Information Landscape: A Guide to
Navigating the United States

Government's Information Ecosystem

Introduction

Government information is a critical resource for
citizens, businesses, and researchers seeking to
understand the workings of their government and
make informed decisions. The United States has a long
history of providing access to government information,
dating back to the Freedom of Information Act of 1966.
However, the information landscape has changed
dramatically in recent years, with the advent of the

internet and the explosion of data.

This book provides a comprehensive guide to the
United States government's information ecosystem. It

covers a wide range of topics, from the legal
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framework for government information to the
practicalities of accessing and using government data.
The book is designed to be a valuable resource for
anyone who needs to understand how the government

works and how to access the information it produces.

In the first chapter, we provide an overview of the
information policy landscape in the United States. We
discuss the key principles of government information
policy, the role of the courts in shaping information

policy, and the emerging trends in this area.

In the second chapter, we focus on the executive
branch of government. We examine the different types
of information produced by executive departments and
agencies, and we discuss the various ways to access this

information.

In the third chapter, we turn our attention to the
legislative branch of government. We discuss the
information resources available from Congress,

including committee reports, hearings, and debates.
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We also discuss the role of the Congressional Research
Service and the Library of Congress in providing

information to Congress and the public.

In the fourth chapter, we examine the judicial branch
of government. We discuss the different types of
information available from the courts, including case
law, opinions, and transcripts. We also discuss the role
of the Freedom of Information Act in providing access

to judicial records.

In the fifth chapter, we explore the intersection of
information technology and government. We discuss
the impact of e-government on access to government
information, the challenges of managing government
data in the digital age, and the potential of artificial

intelligence to enhance information analysis.

In the sixth chapter, we focus on information access
and accountability. We discuss the Freedom of
Information Act, the Privacy Act, and other laws that

govern access to government information. We also
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discuss the role of whistleblowers in exposing

government misconduct.



Book Description

Information Landscape: A Guide to Navigating the
United States Government's Information Ecosystem
provides a comprehensive guide to the United States
government's information ecosystem. It covers a wide
range of topics, from the legal framework for
government information to the practicalities of
accessing and using government data. The book is
designed to be a valuable resource for anyone who
needs to understand how the government works and

how to access the information it produces.

In the first chapter, the book provides an overview of
the information policy landscape in the United States. It
discusses the key principles of government information
policy, the role of the courts in shaping information

policy, and the emerging trends in this area.

The second chapter focuses on the executive branch of

government. It examines the different types of



information produced by executive departments and
agencies, and it discusses the various ways to access

this information.

The third chapter turns the attention to the legislative
branch of government. It discusses the information
resources available from Congress, including
committee reports, hearings, and debates. It also
discusses the role of the Congressional Research
Service and the Library of Congress in providing

information to Congress and the public.

The fourth chapter examines the judicial branch of
government. It discusses the different types of
information available from the courts, including case
law, opinions, and transcripts. It also discusses the role
of the Freedom of Information Act in providing access

to judicial records.

The fifth chapter explores the intersection of
information technology and government. It discusses

the impact of e-government on access to government
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information, the challenges of managing government
data in the digital age, and the potential of artificial

intelligence to enhance information analysis.

The sixth chapter focuses on information access and
accountability. It discusses the Freedom of Information
Act, the Privacy Act, and other laws that govern access
to government information. It also discusses the role of

whistleblowers in exposing government misconduct.

Information Landscape: A Guide to Navigating the
United States Government's Information Ecosystem
is an essential resource for anyone who needs to
understand the  United  States government's
information ecosystem. It provides a comprehensive
overview of the legal framework for government
information, the different types of information
produced by the government, and the various ways to

access this information.



Chapter 1: Information Policy

Landscape

Information Policy in the United States

The United States has a long and complex history of
information policy. The First Amendment to the
Constitution guarantees freedom of speech and the
press, but this right is not absolute. The government
has a legitimate interest in protecting national security,
public safety, and individual privacy. As a result, there
are a number of laws and regulations that govern the
collection, dissemination, and use of information by

government agencies.

One of the most important pieces of legislation in this
area is the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). FOIA
gives the public the right to access records from federal
agencies. However, there are a number of exceptions to
this right, including information that is classified for

national security reasons, information that is protected
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by attorney-client privilege, and information that is

related to ongoing criminal investigations.

Another important piece of legislation is the Privacy
Act. The Privacy Act gives individuals the right to
access and correct their own records that are held by
federal agencies. The Privacy Act also prohibits
agencies from disclosing this information to third

parties without the individual's consent.

In addition to these two major laws, there are a
number of other laws and regulations that govern
information policy in the United States. These laws and
regulations cover a wide range of topics, including the
use of social media by government agencies, the
protection of whistleblowers, and the wuse of

surveillance technologies.

The information policy landscape in the United States
is constantly evolving. As new technologies emerge, the
government must develop new policies to address the

challenges and opportunities that these technologies
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present. The goal of information policy is to strike a
balance between the public's right to know and the
government's need to protect national security, public

safety, and individual privacy.

* Key Principles of Government Information

Policy

The key principles of government information policy in

the United States are:

e Transparency: The public has a right to know
about the activities of its government.

e Accountability: Government agencies must be
accountable for the information they collect,
disseminate, and use.

e Privacy: Individuals have a right to privacy, and
their personal information should be protected

from unauthorized disclosure.
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e Security: The government must protect national
security and public safety by safeguarding

classified information and other sensitive data.

e Efficiency: The government should collect,
disseminate, and use information in a way that is

efficient and cost-effective.

These principles are reflected in the laws and
regulations that govern information policy in the
United States. However, there is often tension between
these principles. For example, the principle of
transparency may conflict with the principle of
security. The government must find a way to balance
these competing interests in order to develop effective

information policies.
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Chapter 1: Information Policy

Landscape

Legislative Framework for Government

Information

The legislative framework for government information
in the United States is complex and ever-evolving. The
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) is the cornerstone
of this framework, but it is just one of many laws that

govern access to government information.

FOIA was enacted in 1966 to promote government
transparency and accountability. The law gives the
public the right to request access to records from any
federal agency. Agencies are required to respond to
FOIA requests within 20 business days, and they can
only withhold records if they fall within one of nine

exemptions.
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In addition to FOIA, there are a number of other laws
that govern access to government information. These
laws include the Privacy Act of 1974, the Government
in the Sunshine Act of 1976, and the Electronic

Freedom of Information Act Amendments of 1996.

The Privacy Act protects the privacy of individuals by
limiting the government's ability to collect and disclose
personal information. The Government in the Sunshine
Act requires federal agencies to hold their meetings in
public, and it gives the public the right to attend these
meetings. The Electronic Freedom of Information Act
Amendments of 1996 made it easier for the public to

request electronic records from federal agencies.

The legislative framework for government information
is constantly evolving. Congress regularly considers
new laws to expand or restrict access to government
information. The courts also play an important role in

interpreting FOIA and other access laws.
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The legislative framework for government information
is a complex and ever-changing landscape. However,
the basic principles of transparency and accountability
remain at its core. FOIA and other access laws give the
public the right to know what their government is
doing. These laws are essential for a democracy to

function properly.
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Chapter 1: Information Policy

Landscape

Executive Orders and Memoranda on

Information

Executive orders and memoranda are two types of
directives issued by the President of the United States
that can have a significant impact on government
information policy. Executive orders are formal,
written directives that have the force of law, while
memoranda are less formal directives that are typically

used to provide guidance to executive branch agencies.

Both executive orders and memoranda can be used to
establish or modify government information policy.
For example, in 2019, President Trump issued an
executive order titled "Promoting the Rule of Law
Through Improved Transparency and Accountability
for Executive Branch Information." This executive
order directed agencies to "adopt a presumption of
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openness" when considering requests for government
information under the Freedom of Information Act

(FOIA).

Executive orders and memoranda can also be used to
create new government information programs or
initiatives. For example, in 2013, President Obama
issued a memorandum titled "Open Data Policy -
Managing Information as an Asset." This memorandum
directed agencies to "make open and machine readable
the data generated and held by the Federal

Government."

Executive orders and memoranda are an important
tool for the President to shape government information
policy. They can be used to establish new policies,
modify existing policies, or create new programs or
initiatives. As such, it is important to be aware of the
potential impact of executive orders and memoranda

on government information policy.
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In addition to executive orders and memoranda, the
President can also use other tools to shape government
information policy. For example, the President can
issue signing statements when signing legislation into
law. Signing statements can be used to express the
President's interpretation of the law, including how it
will be implemented. The President can also use
speeches, press releases, and other public statements to

express his views on government information policy.

The President's authority to shape government
information policy is not absolute. Congress can pass
laws that override executive orders and memoranda.
The courts can also review executive orders and
memoranda to ensure that they are consistent with the
Constitution and other laws. However, the President's
authority to shape government information policy is
still significant, and it is important to be aware of the

potential impact of the President's actions in this area.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.

18



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: Information Policy Landscape *
Information Policy in the United States * Legislative
Framework for Government Information * Executive
Orders and Memoranda on Information * Role of the
Courts in Shaping Information Policy * Emerging

Trends in Information Policy

Chapter 2: Executive Branch Information * The
White House: Information Dissemination and Policy *
Executive Departments and Agencies: Sources of
Government Data * Independent Agencies and
Commissions: Specialized Information Resources *
Government Printing Office: Disseminating Official
Publications * National Archives and Records

Administration: Preserving Government Records

Chapter 3: Legislative Branch Information *
Congress: Lawmaking and Information Resources *

Congressional Committees: Investigative and Oversight

19



Functions * Congressional Research  Service:
Nonpartisan Policy Analysis * Library of Congress:
Legislative Research and Reference Services *
Government Accountability Office: Auditing and

Evaluation

Chapter 4: Judicial Branch Information * Supreme
Court: Landmark Rulings on Government Information
* Federal Courts: Case Law and Legal Precedents *
Administrative Law: Agencies and the Judiciary *
Freedom of Information Act: Access to Government
Records * Privacy Act: Protection of Personal

Information

Chapter 5: Information Technology and
Government * E-Government: Online Access to
Government Services * Open Data Initiatives:
Transparency and Public Participation * Cybersecurity:
Protecting Government Information * Cloud

Computing: Implications for Government Data

20



Management * Artificial Intelligence: Enhancing

Information Analysis

Chapter 6: Information Access and Accountability *
Freedom of Information Act: Requesting Government
Records * Public Records Laws: State and Local Access
* Government Transparency: Promoting Accountability
* Whistleblower Protection: Encouraging Disclosure of
Misconduct * Sunshine Laws: Open Meetings and

Public Records

Chapter 7: Information Literacy and Research *
Evaluating Government Information Sources *
Conducting Effective Research * Using Government
Databases and Websites * Accessing Archival
Collections * Copyright and Fair Use in Government

Publications

Chapter 8: Statistical Information * Census Bureau:
Population and Economic Data * Bureau of Labor
Statistics: Labor Market Information * National Center

for Health Statistics: Health and Vital Statistics *

21



Bureau of Economic Analysis: Economic Indicators *

Other Statistical Agencies: Specialized Data Sources

Chapter 9: Administrative Law and Government
Information *  Rulemaking Process: Public
Participation and Access * Administrative Hearings:
Information Gathering and Decision-Making *
Administrative Appeals: Review of Agency Actions *
Judicial Review of Administrative Decisions: Access to
Information * Impact of Administrative Law on

Government Information

Chapter 10: Emerging Issues in Government
Information * Big Data and Government: Challenges
and Opportunities * Social Media and Government
Communication * Fake News and Misinformation:
Implications for Government Information * Data
Privacy in the Government Era * Future of Government

Information: Technological and Legal Considerations

22



This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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