
Guardians of the Forgotten

Introduction

Throughout history, conflicts have plagued humanity, 

leaving behind a trail of devastation and suffering. In 

the  aftermath  of  these  conflicts,  the  international 

community  has  sought  ways  to  prevent  further 

bloodshed and promote peace and stability. One such 

mechanism has been the deployment of peacekeepers, 

who serve as impartial guardians of peace in some of 

the world's most fragile environments.

In  this  comprehensive  volume,  we  delve  into  the 

complex world of peacekeeping operations, examining 

their  history,  challenges,  and  vital  role  in  fostering 

peace. Through the firsthand accounts of peacekeepers 

and experts,  we  gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 

complexities of these missions and the sacrifices made 

by those who serve.
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From  the  initial  deployment  of  peacekeepers  in  the 

aftermath of World War II to the ongoing operations in 

conflict zones around the globe, this book provides a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  evolution  of 

peacekeeping.  We  explore  the  legal  framework  and 

principles  that  govern these  missions,  as  well  as  the 

challenges  faced  by  peacekeepers  in  maintaining 

impartiality,  protecting  civilians,  and  navigating 

complex political and security environments.

Furthermore, we examine the impact of peacekeeping 

operations  on  the  communities  they  serve. 

Peacekeepers play a crucial role in providing security, 

facilitating  humanitarian  assistance,  and  supporting 

post-conflict reconstruction. However, these operations 

can also pose challenges,  and we explore the ethical 

dilemmas and unintended consequences that can arise.

As we look to the future of peacekeeping, we consider 

the changing nature of conflict and the evolving role of 

peacekeepers. We discuss the need for innovation and 
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adaptation, as well as the importance of international 

cooperation and support.

Ultimately,  this  book  serves  as  a  testament  to  the 

courage  and  dedication  of  peacekeepers  worldwide. 

Their selfless service and unwavering commitment to 

protecting civilians and promoting peace are essential 

to building a more just and equitable world.
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Book Description

Guardians  of  the  Forgotten provides  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  complex  world  of 

peacekeeping  operations,  examining  their  history, 

challenges, and vital role in fostering peace. Through 

the  firsthand  accounts  of  peacekeepers  and  experts, 

this book offers a unique perspective on the realities of 

these missions and the sacrifices made by those who 

serve.

From  the  initial  deployment  of  peacekeepers  in  the 

aftermath of World War II to the ongoing operations in 

conflict  zones  around the globe,  this  book traces  the 

evolution  of  peacekeeping.  It  explores  the  legal 

framework and principles that govern these missions, 

as  well  as  the  challenges  faced  by  peacekeepers  in 

maintaining  impartiality,  protecting  civilians,  and 

navigating  complex  political  and  security 

environments.
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Furthermore,  the  book  examines  the  impact  of 

peacekeeping  operations  on  the  communities  they 

serve.  Peacekeepers  play  a  crucial  role  in  providing 

security,  facilitating  humanitarian  assistance,  and 

supporting post-conflict reconstruction. However, these 

operations  can  also  pose  challenges,  and  the  book 

explores  the  ethical  dilemmas  and  unintended 

consequences that can arise.

As  we  look  to  the  future  of  peacekeeping,  this  book 

considers  the  changing  nature  of  conflict  and  the 

evolving role of peacekeepers. It discusses the need for 

innovation and adaptation, as well as the importance 

of international cooperation and support.

Ultimately,  Guardians  of  the  Forgotten serves  as  a 

tribute to the courage and dedication of peacekeepers 

worldwide.  Their  selfless  service  and  unwavering 

commitment  to  protecting  civilians  and  promoting 

peace  are  essential  to  building  a  more  just  and 

equitable world. This book is a valuable resource for 

5



anyone  seeking  to  understand  the  complexities  of 

peacekeeping operations and the vital role they play in 

global peace and security. 
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Chapter 1: The Road to Conflict

Historical Context of the Conflict

The conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 

has its roots in a complex web of historical, political, 

and  economic  factors.  The  country's  vast  natural 

resources, including diamonds, gold, and copper, have 

long been a source of both wealth and exploitation.

During the colonial era, the DRC was ruled by Belgium, 

which  implemented  a  system  of  ethnic  division  and 

discrimination that sowed the seeds of future conflict. 

The Tutsi minority was favored over the Hutu majority, 

creating tensions that would later erupt into violence.

After independence in 1960, the DRC faced a series of 

political crises and civil wars. In 1997, Laurent-Désiré 

Kabila led a rebellion that toppled the government of 

Mobutu Sese Seko.  However,  Kabila's  rule was short-

lived, and he was assassinated in 2001.
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His  son,  Joseph  Kabila,  succeeded  him  as  president. 

Under Joseph Kabila's leadership, the DRC experienced 

a period of relative stability,  but ethnic tensions and 

political grievances simmered beneath the surface.

In 2018, Joseph Kabila refused to step down after his 

term limit expired, triggering a new wave of violence. 

The  conflict  has  since  spread  to  multiple  provinces, 

displacing  millions  of  people  and  creating  a 

humanitarian crisis.

The  historical  context  of  the  conflict  in  the  DRC  is 

complex and multifaceted. The country's colonial past, 

ethnic  divisions,  and  political  instability  have  all 

contributed to  the  ongoing crisis.  Understanding this 

history is essential to finding a lasting solution to the 

conflict.
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Chapter 1: The Road to Conflict

Rise of Tensions Between Factions

The  rise  of  tensions  between  factions  is  often  a 

precursor to conflict. These tensions can be caused by a 

variety of factors, including ethnic, religious, political, 

or economic differences. When these tensions are not 

addressed or resolved peacefully, they can escalate into 

violence.

One example of the rise of tensions between factions is 

the conflict in Rwanda in the early 1990s. Rwanda is a 

small country in East Africa that has been plagued by 

ethnic  violence  for  centuries.  The  two  main  ethnic 

groups  in  Rwanda  are  the  Hutus  and  the  Tutsis.  In 

1994, the assassination of the Hutu president sparked a 

genocide in which Hutu extremists killed an estimated 

800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus.

The  rise  of  tensions  between  Hutus  and  Tutsis  in 

Rwanda was caused by a number of factors, including:
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 Historical  grievances: The  Hutus  and  Tutsis 

have a long history of conflict and violence. The 

Tutsis were once the ruling class in Rwanda, but 

the  Hutus  overthrew  them  in  a  revolution  in 

1959.  This  led  to  decades  of  resentment  and 

discrimination against the Tutsis.

 Political  manipulation: Politicians  in  Rwanda 

used  ethnic  divisions  to  their  advantage.  They 

stoked fears and prejudices between Hutus and 

Tutsis in order to gain power.

 Economic inequality: The Hutus were generally 

poorer than the Tutsis. This economic inequality 

led to resentment and competition between the 

two groups.

The  rise  of  tensions  between  Hutus  and  Tutsis  in 

Rwanda is a tragic example of how ethnic divisions can 

lead  to  violence.  It  is  important  to  learn  from  the 

lessons  of  Rwanda  and  to  work  to  prevent  similar 

conflicts from happening in the future.
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In  addition  to  the  factors  mentioned  above,  other 

factors  that  can  contribute  to  the  rise  of  tensions 

between factions include:

 Competition for resources: When resources are 

scarce, such as land, water, or food, it can lead to 

competition and conflict between groups.

 Ideological  differences: Different  groups  may 

have different ideologies or beliefs that can lead 

to conflict. For example, religious differences can 

be a major source of tension between groups.

 External  factors: External  factors,  such as  the 

intervention  of  a  foreign  power,  can  also 

contribute  to  the  rise  of  tensions  between 

factions.

It is important to note that the rise of tensions between 

factions does not always lead to conflict. However, it is 

a  serious  risk  factor  that  should  be  monitored  and 

addressed. There are a number of things that can be 
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done to prevent the rise of tensions between factions, 

including:

 Promoting  dialogue  and  understanding: It  is 

important  to  promote  dialogue  and 

understanding  between  different  groups.  This 

can  help  to  break  down  stereotypes  and 

prejudices.

 Addressing  grievances: It  is  important  to 

address the grievances of different groups. This 

can  help  to  prevent  these  grievances  from 

festering and turning into conflict.

 Building  trust: It  is  important  to  build  trust 

between  different  groups.  This  can  be  done 

through a variety of means, such as promoting 

cooperation and collaboration. 
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 Chapter 1: The Road to Conflict

 Diplomatic Failures and Miscalculations

In  the  lead-up  to  armed  conflict,  diplomatic  efforts 

often play a crucial role in de-escalating tensions and 

finding peaceful solutions. However, when diplomacy 

fails,  it  can  have  devastating  consequences, 

contributing to the outbreak of war.

One  of  the  most  common  diplomatic  failures  is  the 

inability  to  find common ground between conflicting 

parties.  This  can  be  due  to  a  number  of  factors, 

including  deep-rooted  historical  grievances,  cultural 

misunderstandings,  or  a  lack  of  trust  between  the 

parties  involved.  When  parties  are  unable  to  find 

common  ground,  it  becomes  increasingly  difficult  to 

negotiate a peaceful settlement.

Another common diplomatic failure is the inability to 

build consensus among international actors.  In many 

conflicts, there are multiple stakeholders with different 
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interests  and  agendas.  Getting  all  of  these  actors  to 

agree on a common course of action can be a daunting 

task,  and  it  often  requires  skillful  negotiation  and 

compromise.  When  consensus  cannot  be  reached,  it 

can lead to a lack of international support for peace 

efforts, which can make it more difficult to resolve the 

conflict.

Miscalculations  can  also  play  a  significant  role  in 

diplomatic failures. This can occur when one or more 

parties  involved  in  a  conflict  misinterpret  the 

intentions  or  capabilities  of  the  other  side.  For 

example,  a  party  may  believe  that  it  can  achieve  a 

military victory quickly and easily, when in reality the 

conflict  is  likely  to  be  protracted  and  costly.  Such 

miscalculations  can  lead  to  a  cycle  of  violence  and 

retaliation, making it more difficult to find a peaceful 

solution.

In the context of the conflict that led to the deployment 

of  peacekeepers,  diplomatic  failures  and 
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miscalculations played a major role in the outbreak of 

hostilities.  Despite  numerous  attempts  at  negotiation 

and  mediation,  the  parties  involved  were  unable  to 

find  common  ground  or  build  consensus  among 

international  actors.  This  lack  of  diplomatic  success 

created a fertile ground for the conflict to escalate into 

a  full-blown  war,  necessitating  the  deployment  of 

peacekeepers to help restore peace and stability.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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