
Suspicious Measures: The Harm Caused 

by  the  U.S.  Government's  Failed  Drug 

Policies

Introduction

Imagine  a  world  where  people  are  arrested,  their 

homes raided, and their lives turned upside down, all 

because  of  a  plant.  This  is  the  reality  for  countless 

individuals  caught  in  the  crosshairs  of  the  war  on 

drugs, a misguided and harmful policy that has caused 

immense  damage  to  communities  across  the  United 

States.

In this book, we will delve into the dark underbelly of 

the war on drugs, exposing the injustices, the human 

suffering, and the devastating consequences it has had 

on society. We will examine the origins of this failed 
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policy, its impact on individuals and communities, and 

the urgent need for reform.

The war on drugs has been waged for decades, fueled 

by fear, misinformation, and political opportunism. It 

has led to the mass incarceration of nonviolent drug 

offenders,  the militarization of  police  forces,  and the 

erosion of civil liberties. The consequences have been 

devastating, particularly for communities of color, who 

have borne the brunt of this misguided crusade.

We will also explore the economic and social costs of 

the war on drugs, including the billions of dollars spent 

on  law  enforcement  and  prisons,  the  loss  of 

productivity due to incarceration, and the disruption of 

families and communities. We will examine the failed 

attempts at drug interdiction, which have done little to 

stem the flow of drugs into the country, and we will 

highlight the unintended consequences of prohibition, 

such as  the  rise  of  cartels  and the  increase  in  drug-

related violence.
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Furthermore, we will investigate the role of the media 

in  perpetuating  the  fear  and  misinformation 

surrounding drug use, and we will expose the political 

and  economic  interests  that  have  fueled  the  war  on 

drugs. We will also examine the growing movement for 

drug policy reform, highlighting the voices of activists, 

experts,  and everyday people  who are  fighting  for  a 

more just and humane approach to drug policy.

It is time to end the war on drugs and adopt a more 

compassionate  and evidence-based  approach to  drug 

use.  We need  to  invest  in  treatment  and  prevention 

programs, decriminalize drug possession, and regulate 

and legalize the sale of  certain drugs.  These reforms 

will not only save lives and reduce crime, but they will 

also help to restore the trust between communities and 

law enforcement.
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Book Description

In "Suspicious Measures: The Harm Caused by the U.S. 

Government's Failed Drug Policies," we take a critical 

look at the disastrous war on drugs and its devastating 

impact on individuals,  communities,  and society as a 

whole. This comprehensive book exposes the injustices, 

human suffering, and unintended consequences of this 

misguided policy.

Delving  into  the  origins  and  history  of  the  war  on 

drugs,  we reveal  the  political  opportunism and fear-

mongering that fueled its inception and continuation. 

We examine the mass incarceration of nonviolent drug 

offenders,  the militarization of  police  forces,  and the 

erosion of  civil  liberties  that  have resulted from this 

failed approach.

With meticulous research and compelling storytelling, 

we  explore  the  human  toll  of  the  war  on  drugs, 

highlighting the shattered lives,  broken families,  and 

4



destroyed communities left in its wake. We investigate 

the  racial  disparities  in  drug arrests  and sentencing, 

exposing  the  systemic  racism  that  permeates  the 

criminal justice system.

Furthermore, we analyze the economic and social costs 

of the war on drugs,  including the billions of dollars 

wasted  on  law  enforcement  and  prisons,  the  loss  of 

productivity due to incarceration, and the disruption of 

families  and  communities.  We  examine  the  failed 

attempts at drug interdiction, which have done little to 

stem  the  flow  of  drugs  into  the  country,  and  we 

highlight the unintended consequences of prohibition, 

such as  the  rise  of  cartels  and the  increase  in  drug-

related violence.

"Suspicious Measures" also investigates the role of the 

media  in  perpetuating  the  fear  and  misinformation 

surrounding drug use, and we expose the political and 

economic interests that have fueled the war on drugs. 

We  also  examine  the  growing  movement  for  drug 
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policy  reform,  highlighting  the  voices  of  activists, 

experts,  and everyday people  who are  fighting  for  a 

more just and humane approach to drug policy.

This book is a call to action, urging readers to demand 

an end to the war on drugs and to embrace a more 

compassionate  and evidence-based  approach to  drug 

use.  It  is  time to  invest  in treatment and prevention 

programs, decriminalize drug possession, and regulate 

and legalize the sale of  certain drugs.  These reforms 

will not only save lives and reduce crime, but they will 

also help to restore the trust between communities and 

law enforcement.
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Chapter 1: Unjust Enforcement

The Illusion of a Drug Crisis

The war on drugs is  predicated on the idea that  the 

United States is facing a drug crisis of unprecedented 

proportions. However, this perception is largely based 

on  fear-mongering  and  misinformation.  The  truth  is 

that  drug  use  in  the  United  States  is  relatively  low 

compared to other countries, and the vast majority of 

drug  users  are  not  addicted  and  do  not  engage  in 

criminal behavior.

One of the most common myths about drug use is that 

it is rampant among young people. However, data from 

the National Survey on Drug Use and Health shows that 

drug  use  among  teenagers  has  actually  declined  in 

recent  years.  In  2020,  only  6.5%  of  12th  graders 

reported using  marijuana in  the  past  30  days,  down 

from 11.7% in 2013. Similarly, the rate of past-month 
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cocaine use among 12th graders fell from 2.2% in 2013 

to 1.0% in 2020.

Another  myth  is  that  drug  use  is  a  major  factor  in 

crime.  However,  studies  have  shown  that  the 

relationship between drug use and crime is  complex 

and often overstated. In fact, most drug users are not 

involved in criminal activity. A 2010 study by the RAND 

Corporation found that "the vast majority of drug users 

do  not  commit  crimes,  and  those  who  do  commit 

crimes tend to be involved in low-level offenses."

The perception of  a  drug crisis  is  also  fueled by the 

media, which often sensationalizes stories about drug 

use  and  drug-related  crime.  This  coverage  can  lead 

people to believe that drug use is more widespread and 

dangerous than it actually is.

The illusion of a drug crisis has been used to justify the 

war on drugs, which has had devastating consequences 

for individuals, families, and communities. It is time to 

end  the  fear-mongering  and  misinformation  and  to 
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adopt a more rational and compassionate approach to 

drug use.
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Chapter 1: Unjust Enforcement

Targeting  Minorities  and  Vulnerable 

Communities

The  war  on  drugs  has  had  a  devastating  impact  on 

minority  and  vulnerable  communities  in  the  United 

States. People of color, particularly African Americans 

and  Latinos,  are  disproportionately  targeted  by  law 

enforcement for drug offenses,  even though they use 

and sell  drugs  at  similar  rates  as  white  people.  This 

disparity is due to a number of factors, including racial 

profiling,  implicit  bias,  and  the  over-policing  of 

minority neighborhoods.

Racial Profiling:

Racial  profiling  is  a  major  factor  in  the  over-

incarceration  of  people  of  color  for  drug  offenses. 

Studies have shown that police are more likely to stop, 

search,  and arrest  people  of  color  for  drug  offenses, 

even when they are no more likely to be carrying drugs 
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than  white  people.  This  disparity  is  often  due  to 

implicit bias, or the unconscious association of certain 

racial groups with crime.

Implicit Bias:

Implicit bias is a major problem in law enforcement, 

and it plays a role in the over-incarceration of people of 

color for drug offenses. Police officers are more likely 

to  perceive  people  of  color  as  criminals,  even  when 

they are not engaged in any criminal activity. This bias 

can lead to officers stopping, searching, and arresting 

people of color for drug offenses, even when they have 

no probable cause to do so.

Over-Policing of Minority Neighborhoods:

Minority neighborhoods are often over-policed, which 

means  that  there  are  more  police  officers  patrolling 

these  neighborhoods  than  there  are  in  white 

neighborhoods. This increased police presence leads to 
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more stops, searches, and arrests, which in turn leads 

to higher rates of incarceration for people of color.

The  over-incarceration  of  people  of  color  for  drug 

offenses  has  had  a  devastating  impact  on  these 

communities. It has led to the breakup of families, the 

loss of jobs and housing, and the creation of a cycle of 

poverty  and crime.  It  has  also  eroded trust  between 

law enforcement and minority communities, making it 

more  difficult  for  police  to  solve  crimes  and  keep 

communities safe.
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Chapter 1: Unjust Enforcement

The War on Drugs as a Tool of Oppression

The war on drugs has been used as a tool of oppression 

against  marginalized  communities,  particularly 

communities of color. This has been achieved through 

discriminatory  enforcement  of  drug  laws,  racial 

profiling, and harsh sentencing policies.

Racial Profiling and Discriminatory Enforcement

African  Americans  and  Latinx  people  are 

disproportionately  targeted  by  law  enforcement  for 

drug offenses, even though they use and sell drugs at 

similar rates to white people. This disparity is due to 

racial profiling, a practice in which police officers stop, 

question,  and  search  people  based  on  their  race  or 

ethnicity, rather than on any reasonable suspicion of 

criminal activity.

For example, a study by the American Civil  Liberties 

Union found that in New York City, black people were 
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nine times more likely  to  be  stopped and frisked by 

police  than white  people,  even though they were no 

more likely to be found with drugs or weapons.

Harsh Sentencing Policies

The  war  on  drugs  has  also  led  to  harsh  sentencing 

policies  for  drug  offenses,  which  have 

disproportionately impacted communities of color. For 

example, in the United States, the mandatory minimum 

sentence for possession of crack cocaine is 100 times 

harsher  than  the  mandatory  minimum  sentence  for 

possession  of  powder  cocaine,  even  though  the  two 

drugs are pharmacologically similar.

This  disparity  in  sentencing  has  led  to  a  mass 

incarceration crisis, with the United States having the 

highest  incarceration  rate  in  the  world.  African 

Americans and Latinx people are also more likely to be 

incarcerated for drug offenses than white people, even 

though they use and sell drugs at similar rates.
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The Consequences of Drug War Oppression

The war on drugs has had devastating consequences 

for communities of color. Mass incarceration has led to 

the breakup of families, the loss of jobs and housing, 

and the creation of a permanent underclass. It has also 

contributed to the school-to-prison pipeline,  in which 

students are pushed out of school and into the criminal 

justice system.

The war on drugs has also created a climate of fear and 

distrust between law enforcement and communities of 

color. This has made it more difficult for police to solve 

crimes and build relationships with the communities 

they serve.

Conclusion

The war on drugs has been a tool of oppression against 

marginalized  communities,  particularly  communities 

of  color.  It  has  led to  racial  profiling,  discriminatory 

enforcement  of  drug laws,  harsh sentencing  policies, 
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and  mass  incarceration.  These  policies  have  had 

devastating  consequences  for  communities  of  color, 

and they have done little to reduce drug use or crime.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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