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Introduction

The Civil War was one of the most devastating conflicts 

in American history. It pitted brother against brother 

and  left  a  legacy  of  bitterness  that  lasted  for 

generations. One of the most tragic aspects of the war 

was the treatment of prisoners of war.

Both the Union and the Confederacy established prison 

camps  to  hold  captured  soldiers.  These  camps  were 

often overcrowded, unsanitary, and deadly. Thousands 

of  prisoners  died  from  disease,  starvation,  and 

exposure.

The conditions in the prison camps were so bad that 

they  shocked  the  world.  Reports  of  the  horrors  that 
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were  taking  place  inside  the  camps  led  to  an 

international outcry. In response, the International Red 

Cross was founded in 1863 to provide aid to prisoners 

of war.

Despite the efforts of the Red Cross, the conditions in 

the  prison camps  did  not  improve  significantly  until 

the end of the war. By that time, over 300,000 prisoners 

had died in captivity.

The treatment of prisoners of war during the Civil War 

is a dark chapter in American history. It is a reminder 

of the horrors that can occur when war is allowed to 

spiral out of control.

The Civil War was also a turning point in the history of 

international law. The Geneva Convention, which was 

signed in 1864, established standards for the treatment 

of prisoners of war. The Geneva Convention has been 

updated several  times since then,  and it  remains the 

cornerstone of  international  law on the treatment of 

prisoners of war.
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The Civil  War had a  profound impact  on the United 

States.  It  led  to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  the 

reunification  of  the  country,  and the  birth  of  a  new 

nation.  The  war  also  left  a  legacy  of  bitterness  and 

division that lasted for generations.

The treatment of prisoners of war during the Civil War 

is a reminder of the importance of upholding the rule 

of law, even in times of war. It is also a reminder of the 

importance of compassion and humanity.
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Book Description

Prisoner  of  Wars  in  the  American  Civil  War:  A 

History of Internment and Exchange is the definitive 

history of the treatment of prisoners of war during the 

American  Civil  War.  This  comprehensive  and  well-

researched  book  examines  the  conditions  in  both 

Union and Confederate prison camps, the role of the 

Red Cross, and the impact of the Geneva Convention.

Based on extensive research, Prisoner of Wars in the 

American Civil  War:  A History of  Internment and 

Exchange reveals  the  horrors  that  thousands  of 

prisoners  of  war  endured during  the  Civil  War.  The 

book  describes  the  overcrowded  and  unsanitary 

conditions  in  the  camps,  the  rampant  disease  and 

starvation, and the brutality of the guards.

Prisoner  of  Wars  in  the  American  Civil  War:  A 

History of Internment and Exchange also examines 

the efforts of the Red Cross to provide aid to prisoners 
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of war. The book describes the challenges that the Red 

Cross  faced,  the  successes  that  it  achieved,  and  the 

impact that it had on the treatment of prisoners of war.

In addition to the Red Cross,  Prisoner of Wars in the 

American Civil  War:  A History of  Internment and 

Exchange also  examines  the  role  of  the  Geneva 

Convention in the treatment of prisoners of war. The 

book describes the history of the Geneva Convention, 

its provisions, and the impact that it had on the Civil 

War.

Prisoner  of  Wars  in  the  American  Civil  War:  A 

History  of  Internment  and Exchange is  a  valuable 

resource  for  anyone  interested  in  the  history  of  the 

Civil  War,  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  or  the 

development of international law. The book is written 

in a clear and concise style, and it is fully illustrated 

with photographs and maps.

Prisoner  of  Wars  in  the  American  Civil  War:  A 

History of Internment and Exchange is a must-read 
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for anyone who wants to understand the full story of 

the Civil War. The book is a powerful reminder of the 

horrors of  war and the importance of  upholding the 

rule of law. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Outbreak  of  Civil  War 

and the First Prisoners

1. The Causes of the Civil War

The American Civil War was fought between the Union 

(the  northern  states)  and  the  Confederacy  (the 

southern states) from 1861 to 1865. The war was fought 

over  a  number  of  issues,  including  slavery,  states' 

rights, and the expansion of the federal government.

Slavery was the most important issue that led to the 

Civil War. The southern states were heavily dependent 

on  slave  labor,  and  they  feared  that  the  election  of 

Abraham  Lincoln,  a  Republican  who  opposed  the 

expansion  of  slavery,  would  lead  to  the  abolition  of 

slavery in the United States.

States' rights were also a major issue in the lead-up to 

the Civil  War.  The southern states believed that they 

had the right to secede from the Union if they felt that 

their interests were not being represented.
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The expansion of the federal government was another 

issue  that  led  to  the  Civil  War.  The  southern  states 

believed  that  the  federal  government  was  becoming 

too powerful, and they feared that it would eventually 

encroach on their rights.

The election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 was the final 

straw  for  many  southerners.  Lincoln  was  a  vocal 

opponent of slavery, and his election convinced many 

southerners that the North was determined to destroy 

their way of life.

In response to Lincoln's election, seven southern states 

seceded from the Union in 1861. The Union responded 

by sending troops to put down the rebellion, and the 

Civil War began.

The  Civil  War  was  a  long  and  bloody  conflict.  It 

resulted in the deaths of over 600,000 people, and it left 

a  legacy  of  bitterness  and  division  that  lasted  for 

generations.
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Chapter  1:  The  Outbreak  of  Civil  War 

and the First Prisoners

2. The Battle of Fort Sumter

The Battle  of  Fort  Sumter  was  the  first  battle  of  the 

American Civil War. It took place on April 12–13, 1861, 

in  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina.  Confederate 

forces  attacked  the  fort,  which  was  held  by  Union 

forces.  The  battle  ended  with  the  surrender  of  the 

Union forces.

The Battle of Fort Sumter was a turning point in the 

American  Civil  War.  It  marked  the  beginning  of  the 

war and led to the secession of several Southern states 

from the Union. The battle also had a significant impact 

on the treatment of prisoners of war during the war.

The Confederate forces that attacked Fort Sumter were 

led  by  General  P.G.T.  Beauregard.  The  Union  forces 

were led by Major Robert Anderson. The battle began 

on  April  12,  1861,  when Confederate  forces  fired  on 
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Fort Sumter.  The Union forces returned fire,  and the 

battle raged for over 30 hours.

On April 13, 1861, the Union forces surrendered. The 

Confederate  forces  had  captured  the  fort,  and  the 

Union forces were forced to retreat. The Battle of Fort 

Sumter was a victory for the Confederate forces, and it 

marked the beginning of the American Civil War.

The Battle of Fort Sumter had a significant impact on 

the treatment of prisoners of war during the Civil War. 

The  Confederate  forces  that  captured  Fort  Sumter 

treated  the  Union  prisoners  harshly.  The  prisoners 

were held in overcrowded and unsanitary conditions, 

and they were often denied food and water. Many of 

the prisoners died from disease or starvation.

The treatment of Union prisoners at Fort Sumter led to 

an  outcry  from  the  North.  The  Northern  public  was 

outraged by the way that the Confederate forces were 

treating  the  prisoners.  The  outcry  led  to  the 

establishment  of  the  Union  Army's  Prisoner  of  War 
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Bureau. The bureau was responsible for overseeing the 

treatment of Confederate prisoners of war.

The Battle of Fort Sumter was a turning point in the 

American  Civil  War.  It  marked  the  beginning  of  the 

war and led to the secession of several Southern states 

from the Union. The battle also had a significant impact 

on the treatment of prisoners of war during the war.
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Chapter  1:  The  Outbreak  of  Civil  War 

and the First Prisoners

3. The First Prisoners of War

The first prisoners of war in the American Civil  War 

were  captured  at  the  Battle  of  Fort  Sumter  in  April 

1861. The Union garrison at Fort Sumter surrendered 

to  Confederate  forces  after  a  34-hour  bombardment. 

The  Confederate  soldiers  took  86  Union  soldiers 

prisoner.

The Confederate government initially  held the Union 

prisoners of war at Fort Pulaski in Georgia. However, 

the  conditions  at  Fort  Pulaski  were  so  bad  that  the 

prisoners  were  soon  moved  to  Fort  Warren  in 

Massachusetts.

The Union government also took Confederate prisoners 

of  war.  The  first  Confederate  prisoners  of  war  were 

captured at the Battle of Big Bethel in June 1861. The 

Union soldiers took 18 Confederate soldiers prisoner.
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The Union government held the Confederate prisoners 

of  war  at  Fort  Lafayette  in  New  York  Harbor.  The 

conditions  at  Fort  Lafayette  were  also  bad,  and  the 

prisoners  were  soon  moved  to  Fort  Warren  in 

Massachusetts.

The exchange of prisoners of war began in July 1861. 

The  Union  and  Confederate  governments  agreed  to 

exchange  prisoners  on  a  one-for-one  basis.  The  first 

exchange of  prisoners took place at  Aiken's  Landing, 

Virginia.

The  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  continued 

throughout  the  Civil  War.  However,  the  exchange 

process  was  often  slow  and  difficult.  The  two  sides 

often disagreed on the number of prisoners that they 

held,  and  they  sometimes  refused  to  exchange 

prisoners who were considered to be valuable.

Despite  the  difficulties,  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of 

war  helped  to  reduce  the  suffering  of  the  prisoners. 
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The  exchange  process  also  helped  to  build  trust 

between the two sides.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

19


	Prisoner of Wars in the American Civil War: A History of Internment and Exchange
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: The Outbreak of Civil War and the First Prisoners
	1. The Causes of the Civil War

	Chapter 1: The Outbreak of Civil War and the First Prisoners
	2. The Battle of Fort Sumter

	Chapter 1: The Outbreak of Civil War and the First Prisoners
	3. The First Prisoners of War

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

