Mississippi Blues: The Story of Fannie

Lou Hamer

Introduction

Fannie Lou Hamer was a civil rights activist who
devoted her life to helping Black Americans register to
vote and gain a national political voice. She was born in
1917 in Mississippi, the youngest of 20 children. Her
parents were sharecroppers, and she grew up in
poverty. Hamer began working in the fields at a young
age, and she experienced firsthand the discrimination

and violence that Black people faced in the South.

In 1962, Hamer attended a voter registration workshop
led by the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC). She was inspired by the workshop, and she
soon became involved in the civil rights movement.

Hamer helped to organize voter registration drives and



freedom schools, and she spoke out against the racism

and violence that Black people faced.

In 1964, Hamer was elected as a delegate to the
Democratic National Convention. However, she and
other MFDP delegates were denied their seats at the
convention. Hamer's speech at the convention, in
which she described the violence and intimidation that
Black people faced in Mississippi, helped to raise

awareness of the civil rights struggle.

Hamer continued to work for civil rights until her
death in 1977. She was a tireless advocate for voting
rights, and she helped to bring about major changes in
American society. Hamer was a courageous and
inspiring leader, and her legacy continues to inspire

people today.

Fannie Lou Hamer was a true American hero. She
fought for justice and equality, and she made a
difference in the world. Her story is one that should be

told and retold for generations to come.
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Book Description

Mississippi Blues: The Story of Fannie Lou Hamer
tells the story of one of the most important civil rights
activists of the 20th century. Born into poverty in
Mississippi, Hamer experienced firsthand the
discrimination and violence that Black people faced in
the South. But she never gave up hope, and she

dedicated her life to fighting for justice and equality.

Hamer's story is one of courage, determination, and
resilience. She was a tireless advocate for voting rights,
and she helped to bring about major changes in
American society. She was also a gifted orator, and her
speeches helped to raise awareness of the civil rights

struggle.

Mississippi Blues is more than just a biography of
Fannie Lou Hamer. It is also a history of the civil rights
movement in Mississippi, and a look at the challenges

that Black people faced in the South during the Jim



Crow era. The book is also a celebration of Hamer's
legacy, and it shows how her work continues to inspire

people today.

Fannie Lou Hamer was a true American hero. She
fought for justice and equality, and she made a
difference in the world. Her story is one that should be

told and retold for generations to come.

Mississippi Blues is a must-read for anyone who wants
to learn more about the civil rights movement, or about
the life of one of the most important activists of the
20th century. Hamer's story is an inspiration to us all,
and it shows us that anything is possible if we have the

courage to stand up for what we believe in.



Chapter 1: Fannie Lou Hamer's Early

Life
1. Birth and Family

Fannie Lou Hamer was born on October 6, 1917, in
Montgomery County, Mississippi. She was the youngest
of 20 children born to Louella and James Townsend
Hamer. Her parents were sharecroppers, and they
lived in a small, two-room house. Hamer's childhood
was marked by poverty and hardship. Her family
struggled to make ends meet, and she often went
hungry. She began working in the fields at a young age,
and she experienced firsthand the discrimination and

violence that Black people faced in the South.

Despite the challenges she faced, Hamer was a bright
and determined child. She loved to learn, and she
excelled in school. She was also a gifted singer, and she

often sang in the church choir. Hamer's faith was an



important part of her life, and it gave her strength and

hope during difficult times.

Hamer's family was very close-knit, and she had a
strong bond with her siblings. She was also close to her
grandparents, who lived nearby. Hamer's grandparents
were former slaves, and they taught her about the
history of slavery and the importance of fighting for

justice.

Hamer's early life experiences shaped her into the
strong and courageous woman she became. She was a
tireless advocate for civil rights, and she dedicated her

life to fighting for justice and equality for all.



Chapter 1: Fannie Lou Hamer's Early

Life
2. Childhood and Education

Fannie Lou Hamer was born on October 6, 1917, in
Montgomery County, Mississippi. She was the youngest
of 20 children born to Louella Townsend and James Lee
Townsend. Her parents were sharecroppers, and the
family lived in poverty. Hamer began working in the
fields at a young age, and she experienced firsthand the
discrimination and violence that Black people faced in

the South.

Despite the challenges she faced, Hamer was a bright
and ambitious child. She attended school in a one-room
schoolhouse, and she excelled in her studies. Hamer
was particularly interested in reading and writing, and
she loved to learn. She also enjoyed singing and playing

the guitar.



Hamer's education was interrupted when she was 12
years old. Her family was evicted from their home, and
they were forced to move to a plantation. Hamer had to
work in the fields to help support her family, and she

was no longer able to attend school.

However, Hamer never gave up on her dream of
getting an education. She continued to read and write
on her own, and she eventually earned her GED.
Hamer's love of learning stayed with her throughout
her life, and she was always eager to share her

knowledge with others.



Chapter 1: Fannie Lou Hamer's Early

Life
3. Early Activism

Fannie Lou Hamer's early activism was inspired by her
experiences as a Black woman in the Jim Crow South.
She grew up in a sharecropping family in Mississippi,
and she witnessed firsthand the discrimination and
violence that Black people faced. Hamer was also a
devout Christian, and she believed that her faith called

her to fight for justice.

In 1962, Hamer attended a voter registration workshop
led by the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC). The workshop inspired her to become involved
in the civil rights movement, and she soon began
working to register Black voters in Mississippi. Hamer's
work was dangerous, and she faced threats and

violence from white supremacists. However, she



refused to be intimidated, and she continued to work

for voting rights.

In 1963, Hamer was arrested for trying to register Black
voters. She was beaten and jailed, but she refused to
give up. Hamer's arrest and imprisonment drew
national attention to the civil rights struggle in

Mississippi, and it helped to galvanize the movement.

Hamer's early activism helped to lay the foundation for
the civil rights movement in Mississippi. She was a
courageous and inspiring leader, and her work helped

to bring about major changes in American society.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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