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Presidency of James K. Polk

Introduction

James  K.  Polk,  the  eleventh  president  of  the  United 

States,  served  from  1845  to  1849.  During  his 

presidency,  he  oversaw  a  period  of  significant 

expansion and territorial acquisition, earning him the 

nickname  "Young  Hickory."  Polk's  presidency  was 

marked by  a  number  of  important  events,  including 

the Mexican-American War, the Oregon Treaty, and the 

California Gold Rush.

Polk was born in North Carolina in 1795.  He studied 

law  and  served  in  the  Tennessee  legislature  before 

being elected to the U.S.  House of  Representatives in 

1825. He served as Speaker of the House from 1835 to 
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1839. In 1844, Polk was elected president on a platform 

of expansionism.

As  president,  Polk  pursued  an  aggressive  policy  of 

expansion.  He  annexed  Texas,  which  had  been  an 

independent  republic  since  1836.  He  also  negotiated 

the  Oregon  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which 

established  the  boundary  between  the  United  States 

and Canada at the 49th parallel.

Polk's  most  significant  accomplishment  was  the 

acquisition  of  California  and  the  Southwest  from 

Mexico as a result of the Mexican-American War. The 

war,  which lasted from 1846 to 1848,  resulted in the 

deaths of thousands of American and Mexican soldiers. 

However, it also resulted in a significant expansion of 

the United States, which gained control of over 500,000 

square miles of territory.

In  addition  to  his  expansionist  policies,  Polk  also 

focused on domestic issues. He vetoed a bill that would 

have  provided  federal  funding  for  internal 
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improvements, arguing that it was unconstitutional. He 

also  supported  the  establishment  of  the  Smithsonian 

Institution and the independent treasury system.

Polk left office in 1849 and died in 1849 at the age of 53. 

He is remembered as a strong and decisive leader who 

oversaw a period of significant expansion and change 

in the United States.

Polk's  presidency  was  a  time  of  great  change  and 

upheaval.  The  United  States  was  expanding  rapidly, 

and Polk's policies played a major role in shaping the 

nation's  future.  He  was  a  controversial  figure  in  his 

own time, but he is now considered one of the most 

important presidents in American history.
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Book Description

James  K.  Polk,  the  eleventh  president  of  the  United 

States,  served  from  1845  to  1849.  During  his 

presidency,  he  oversaw  a  period  of  significant 

expansion and territorial acquisition, earning him the 

nickname  "Young  Hickory."  Polk's  presidency  was 

marked by  a  number  of  important  events,  including 

the Mexican-American War, the Oregon Treaty, and the 

California Gold Rush.

In  America's Destiny Beckons, historian Pasquale De 

Marco  provides  a  comprehensive  and  engaging 

account of Polk's presidency. Pasquale De Marco draws 

on a wide range of sources, including Polk's personal 

papers,  letters,  and  speeches,  to  provide  a  fresh 

perspective  on  this  important  figure  in  American 

history.

Polk was a strong and decisive leader who pursued an 

aggressive  policy  of  expansion.  He  annexed  Texas, 
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negotiated the Oregon Treaty, and acquired California 

and  the  Southwest  from  Mexico  as  a  result  of  the 

Mexican-American  War.  These  actions  significantly 

expanded the territory of the United States and helped 

to shape the nation's future.

Polk was also a controversial figure. He vetoed a bill 

that would have provided federal funding for internal 

improvements, arguing that it was unconstitutional. He 

also  supported  the  establishment  of  the  Smithsonian 

Institution and the independent treasury system.

Pasquale De Marco argues that Polk's presidency was a 

time of great change and upheaval. The United States 

was  expanding  rapidly,  and  Polk's  policies  played  a 

major  role  in  shaping  the  nation's  future.  He  was  a 

controversial  figure  in  his  own  time,  but  he  is  now 

considered  one  of  the  most  important  presidents  in 

American history.

America's Destiny Beckons is a must-read for anyone 

interested in American history, Jacksonian America, or 
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the  presidency  of  James  K.  Polk.  Pasquale  De  Marco 

provides a fresh perspective on this important figure 

and his impact on the United States. 
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Chapter 1: The Rise of a President

Polk's Early Life and Education

James  K.  Polk  was  born  on  November  2,  1795,  in 

Pineville,  North  Carolina.  He  was  the  eldest  of  ten 

children born to Samuel Polk, a farmer and surveyor, 

and  Jane  Knox  Polk.  Polk's  father  was  a  strong 

supporter of the American Revolution, and he instilled 

in  his  son  a  love  of  country  and  a  belief  in  the 

importance of public service.

Polk  received  a  classical  education,  studying  Latin, 

Greek, and mathematics. He attended the University of 

North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  for  two  years  before 

transferring  to  Princeton  University,  where  he 

graduated  in  1818.  After  graduating  from  Princeton, 

Polk studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1820.

Polk began his political career in 1823, when he was 

elected to the Tennessee legislature. He served in the 

legislature  for  six  years,  and  during  that  time  he 
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became  a  close  ally  of  Andrew  Jackson,  the  seventh 

president of the United States. In 1825, Polk was elected 

to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served 

for fourteen years.

Polk was a strong supporter of Jackson's policies, and 

he quickly rose through the ranks of  the Democratic 

Party. In 1835, he was elected Speaker of the House, a 

position he held until 1839. As Speaker, Polk played a 

key role in passing a number of  important pieces of 

legislation,  including the Indian Removal Act of  1830 

and the Independent Treasury Act of 1840.

Polk's experience in the House of Representatives made 

him a strong candidate for president. In 1844, he was 

nominated for president by the Democratic Party. Polk 

ran on a platform of expansionism, promising to annex 

Texas and acquire Oregon. He also promised to reduce 

tariffs and reform the banking system.

Polk won the election of 1844 by a narrow margin. He 

defeated Whig candidate Henry Clay, who was also a 
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strong supporter  of  expansionism.  Polk's  victory was 

due in part  to the fact  that he was able to unite the 

Democratic Party behind his candidacy.

Polk's  presidency  was  a  time  of  great  change  and 

upheaval.  The  United  States  was  expanding  rapidly, 

and Polk's policies played a major role in shaping the 

nation's  future.  He  was  a  controversial  figure  in  his 

own time, but he is now considered one of the most 

important presidents in American history.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of a President

Polk's Political Career

James  K.  Polk  began  his  political  career  in  the 

Tennessee legislature,  where he served from 1823 to 

1825.  He  was  elected  to  the  U.S.  House  of 

Representatives in 1825, and he quickly rose through 

the ranks, becoming Speaker of the House in 1835. He 

served as Speaker until 1839, when he resigned to run 

for president.

Polk's  political  career  was  marked  by  his  strong 

support  for  Andrew Jackson  and  his  commitment  to 

Jacksonian Democracy. He was a staunch defender of 

states' rights and a strong advocate for the expansion of 

slavery  into  new  territories.  Polk  was  also  a  strong 

supporter  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  which  he 

believed  was  essential  to  the  security  of  the  United 

States.
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Polk's political career was not without controversy. He 

was  criticized  for  his  support  of  the  annexation  of 

Texas, which many people believed was a violation of 

international  law.  He  was  also  criticized  for  his 

handling of the Mexican-American War, which many 

people believed was unnecessary and unjust.

Despite  the  controversies,  Polk  was  a  successful 

president.  He  achieved  his  major  goals  of  annexing 

Texas and acquiring California and the Southwest from 

Mexico.  He  also  oversaw  a  period  of  economic 

prosperity and growth. Polk left office in 1849 as one of 

the most successful presidents in American history.

Polk's Legacy

Polk's legacy is a mixed one. He is remembered as a 

strong and decisive leader who achieved his goals, but 

he is also remembered for his support of slavery and 

his role in the Mexican-American War.
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Polk's supporters argue that he was a great president 

who  made  America  stronger  and  more  prosperous. 

They  point  to  his  accomplishments,  such  as  the 

annexation of Texas and the acquisition of California 

and the Southwest, as evidence of his success. They also 

argue that his support for slavery was a reflection of 

the times in which he lived.

Polk's  critics  argue  that  he  was  a  ruthless  and 

ambitious politician who was willing to do whatever it 

took to achieve his goals. They point to his role in the 

Mexican-American War and his support for slavery as 

evidence of his ruthlessness. They also argue that his 

policies were ultimately harmful to the United States, 

as they led to the Civil War.

Despite the controversy, there is no doubt that Polk was 

a significant figure in American history. His presidency 

was  a  time  of  great  change  and  upheaval,  and  his 

policies had a lasting impact on the nation.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of a President

The Election of 1844

The election of 1844 was a pivotal moment in American 

history. The two major candidates were Henry Clay, the 

Whig  candidate,  and  James  K.  Polk,  the  Democratic 

candidate.  Clay  was  a  well-known  and  experienced 

politician, having served as Speaker of the House and 

Secretary  of  State.  Polk  was  a  relatively  unknown 

politician,  but  he  was  a  strong  supporter  of 

expansionism, which was a popular issue at the time.

The election was also significant because it was the first 

time  that  a  dark  horse  candidate  had  won  the 

presidency.  Polk  was not  the favorite  to  win,  but  he 

was  able  to  secure  the  Democratic  nomination  after 

several other candidates dropped out of the race.  He 

then went on to defeat Clay in the general election.

Polk's victory was due in part to his strong stance on 

expansionism.  He  promised  to  annex  Texas  and  to 
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acquire Oregon,  which were both popular policies at 

the time. He also benefited from the fact that the Whig 

Party was divided over the issue of slavery.

The  election  of  1844  marked  a  turning  point  in 

American history. It was the beginning of a period of 

expansion and growth that  would eventually  lead to 

the United States becoming a global power.

Polk's Expansionist Platform

Polk's  victory  in  the  election  of  1844  was  a  clear 

indication  that  the  American  people  supported  his 

expansionist policies. He promised to annex Texas and 

to acquire Oregon, and he delivered on both promises.

The annexation of Texas was a controversial issue at 

the  time.  Many  people  in  the  North  opposed 

annexation, fearing that it would lead to the spread of 

slavery.  However,  Polk  was  able  to  overcome  this 

opposition and secure the annexation of Texas in 1845.
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The  acquisition  of  Oregon  was  also  a  significant 

accomplishment for Polk. The Oregon Territory was a 

vast  and fertile  region that  was claimed by both the 

United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Polk  was  able  to 

negotiate  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain  in  1846  that 

established  the  boundary  between  the  United  States 

and Canada at the 49th parallel.

Polk's expansionist policies were a major factor in his 

victory in the election of 1844. He was able to appeal to 

voters who were eager to see the United States expand 

its territory and become a more powerful nation.

The Impact of the Election of 1844

The  election  of  1844  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

United States.  Polk's  victory led to  the annexation of 

Texas  and  the  acquisition  of  Oregon,  which 

significantly expanded the nation's territory. It also led 

to the Mexican-American War,  which resulted in the 

United  States  gaining  control  of  California  and  the 

Southwest.
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The election of  1844 also marked the beginning of  a 

period of intense sectionalism in the United States. The 

issue  of  slavery  was  dividing  the  country,  and  the 

election of Polk, a strong supporter of slavery, further 

exacerbated these divisions. The sectional tensions that 

emerged in the 1840s would eventually lead to the Civil 

War in 1861.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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