
Building  Authentic  Suburban  and 

Resort Housing

Introduction

The rise  of  suburban living in the United States  is  a 

story  of  transformation,  innovation,  and  resilience. 

From the early days of the Republic, Americans have 

yearned for a life beyond the crowded and unsanitary 

conditions  of  the  city.  As  transportation  options 

improved  and  the  economy  grew,  the  dream  of 

homeownership in a suburban setting became a reality 

for millions of Americans.

The suburban home has evolved over time, reflecting 

the changing needs and values of American families. In 

the  early  20th  century,  the  bungalow and the  ranch 

house  were  popular  choices  for  suburbanites.  These 

homes were affordable, easy to maintain, and offered a 
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sense of community. In the postwar era, the suburban 

home  grew  larger  and  more  elaborate,  as  families 

sought more space and amenities. Today, the suburban 

home  continues  to  be  a  popular  choice  for  families, 

offering a sense of privacy, security, and convenience.

The  suburban  landscape  has  also  undergone  a 

transformation.  In  the  early  days  of  suburban 

development,  homes were often surrounded by large 

yards and gardens. As suburbs grew denser, however, 

these  yards  and  gardens  began  to  disappear.  Today, 

many suburban homes are located on small lots, with 

little or no green space. This has led to concerns about 

the environmental impact of suburban living, as well 

as the impact on the health and well-being of suburban 

residents.

Despite these challenges, the suburban home remains a 

popular choice for many Americans. The convenience, 

safety, and sense of community that suburbs offer are 

difficult  to  match  in  urban areas.  As  we look  to  the 
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future, it is important to consider how we can create 

more  sustainable  and  livable  suburbs  that  meet  the 

needs of a changing population.

The  suburban  home  is  a  microcosm  of  American 

society. It reflects our values, our aspirations, and our 

hopes for the future. By understanding the history of 

the  suburban  home,  we  can  better  understand 

ourselves and the society we have created.
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Book Description

In  this  fascinating  and  informative  book,  we  take  a 

journey through the history of suburban living in the 

United States, from its humble beginnings to its current 

status as the dominant form of housing in the country. 

We explore the factors that led to the rise of suburbs, 

the different types of suburban homes that have been 

built  over time,  and the impact  that  suburban living 

has had on American society and culture.

We begin our journey in the early days of the Republic, 

when  the  vast  majority  of  Americans  lived  in  rural 

areas.  As cities grew and became more crowded and 

unsanitary, people began to look for alternatives. The 

development  of  transportation  options  such  as  the 

railroad and the automobile made it possible for people 

to live farther from their workplaces, and the rise of 

the  middle  class  created  a  demand  for  affordable 

housing.
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We then turn our  attention to  the  different  types  of 

suburban homes that have been built over time. From 

the early bungalows and ranch houses to the sprawling 

McMansions of today, the suburban home has evolved 

to reflect the changing needs and values of American 

families.  We  explore  the  architectural  features,  the 

interior  design,  and the  landscaping of  these  homes, 

and we discuss how they have been shaped by factors 

such as the economy, technology, and the environment.

Next, we examine the impact that suburban living has 

had on American society and culture. We discuss the 

benefits  of  suburban  living,  such  as  the  sense  of 

community, the safety, and the convenience. We also 

discuss  the  challenges  of  suburban  living,  such  as 

traffic  congestion,  air  pollution,  and  the  lack  of 

affordable housing. We explore the impact of suburban 

living  on  families,  on  the  environment,  and  on  the 

economy.
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Finally, we look to the future of suburban living. We 

discuss  the  challenges  that  suburbs  face,  such  as 

climate  change  and  the  aging  population.  We  also 

discuss  the  opportunities  that  suburbs  have,  such as 

the potential  for walkability,  mixed-use development, 

and public transportation. We conclude by arguing that 

the future of suburban living is bright, but that it will 

require  a  concerted  effort  from  all  stakeholders  to 

create more sustainable and livable suburbs.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Suburban Living

The Allure of the Suburbs

The allure of the suburbs is a powerful force that has 

shaped the development of American society for over a 

century.  From  the  early  days  of  the  Republic, 

Americans  have  been  drawn  to  the  suburbs  for  a 

variety  of  reasons,  including  the  desire  for  a  more 

spacious and comfortable living environment, a sense 

of community, and the opportunity to own a home.

In  the  early  20th  century,  the  development  of 

transportation  options  such  as  the  railroad  and  the 

automobile made it possible for people to live farther 

from their workplaces, and the rise of the middle class 

created a demand for affordable housing.  This led to 

the  rapid  growth of  suburbs  around major  cities,  as 

people sought to escape the crowded and unsanitary 

conditions of the city.
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The suburbs offered a number of advantages over the 

city. Suburban homes were typically larger and more 

spacious than urban apartments,  and they often had 

yards and gardens. Suburban communities also offered 

a sense of community that was often lacking in the city. 

People knew their neighbors and looked out for each 

other.

Another  major  allure  of  the  suburbs  was  the 

opportunity to own a home. Homeownership has long 

been seen as a symbol of the American Dream, and for 

many people,  the suburbs offered the best  chance to 

achieve  this  dream.  Suburban  homes  were  typically 

more  affordable  than  urban  homes,  and  they  were 

often financed with government-backed mortgages.

The allure of the suburbs continues to this day. While 

the  suburbs  have  changed  in  many  ways  over  the 

years, they still offer many of the same advantages that 

they did in the early 20th century. Suburban homes are 

typically  larger  and  more  spacious  than  urban 

8



apartments,  and they often have yards  and gardens. 

Suburban  communities  also  offer  a  sense  of 

community and the opportunity to own a home.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Suburban Living

The Changing American Family

The rise  of  suburban living in the United States  was 

closely intertwined with the changing American family. 

In  the  early  20th  century,  the  traditional  nuclear 

family,  consisting  of  a  breadwinner  father,  a 

homemaker  mother,  and  two or  more  children,  was 

becoming  the  norm.  This  family  structure  created  a 

demand  for  larger  homes  with  more  bedrooms  and 

bathrooms.  Suburban  homes  were  seen  as  ideal  for 

these families, as they offered more space and privacy 

than apartments or row houses in the city.

The  changing  American  family  also  led  to  a  shift  in 

values.  Americans  were  increasingly  valuing 

individualism and self-expression. They wanted homes 

that  reflected  their  own  unique  personalities  and 

lifestyles.  Suburban  homes  allowed  families  to 
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customize  their  living  spaces  and  create  a  sense  of 

place that was all their own.

The rise of the middle class also played a role in the 

changing American family. As more and more families 

could afford to own a home, they began to move to the 

suburbs.  This  led  to  a  suburban  housing  boom,  as 

developers scrambled to build new homes to meet the 

demand.

The changing American family had a profound impact 

on  the  development  of  suburban  living.  Suburban 

homes were designed to meet the needs of these new 

families,  and the values of  these families  shaped the 

culture of suburban life.

The  Impact  of  Suburban  Living  on  the  American 

Family

Suburban living had a number of positive impacts on 

the American family.  It  provided families  with more 

space, privacy, and safety. It also allowed families to be 
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closer  to  nature  and to  have  more  opportunities  for 

outdoor recreation. In addition, suburban living helped 

to create a sense of community, as families interacted 

with their neighbors and participated in local activities.

However,  suburban  living  also  had  some  negative 

impacts  on  the  American  family.  The  increased 

isolation  of  suburban  life  led  to  a  decline  in  social 

interaction and a rise in loneliness and depression. In 

addition,  the  long  commute  times  associated  with 

suburban living put a strain on family relationships.

Overall,  the  rise  of  suburban  living  was  a  complex 

phenomenon  that  had  both  positive  and  negative 

impacts on the American family.  It  is a phenomenon 

that continues to shape American society today.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Suburban Living

The Influence of Transportation

The  development  of  transportation  played  a  crucial 

role in the rise of suburban living in the United States. 

In the early days of the Republic, most Americans lived 

in rural areas and worked on farms. As cities grew and 

became  more  crowded,  people  began  to  look  for 

alternatives.  The  development  of  transportation 

options such as the railroad and the automobile made 

it  possible  for  people  to  live  farther  from  their 

workplaces, and the rise of the middle class created a 

demand for affordable housing.

The  railroad  was  the  first  major  transportation 

innovation that made suburban living possible. In the 

early  19th  century,  railroads  were  built  to  connect 

cities and towns, and this made it possible for people to 

commute to work from farther away. The development 

of the streetcar and the trolley in the late 19th century 
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made it even easier for people to get around without 

having to own a car.

The automobile was the second major transportation 

innovation that fueled the rise of suburban living. In 

the early 20th century,  cars  became more affordable 

and reliable, and this made it possible for people to live 

even farther from their workplaces. The development 

of highways and freeways in the postwar era made it 

even easier for people to commute to work from long 

distances.

The influence of transportation on suburban living can 

be seen in the layout of many suburban communities. 

Many suburbs are centered around a train station or a 

highway  interchange,  and  this  is  because  these 

transportation hubs made it easy for people to get to 

and  from  work.  Suburban  homes  are  also  typically 

located on large lots, and this is because people wanted 

to have enough space for a car and a yard.

14



The influence of transportation on suburban living is 

still felt today. Many people choose to live in suburbs 

because they want to be close to their jobs, schools, and 

other  amenities.  However,  the  reliance  on  cars  in 

suburbs  has  also  led  to  problems  such  as  traffic 

congestion and air pollution.

15



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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