
Unveiling  Ten  True  Tales  of  Epic 

Deception

Introduction

Throughout history,  humans have been engaged in a 

constant  battle  against  deception.  From  the  earliest 

days  of  civilization,  con  artists  and  fraudsters  have 

preyed on the gullible and unsuspecting. In the modern 

age, with the advent of sophisticated technology, scams 

have become even more pervasive and damaging.

In  this  book,  we  will  explore  some  of  the  most 

notorious scams of all time, from the Great Post Office 

Robbery to the Bernie Madoff Ponzi scheme. We will 

learn  how  these  scams  were  perpetrated,  the 

devastating consequences they had, and the lessons we 

can learn from them.
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Scams take many different forms, but they all share a 

common goal: to separate people from their money or 

property. Some scams are relatively harmless, such as 

the old-fashioned bait-and-switch, while others can be 

truly  devastating,  such  as  the  Bernie  Madoff  Ponzi 

scheme, which cost investors billions of dollars.

No  one  is  immune  to  scams.  Even  the  most 

sophisticated and intelligent people can be fooled by a 

well-executed  scam.  However,  there  are  some things 

we can do to protect ourselves from becoming victims.

First,  we  need  to  be  aware  of  the  different  types  of 

scams and how they operate.  Second,  we need to be 

skeptical  of  any  unsolicited  offers  or  promises  that 

seem too  good to  be  true.  Third,  we need to  do  our 

research before we invest in anything or give out our 

personal information.

By following these simple steps, we can help to protect 

ourselves from scams and safeguard our hard-earned 

money.
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Scams  are  a  serious  problem,  but  they  are  not 

insurmountable.  By  working  together,  we  can  raise 

awareness  of  scams  and  protect  ourselves  and  our 

loved ones from becoming victims.
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Book Description

Throughout history,  humans have been engaged in a 

constant  battle  against  deception.  From  the  earliest 

days  of  civilization,  con  artists  and  fraudsters  have 

preyed on the gullible and unsuspecting. In the modern 

age, with the advent of sophisticated technology, scams 

have become even more pervasive and damaging.

In  this  book,  we  will  explore  some  of  the  most 

notorious scams of all time, from the Great Post Office 

Robbery to the Bernie Madoff Ponzi scheme. We will 

learn  how  these  scams  were  perpetrated,  the 

devastating consequences they had, and the lessons we 

can learn from them.

Scams take many different forms, but they all share a 

common goal: to separate people from their money or 

property. Some scams are relatively harmless, such as 

the old-fashioned bait-and-switch, while others can be 

4



truly  devastating,  such  as  the  Bernie  Madoff  Ponzi 

scheme, which cost investors billions of dollars.

No  one  is  immune  to  scams.  Even  the  most 

sophisticated and intelligent people can be fooled by a 

well-executed  scam.  However,  there  are  some things 

we can do to protect ourselves from becoming victims.

First,  we  need  to  be  aware  of  the  different  types  of 

scams and how they operate.  Second,  we need to be 

skeptical  of  any  unsolicited  offers  or  promises  that 

seem too  good to  be  true.  Third,  we need to  do  our 

research before we invest in anything or give out our 

personal information.

By following these simple steps, we can help to protect 

ourselves from scams and safeguard our hard-earned 

money.

Scams  are  a  serious  problem,  but  they  are  not 

insurmountable.  By  working  together,  we  can  raise 
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awareness  of  scams  and  protect  ourselves  and  our 

loved ones from becoming victims.
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Chapter 1: Cons of the Centuries

1. The Great Post Office Robbery

In  1834,  one  of  the  most  audacious  robberies  in 

American history took place in Boston, Massachusetts. 

The target was the city's post office, which was located 

in a heavily guarded building on State Street.

The mastermind behind the robbery was a man named 

William Lincoln, a former postal clerk who had been 

fired for embezzlement. Lincoln knew the ins and outs 

of the post office, and he used his knowledge to plan a 

daring heist.

On the night of the robbery, Lincoln and his gang of 

accomplices broke into the post  office and stole over 

$100,000 in cash and stamps. The robbery was a huge 

embarrassment  for  the  government,  and  it  led  to  a 

massive manhunt for the perpetrators.
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Lincoln  and  his  gang  were  eventually  caught  and 

convicted of the robbery. Lincoln was sentenced to life 

in prison, where he died in 1867.

The Great Post Office Robbery was a major crime, but it 

was also a sign of the times. In the early 19th century, 

America was a rapidly growing country, and crime was 

rampant.  The post  office was a particularly tempting 

target for robbers, as it was a repository of large sums 

of money.

The  Great  Post  Office  Robbery  is  a  reminder  of  the 

dangers of greed and the importance of security. It is 

also  a  story  of  human  ingenuity  and  the  lengths  to 

which people will go to get rich quick.
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Chapter 1: Cons of the Centuries

2. The Panama Canal Scam

The  Panama  Canal  is  one  of  the  most  important 

waterways in the world,  connecting the Atlantic  and 

Pacific Oceans. It was built by the United States in the 

early 20th century,  and its  construction was a major 

engineering feat.  However,  the canal's  history is  also 

marred by corruption and scandal.

In  the  early  1880s,  a  French  company  began 

construction of the canal. However, the company was 

plagued  by  financial  problems  and  engineering 

difficulties, and it eventually went bankrupt. In 1903, 

the United States purchased the rights to the canal from 

the French company for $40 million.

The United States then began the task of completing the 

canal.  However,  the  project  was  plagued  by  disease, 

corruption, and mismanagement. The canal was finally 
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completed  in  1914,  but  it  had  cost  the  United  States 

over $350 million to build.

One of the most notorious scandals associated with the 

Panama Canal was the "Panama Canal Scandal." This 

scandal  involved  a  group  of  American  businessmen 

who bribed members of the United States Congress to 

pass legislation that would allow them to profit from 

the  canal's  construction.  The  scandal  led  to  the 

resignation  of  several  members  of  Congress  and  the 

imprisonment of several businessmen.

The Panama Canal Scam is a reminder that even the 

most ambitious projects can be tainted by corruption. It 

is also a reminder that those who are in positions of 

power can be easily tempted by greed.

The Panama Canal is a vital part of the global economy, 

and it has played a major role in the development of 

the United States. However, the canal's history is also a 

reminder that even the most important projects can be 

undermined by corruption and scandal.
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Chapter 1: Cons of the Centuries

3. The Cardiff Giant Hoax

In 1869, a farmer named George Hull discovered a 10-

foot-tall,  petrified  human  figure  in  a  well  on  his 

property  in  Cardiff,  New  York.  The  figure,  which 

became known as the Cardiff Giant, was initially hailed 

as a genuine archaeological discovery. However, it was 

later revealed to be a hoax, perpetrated by Hull and his 

cousin, William Newell.

The Cardiff Giant was made of gypsum, a soft mineral 

that is easily carved. Hull and Newell had purchased a 

block of gypsum from a quarry in Iowa and carved it 

into the shape of a human body. They then buried the 

figure  in  a  well  on  Hull's  property  and  waited  for 

someone to find it.

When Hull  discovered the figure,  he pretended to be 

shocked and amazed. He claimed that he had found the 

remains of a prehistoric giant. News of the discovery 
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quickly  spread,  and  soon  people  from  all  over  the 

country were flocking to Cardiff to see the giant.

Hull  and Newell  charged admission to  see  the giant, 

and  they  made  a  small  fortune  from  the  hoax. 

However, their scheme eventually began to unravel. In 

1870, a geologist named James Hall examined the giant 

and determined that it was a fake.

Hull and Newell were arrested and charged with fraud. 

They  were  convicted  and  sentenced  to  prison. 

However, they were released on appeal after serving 

only a few months.

The Cardiff Giant hoax is a reminder that even the most 

outrageous scams can be successful  if  they are  well-

executed. It is also a reminder that we should always 

be skeptical of claims that seem too good to be true.

The  Cardiff  Giant  is  still  on  display  today  at  the 

Farmers'  Museum in Cooperstown,  New York.  It  is  a 
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popular tourist attraction, and it continues to fascinate 

people with its story of deception and greed.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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