphere  of  life, 

including sports.

Hockey,  a  sport  deeply  ingrained  in  the  Canadian 

identity, became a battleground in this ideological war. 

Canada,  a  nation  obsessed  with  hockey,  viewed  the 

sport as a source of national pride and a symbol of its 

superiority. The Soviet Union, on the other hand, saw 

hockey as a means of demonstrating its own strength 

and prowess.

The stage was set for a clash of titans, a hockey series 

that would capture the world's attention and ignite a 

fierce  rivalry.  The  Summit  Series,  as  it  came  to  be 
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known, was more than just a sporting event; it was a 

proxy war played out on ice.

The  Soviet  Union,  with  its  state-sponsored  athletic 

programs,  had  dominated  international  hockey  for 

years.  Their players were bigger,  stronger,  and more 

disciplined  than  their  Western  counterparts.  They 

employed a relentless, grinding style of play that wore 

down their opponents.

Canada, on the other hand, relied on its natural talent 

and  individual  brilliance.  Their  players  were  known 

for their speed, agility, and offensive flair. They played 

a  more  open,  entertaining  style  of  hockey  that 

captivated fans around the world.

The  Summit  Series  was  a  clash  of  these  two hockey 

philosophies. It was a battle between two superpowers, 

each determined to  prove its  superiority.  The games 

were intense, physical, and often brutal, reflecting the 

tensions between the two nations.
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But  amidst  the  fierce  competition,  there  were  also 

moments of sportsmanship, camaraderie, and mutual 

respect. The players, despite their political differences, 

shared  a  common  bond:  their  love  for  the  game  of 

hockey.

The Summit Series was a turning point in the Cold War. 

It  was a moment when the two sides began to thaw 

their  icy  relationship.  The  series  also  left  a  lasting 

legacy  on  the  sport  of  hockey,  inspiring  a  new 

generation of players and fans around the world.
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Chapter 1: The Looming Showdown

The Soviet Machine Rolls On

In the years leading up to the Summit Series, the Soviet 

Union  had  established  itself  as  a  dominant  force  in 

international hockey. They had won four consecutive 

world  championships  and  had  not  lost  a  game  in 

international competition in over two years.

The  Soviet  hockey  machine  was  a  well-oiled 

juggernaut.  The players were all  state-sponsored and 

trained  from  a  young  age.  They  were  drilled  in  the 

fundamentals of the game and were expected to play a 

disciplined, team-oriented style of hockey. The Soviets 

were  also  known  for  their  physical  play  and  their 

ability to wear down their opponents.

At the heart of the Soviet team was Vladislav Tretiak, 

one  of  the  greatest  goaltenders  in  hockey  history. 

Tretiak was a calm and composed presence in net, and 

he was virtually unbeatable in one-on-one situations. 
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He  was  also  a  master  of  the  butterfly  style,  which 

allowed him to cover a large area of the net.

In  front  of  Tretiak,  the  Soviets  had  a  formidable 

defense led by Valeri Vasiliev and Gennady Tsygankov. 

Vasiliev  was  a  stay-at-home  defenseman  who  was 

known for  his  physical  play  and his  ability  to  block 

shots.  Tsygankov  was  a  more  offensive-minded 

defenseman who was known for his skating ability and 

his ability to quarterback the power play.

The Soviet forwards were led by Valeri Kharlamov, one 

of the most dynamic and exciting players in the world. 

Kharlamov was a gifted skater and stickhandler,  and 

he had a knack for scoring goals from anywhere on the 

ice. He was also a master of the slap shot, and his one-

timer was one of the most feared weapons in hockey.

Alongside  Kharlamov,  the  Soviets  had  a  number  of 

other talented forwards, including Alexander Maltsev, 

Vladimir  Petrov,  and  Boris  Mikhailov.  These  players 

were all  skilled puck-handlers  and passers,  and they 
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were able to create scoring chances for themselves and 

their teammates with ease.

The Soviet  team was a  well-rounded and formidable 

opponent.  They  had  a  strong  defense,  a  great 

goaltender, and a number of talented forwards. They 

were also a very disciplined team that was known for 

its ability to execute its game plan.

As  the  Summit  Series  approached,  the  Soviets  were 

confident that they would be able to defeat Canada and 

claim the title of world hockey champions. They had a 

deep and talented roster, and they had a proven track 

record of success. However, the Canadians were also a 

proud and determined team, and they were not about 

to give up their title without a fight.
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Chapter 1: The Looming Showdown

Canada's National Pastime Under Threat

Canada is  a  nation obsessed with hockey.  It  is  more 

than just a sport; it is a way of life. From coast to coast, 

Canadians of all ages lace up their skates and take to 

the ice,  dreaming of one day playing in the National 

Hockey League (NHL).

Hockey is  so ingrained in Canadian culture that  it  is 

often referred to as "Canada's national pastime." It is a 

source of  pride and identity for Canadians,  a way to 

connect  with  their  community  and  celebrate  their 

heritage.

But in the early 1970s, Canada's national pastime was 

under threat. The Soviet Union, a rising power in the 

hockey world, was challenging Canada's dominance on 

the ice.

The  Soviets  had  won  the  world  championship  four 

times in a row, and they were hungry for more. They 
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had  a  team  of  highly  skilled  players,  led  by  the 

legendary goalie Vladislav Tretiak, who was considered 

to be unbeatable.

The Canadians were confident that they could defeat 

the  Soviets,  but  they knew that  it  would  be  a  tough 

battle.  They  had  a  strong  team of  their  own,  led  by 

Bobby  Orr,  the  greatest  defenseman  of  all  time.  But 

they were also aware that the Soviets were a well-oiled 

machine,  with  a  system  of  play  that  was  almost 

impossible to stop.

As the Summit Series approached, the pressure on the 

Canadian  team  mounted.  They  knew  that  they  were 

representing  not  only  themselves,  but  their  entire 

country. They were determined to prove that Canada 

was still the best hockey nation in the world.

The Summit Series would be a test of wills, a battle for 

national pride.  It  would be a clash of titans,  a series 

that  would  forever  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 

greatest sporting events in history.

14



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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