
Europe in the Germanic Age

Introduction

The  Germanic  peoples  played  a  major  role  in  the 

history of Europe. They were the ancestors of many of 

the  modern  nations  of  Europe,  including  England, 

Germany,  France,  and  Spain.  The  Germanic  peoples 

also  had  a  profound  impact  on  the  development  of 

Western civilization.

The Germanic peoples originated in Scandinavia and 

northern Germany. They began to migrate southward 

and westward in the 4th century AD. These migrations 

were  caused  by  a  number  of  factors,  including 

population growth, climate change, and the pressure of 

other groups.

The  Germanic  peoples  were  a  diverse  group.  They 

spoke a variety of languages and had different customs 
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and  traditions.  However,  they  also  shared  some 

common characteristics. They were all skilled warriors, 

and they were all organized into tribes. The Germanic 

peoples were also known for their love of freedom and 

independence.

The Germanic peoples played a major role in the fall of 

the  Roman  Empire.  They  were  the  first  to  break 

through the  Roman defenses  and to  settle  in  Roman 

territory.  The Germanic  peoples  also  played a  major 

role in the development of feudalism. They were the 

ones who introduced the concept of the feudal contract, 

which was the basis of the feudal system.

The Germanic peoples also had a major impact on the 

development  of  Christianity.  They  were  the  first  to 

convert to Christianity on a large scale. The Germanic 

peoples  also  played  a  major  role  in  the  spread  of 

Christianity throughout Europe.

The Germanic peoples have left a lasting legacy on the 

world. They are the ancestors of many of the modern 

2



nations of Europe. They also played a major role in the 

development  of  Western  civilization.  The  Germanic 

peoples were a diverse and dynamic group of people 

who made a significant contribution to the history of 

Europe.
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Book Description

Europe  in  the  Germanic  Age is  a  comprehensive 

overview  of  the  Germanic  peoples,  their  history, 

culture,  and  legacy.  The  book  is  divided  into  ten 

chapters,  each  of  which  covers  a  different  aspect  of 

Germanic life.

Chapter  1  provides  a  general  introduction  to  the 

Germanic peoples, their origins, and their migrations. 

Chapter 2 discusses Germanic society, including social 

structure,  gender  roles,  family  life,  education,  and 

religion. Chapter 3 examines Germanic law, including 

the origins of Germanic law, the role of the Thing, trial 

by ordeal, the wergild, and the blood feud.

Chapter  4  explores  Germanic  warfare,  including  the 

Germanic warrior ethos, the role of cavalry, the use of 

infantry, siege warfare, and naval warfare. Chapter 5 

examines Germanic art and architecture, including the 

origins of Germanic art, the Migration Period style, the 
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Merovingian  style,  the  Carolingian  style,  and  the 

Ottonian style.

Chapter 6 discusses Germanic literature, including the 

origins of  Germanic literature,  the epic tradition,  the 

Heroic  Age,  the  sagas,  and  the  Eddas.  Chapter  7 

examines  Germanic  religion,  including  the  Germanic 

pantheon, the role of Odin, the role of Thor, the role of 

Loki, and the role of the Valkyries.

Chapter  8  explores  Germanic  trade  and  economy, 

including  the  importance  of  trade,  the  role  of  the 

Hanseatic  League,  the  development  of  towns,  the 

growth of  agriculture,  and the rise  of  craftsmanship. 

Chapter  9  examines  Germanic  exploration  and 

expansion,  including  the  Viking  Age,  the  Norman 

Conquest, the Crusades, the Teutonic Knights, and the 

Hanseatic League.

Chapter 10 assesses the legacy of the Germanic peoples, 

including  the  Germanic  influence  on  Western 

civilization,  the  Germanic  languages,  the  Germanic 
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legal  system,  the  Germanic  political  system,  and  the 

Germanic cultural heritage.

Europe in the Germanic Age is  a valuable resource 

for  anyone  interested  in  learning  more  about  the 

Germanic peoples. It is written in a clear and concise 

style,  and it  is  packed with information.  The book is 

also  well-illustrated,  with  maps,  charts,  and 

photographs. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Rise  of  the  Germanic 

Tribes

The Origins of the Germanic Peoples

The Germanic peoples are a diverse group of  people 

who originated in Scandinavia and northern Germany. 

They began to migrate southward and westward in the 

4th  century  AD.  These  migrations  were  caused  by  a 

number  of  factors,  including  population  growth, 

climate change, and the pressure of other groups.

The  Germanic  peoples  were  a  diverse  group.  They 

spoke a variety of languages and had different customs 

and  traditions.  However,  they  also  shared  some 

common characteristics. They were all skilled warriors, 

and they were all organized into tribes. The Germanic 

peoples were also known for their love of freedom and 

independence.

The Germanic peoples played a major role in the fall of 

the  Roman  Empire.  They  were  the  first  to  break 
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through the  Roman defenses  and to  settle  in  Roman 

territory.  The Germanic  peoples  also  played a  major 

role in the development of feudalism. They were the 

ones who introduced the concept of the feudal contract, 

which was the basis of the feudal system.

The Germanic peoples also had a major impact on the 

development  of  Christianity.  They  were  the  first  to 

convert to Christianity on a large scale. The Germanic 

peoples  also  played  a  major  role  in  the  spread  of 

Christianity throughout Europe.

The Germanic peoples have left a lasting legacy on the 

world. They are the ancestors of many of the modern 

nations of Europe. They also played a major role in the 

development of Western civilization.
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Chapter  1:  The  Rise  of  the  Germanic 

Tribes

The Migration Period

The Migration Period was a time of great upheaval in 

Europe. The Germanic tribes, who had been living in 

their  homelands  for  centuries,  began  to  move 

westward and southward in search of new lands. This 

migration  was  caused  by  a  number  of  factors, 

including population growth, climate change, and the 

pressure of other groups.

The Germanic tribes were a diverse group of people. 

They spoke a  variety  of  languages  and had different 

customs  and  traditions.  However,  they  also  shared 

some  common  characteristics.  They  were  all  skilled 

warriors, and they were all organized into tribes. The 

Germanic  tribes  were  also  known  for  their  love  of 

freedom and independence.
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The Migration Period began in the 4th century AD. The 

first Germanic tribes to move were the Visigoths and 

the  Ostrogoths.  The  Visigoths  settled  in  Spain  and 

Portugal,  while  the  Ostrogoths  settled  in  Italy.  Other 

Germanic  tribes  followed,  including  the  Franks,  the 

Saxons, and the Angles.

The Germanic tribes played a major role in the fall of 

the  Roman  Empire.  They  were  the  first  to  break 

through the  Roman defenses  and to  settle  in  Roman 

territory. The Germanic tribes also played a major role 

in the development of feudalism. They were the ones 

who  introduced  the  concept  of  the  feudal  contract, 

which was the basis of the feudal system.

The Migration Period was a time of great change and 

upheaval.  It  was  a  time  when  the  old  order  was 

overthrown and a new order was born. The Germanic 

tribes played a major role in this transformation. They 

were the ancestors of many of the modern nations of 
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Europe.  They  also  played  a  major  role  in  the 

development of Western civilization.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: The Legacy of the Germanic 

Peoples

The Germanic Cultural Heritage

The Germanic peoples have left a lasting legacy on the 

world. Their languages, laws, and customs have shaped 

the development of Western civilization. The Germanic 

peoples  were  also  responsible  for  some  of  the  most 

important intellectual and artistic achievements of the 

Middle Ages.

One of  the  most  important  legacies  of  the  Germanic 

peoples is their language. The Germanic languages are 

spoken by over 500 million people worldwide.  These 

languages  include  English,  German,  Dutch,  Swedish, 

and Norwegian. The Germanic languages have had a 

profound  impact  on  the  development  of  the  English 

language. Many of the words we use today are derived 

from Germanic roots.
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Another important legacy of the Germanic peoples is 

their law. The Germanic legal system is based on the 

concept of individual rights. This concept is reflected in 

the Magna Carta, which was signed in 1215. The Magna 

Carta is one of the most important documents in the 

history of law. It established the principle that no one is 

above the law, not even the king.

The  Germanic  peoples  also  made  important 

contributions  to  the  development  of  art  and 

architecture. The Gothic style of architecture is one of 

the  most  famous  examples  of  Germanic  art.  Gothic 

cathedrals  are characterized by their  pointed arches, 

ribbed vaults, and stained glass windows. Some of the 

most famous Gothic cathedrals include Notre Dame in 

Paris and Westminster Abbey in London.

The  Germanic  peoples  also  made  important 

contributions  to  the  development  of  literature.  The 

Germanic sagas are some of the most famous works of 

literature in the world. These sagas tell the stories of 
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the  Germanic  heroes  and  gods.  The  sagas  are  a 

valuable source of information about Germanic culture 

and history.

The Germanic peoples have left a lasting legacy on the 

world. Their languages, laws, and customs have shaped 

the development of Western civilization. The Germanic 

peoples  were  also  responsible  for  some  of  the  most 

important intellectual and artistic achievements of the 

Middle Ages.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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