
The Crusade Chronicles

Introduction

The  Crusades  were  a  series  of  religious  wars  fought 

between Christians and Muslims from the 11th to the 

13th centuries. The stated goal of the Crusades was to 

reclaim the Holy Land from Muslim control, but they 

also had a significant impact on the political, economic, 

and  cultural  development  of  both  Europe  and  the 

Middle East.

The First Crusade was launched in 1095 by Pope Urban 

II, who called on Christians to liberate the Holy Land 

from  the  Seljuk  Turks.  The  Crusaders  captured 

Jerusalem  in  1099  and  established  the  Kingdom  of 

Jerusalem,  which  lasted  for  nearly  two  centuries. 

However,  the  Muslims  eventually  recaptured 

Jerusalem in 1187, leading to the launch of the Second 

Crusade.
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The  Second  Crusade  was  led  by  King  Louis  VII  of 

France  and  Emperor  Conrad  III  of  Germany.  The 

Crusaders failed to recapture Jerusalem, but they did 

manage  to  capture  the  city  of  Damascus.  The  Third 

Crusade  was  led  by  King  Richard  the  Lionheart  of 

England,  King  Philip  II  of  France,  and  Emperor 

Frederick  Barbarossa  of  Germany.  The  Crusaders 

captured  Acre  in  1191,  but  they  failed  to  recapture 

Jerusalem.

The  Fourth  Crusade  was  launched  in  1202  by  Pope 

Innocent III. The Crusaders were originally supposed to 

attack Egypt, but they were diverted to Constantinople, 

which they captured and sacked in 1204. The sack of 

Constantinople  had  a  devastating  impact  on  the 

Byzantine Empire, which never fully recovered.

The  Fifth  Crusade  was  launched  in  1217  by  Pope 

Honorius  III.  The  Crusaders  captured  Damietta  in 

Egypt, but they were defeated at the Battle of Mansura 

in  1221.  The  Sixth  Crusade  was  led  by  Emperor 
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Frederick II of Germany. Frederick negotiated a treaty 

with  the  Sultan  of  Egypt,  which  gave  the  Crusaders 

control of Jerusalem for ten years.

The  Seventh  Crusade  was  launched  in  1248  by  King 

Louis IX of France. The Crusaders captured Damietta 

again,  but  they  were  defeated  at  the  Battle  of  al-

Mansurah in  1250.  Louis  was  captured and held  for 

ransom. The Eighth Crusade was also led by King Louis 

IX of France. Louis landed in Tunis in 1270, but he died 

of dysentery shortly after arriving.

The  Crusades  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

development  of  Europe  and  the  Middle  East.  The 

Crusades helped to spread new ideas and technologies 

between Europe and the Middle East. They also led to 

the  rise  of  new  political  and  economic  powers  in 

Europe. The Crusades also had a significant impact on 

the development of Christianity and Islam.
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Book Description

The  Crusade  Chronicles  tells  the  epic  story  of  the 

Crusades,  a  series  of  religious  wars  fought  between 

Christians  and  Muslims  from  the  11th  to  the  13th 

centuries. The Crusades had a profound impact on the 

political,  economic, and cultural development of both 

Europe and the Middle East.

In  this  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  a 

comprehensive  overview of  the  Crusades,  from their 

origins to their aftermath. Pasquale De Marco draws on 

a wealth of primary and secondary sources to provide 

a nuanced and balanced account of this complex and 

fascinating period of history.

The  Crusade  Chronicles  is  divided  into  ten  chapters, 

each of which covers a different aspect of the Crusades. 

The chapters are:

 The Call to the East

 The First Crusade
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 The Kingdom of Jerusalem

 The Second Crusade

 The Third Crusade

 The Fourth Crusade

 The Children's Crusade

 The Fifth Crusade

 The Sixth Crusade

 The Fall of the Crusader States

Each  chapter  is  further  divided  into  five  topic  titles, 

which  provide  a  more  detailed  overview  of  the 

chapter's content. For example, the chapter on the First 

Crusade includes the following topic titles:

 The Origins of the Crusades

 The Preaching of Peter the Hermit

 The Response of the European Nobility

 The Assembly at Constantinople

 The Siege of Nicaea
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The  Crusade  Chronicles  is  an  essential  resource  for 

anyone interested in the Crusades. Pasquale De Marco 

provides a clear and concise overview of this complex 

and  fascinating  period  of  history.  The  Crusade 

Chronicles  is  also  beautifully  illustrated  with  maps, 

charts, and photographs.
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Chapter 1: The Call to the East

1. The Origins of the Crusades

The  Crusades  were  a  series  of  religious  wars  fought 

between Christians and Muslims from the 11th to the 

13th centuries. The stated goal of the Crusades was to 

reclaim the Holy Land from Muslim control, but they 

also had a significant impact on the political, economic, 

and  cultural  development  of  both  Europe  and  the 

Middle East.

The origins of the Crusades can be traced back to the 

rise of Islam in the 7th century. The Muslim conquests 

of  the  Middle  East,  North  Africa,  and  Spain  brought 

them into  conflict  with the Byzantine Empire,  which 

was the dominant Christian power in the region. The 

Byzantines were defeated by the Muslims at the Battle 

of Manzikert in 1071, which led to the loss of much of 

their territory in Asia Minor.
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The loss of Byzantine territory to the Muslims alarmed 

the  Christian  powers  in  Europe.  Pope  Urban II,  who 

was the head of the Catholic Church at the time, called 

for a crusade to liberate the Holy Land from Muslim 

control.  He  preached  that  it  was  the  duty  of  all 

Christians to fight for the liberation of the Holy Land, 

and he promised that those who died in the crusade 

would be granted a place in heaven.

The call to crusade was met with enthusiasm by many 

people in Europe. Thousands of knights, soldiers, and 

peasants  took  up the  cross  and set  out  for  the  Holy 

Land. The First Crusade was launched in 1095, and it 

succeeded  in  capturing  Jerusalem  in  1099.  The 

Crusaders established the Kingdom of Jerusalem, which 

lasted for nearly two centuries.

The  Crusades  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

development  of  Europe  and  the  Middle  East.  They 

helped to spread new ideas and technologies between 

Europe and the Middle East. They also led to the rise of 
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new  political  and  economic  powers  in  Europe.  The 

Crusades  also  had  a  significant  impact  on  the 

development of Christianity and Islam.
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Chapter 1: The Call to the East

2. The Preaching of Peter the Hermit

Peter the Hermit was a French monk who played a key 

role  in  the  launch  of  the  First  Crusade.  He  traveled 

throughout  Europe,  preaching  that  Christians  had  a 

duty to  liberate the Holy Land from Muslim control. 

Peter's preaching was very effective, and he was able to 

raise a large army of Crusaders.

Peter's army was a motley crew of peasants,  knights, 

and adventurers. They were poorly equipped and had 

little military experience.  However,  they were driven 

by a deep religious fervor and a desire to liberate the 

Holy Land.

Peter's army marched through Europe, gathering more 

recruits along the way. They reached Constantinople in 

1096, where they were met by the Byzantine emperor, 

Alexius  I  Comnenus.  Alexius  was  wary  of  the 

10



Crusaders, but he eventually agreed to allow them to 

cross into Asia Minor.

Peter's  army marched into  Asia  Minor  and began to 

attack Muslim cities. They were initially successful, but 

they were eventually defeated by the Seljuk Turks at 

the Battle of Dorylaeum. Peter himself was captured in 

the battle, but he was later released.

Despite  his  defeat,  Peter  continued  to  preach  the 

Crusade.  He  traveled  back  to  Europe  and  helped  to 

raise another army of Crusaders. This army was led by 

Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  who  eventually  captured 

Jerusalem and established the Kingdom of Jerusalem.

Peter the Hermit was a key figure in the launch of the 

First  Crusade.  His  preaching  helped  to  inspire 

thousands of people to take up the cross and fight for 

the liberation of the Holy Land.
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Chapter 1: The Call to the East

3. The Response of the European Nobility

The response of the European nobility to Pope Urban 

II's  call  for  a  crusade was mixed.  Some nobles  were 

enthusiastic  about  the  idea  of  fighting  for  the  Holy 

Land, while others were more cautious.

One of the first nobles to respond to the pope's call was 

Hugh  of  Vermandois,  a  cousin  of  King  Philip  I  of 

France. Hugh was a powerful and experienced warrior, 

and  he  quickly  raised  an  army  of  over  10,000  men. 

Other nobles who joined the crusade included Robert 

Curthose,  Duke  of  Normandy,  and  Stephen  of  Blois, 

Count of Blois.

However,  not  all  nobles  were  so  eager  to  join  the 

crusade.  Some were concerned about  the dangers  of 

fighting in the Holy Land, while others were reluctant 

to  leave  their  lands  and  families.  King  Philip  I  of 
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France, for example, refused to join the crusade, even 

though he was a close ally of the pope.

Despite  the  mixed  response  from  the  European 

nobility, Pope Urban II's call for a crusade eventually 

resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  large  army  of  over 

100,000  men.  This  army  was  led  by  a  number  of 

experienced and capable commanders, including Hugh 

of Vermandois, Robert Curthose, and Stephen of Blois.

The army of the First Crusade set out from Europe in 

the spring of 1096. They marched through the Balkans 

and  Anatolia,  and  they  eventually  reached  the  Holy 

Land in the summer of 1097. The Crusaders then laid 

siege to Jerusalem, and they captured the city in July of 

1099.

The capture of Jerusalem was a major victory for the 

Crusaders, and it marked the beginning of the Kingdom 

of  Jerusalem.  The  Kingdom  of  Jerusalem  was  a 

Christian state that lasted for nearly two centuries, and 
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it  played  an  important  role  in  the  history  of  the 

Crusades.

The response of the European nobility to Pope Urban 

II's  call  for  a  crusade  was  mixed,  but  it  ultimately 

resulted in the formation of a large and powerful army. 

This army captured Jerusalem in 1099 and established 

the Kingdom of Jerusalem, which played an important 

role in the history of the Crusades.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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