
The  Journey  of  a  Thousand  Miles  in 

Sunland

Introduction

Sunland,  California,  is  a  city  with a  rich and storied 

history. Founded in the 1880s as Monte Vista, the city 

was originally envisioned as a health resort and luxury 

destination. However, the development of the city did 

not meet the expectations of its founders, and Monte 

Vista soon became a ghost town.

In the early 1900s, farmers began to settle in the area, 

and the city slowly began to grow. The construction of 

the railroad in 1912 helped to connect Sunland to the 

rest  of  the  Los  Angeles  area,  and  the  city  began  to 

experience a period of growth and prosperity.

During  World  War  II,  Sunland  played  an  important 

role  in  the war effort.  The city  was home to  several 
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military bases, and many of its residents worked in the 

defense industry. After the war, Sunland continued to 

grow, and it eventually became a major suburb of Los 

Angeles.

Today,  Sunland  is  a  thriving  city  with  a  diverse 

population and a strong sense of community. The city is 

home to a variety of businesses, schools, and churches, 

and it offers a wide range of recreational opportunities. 

Sunland is also proud of its  history,  and the city has 

worked to preserve its many historic landmarks.

The story of  Sunland is  a  story of  perseverance and 

resilience. The city has faced many challenges over the 

years, but it has always emerged stronger than before. 

Sunland  is  a  testament  to  the  power  of  the  human 

spirit,  and  it  is  a  city  that  is  proud  of  its  past  and 

excited about its future.
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Book Description

The Journey of a Thousand Miles in Sunland tells the 

story  of  Sunland,  California,  a  city  with  a  rich  and 

storied history. Founded in the 1880s as Monte Vista, 

the  city  was  originally  envisioned as  a  health  resort 

and luxury destination. However, the development of 

the city did not meet the expectations of its founders, 

and Monte Vista soon became a ghost town.

In the early 1900s, farmers began to settle in the area, 

and the city slowly began to grow. The construction of 

the railroad in 1912 helped to connect Sunland to the 

rest  of  the  Los  Angeles  area,  and  the  city  began  to 

experience a period of growth and prosperity.

During  World  War  II,  Sunland  played  an  important 

role  in  the war effort.  The city  was home to  several 

military bases, and many of its residents worked in the 

defense industry. After the war, Sunland continued to 
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grow, and it eventually became a major suburb of Los 

Angeles.

Today,  Sunland  is  a  thriving  city  with  a  diverse 

population and a strong sense of community. The city is 

home to a variety of businesses, schools, and churches, 

and it offers a wide range of recreational opportunities. 

Sunland is also proud of its  history,  and the city has 

worked to preserve its many historic landmarks.

The  Journey  of  a  Thousand  Miles  in  Sunland is  a 

comprehensive history of Sunland, from its founding to 

the  present  day.  The  book  is  based  on  extensive 

research, and it includes many never-before-published 

photographs  and  documents.  The  Journey  of  a 

Thousand Miles in Sunland is a valuable resource for 

anyone who is interested in the history of Sunland or 

the history of Southern California. 
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a City

The founding of Monte Vista

The founding of Monte Vista was a story of hope and 

ambition. In the 1880s, Los Angeles was booming, and 

land  speculators  were  looking  for  new  areas  to 

develop.  One  of  these  areas  was  the  San  Fernando 

Valley, which was then a sparsely populated region of 

farms and ranches.

In  1886,  a  group  of  investors  led  by  James  Boon 

purchased a large tract  of  land in the San Fernando 

Valley and founded the city of Monte Vista. Boon and 

his partners envisioned Monte Vista as a health resort 

and  luxury  destination.  They  built  a  grand  hotel,  a 

bathhouse, and a park, and they planted thousands of 

trees.

They advertised Monte Vista as the "Gem of the Valley" 

and  promised  a  life  of  health,  wealth,  and  pleasure. 

Thousands of  people flocked to Monte Vista,  and the 
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city quickly grew. However, the boom did not last. The 

land speculators had overextended themselves, and the 

economy crashed in 1887. Monte Vista was hit hard by 

the crash, and many of its residents left the city.

Despite  the  setbacks,  Monte  Vista  survived.  The 

farmers who had settled in the area stayed, and they 

began to cultivate the land. Slowly but surely,  Monte 

Vista began to rebuild. By the early 1900s, the city was 

once again a thriving community.

The  founding  of  Monte  Vista  was  a  story  of  hope, 

ambition,  and  perseverance.  The  city  faced  many 

challenges in its early years, but it overcame them all. 

Monte Vista is a testament to the power of the human 

spirit, and it is a city that is proud of its past.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a City

The early settlers

The first settlers in the Sunland area were farmers and 

ranchers who arrived in the 1830s. They were drawn to 

the area by the fertile soil and the abundance of water. 

The  farmers  grew  crops  such  as  wheat,  barley,  and 

corn, while the ranchers raised cattle and sheep.

In the 1880s, the arrival of the railroad led to a boom in 

population in the Sunland area. People from all  over 

the country came to Sunland in search of a new life. 

The  city  was  renamed  Monte  Vista,  and  it  quickly 

became a popular destination for tourists and health 

seekers.

The early settlers  of  Sunland faced many challenges. 

The land was often dry and difficult to farm, and the 

winters were harsh. However, the settlers persevered, 

and they eventually built a thriving community.
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One of  the  most  important  early  settlers  in  Sunland 

was  James  Dole.  Dole  was  a  successful  pineapple 

farmer in Hawaii, and he decided to move to Sunland 

in  1901.  Dole  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in 

Sunland,  and  he  began  to  grow  pineapples.  Dole's 

pineapples were a huge success, and he soon became 

one of the wealthiest men in Sunland.

Another important early settler in Sunland was John 

Mott. Mott was a Methodist minister, and he founded 

the  first  church  in  Sunland  in  1887.  Mott's  church 

played  an  important  role  in  the  development  of  the 

community, and it is still active today.

The early settlers of Sunland were a diverse group of 

people who came from all over the country. They were 

farmers,  ranchers,  businessmen,  and  ministers.  They 

were all drawn to Sunland by the promise of a new life, 

and they all  played a role in the development of the 

city.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a City

The challenges of life in a new land

The  early  settlers  of  Sunland  faced  a  number  of 

challenges in their new land. The climate was different 

from what they were used to, and the land was often 

difficult  to  farm.  There  were  also  few  roads  and 

schools, and the nearest town was miles away.

Despite these challenges, the settlers persevered. They 

built  homes  and  businesses,  and  they  established  a 

sense  of  community.  They  also  worked  together  to 

improve  the  land,  building  irrigation  systems  and 

planting trees.

One of the biggest challenges the settlers faced was the 

lack of water. The land was dry, and there were few 

rivers  or  streams.  The  settlers  had  to  dig  wells  and 

build  reservoirs  to  store  water  for  their  crops  and 

livestock.
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Another challenge was the lack of transportation. The 

nearest  town  was  miles  away,  and  there  were  few 

roads.  The settlers had to travel by foot or by horse, 

and it could take days to reach their destination.

The  settlers  also  faced  challenges  from  the  Native 

Americans who lived in the area. The Native Americans 

were not  always friendly,  and there were occasional 

conflicts between the two groups.

Despite all of these challenges, the settlers of Sunland 

persevered. They built a thriving community, and they 

laid the foundation for the city that Sunland is today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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