
Broadway's  Dazzling  Decade:  The 

Golden Age of Musicals in the 1920s

Introduction

Broadway in the 1920s was a whirlwind of creativity, 

innovation,  and  change.  It  was  a  time  when  the 

American musical  came into  its  own,  breaking away 

from vaudeville  traditions  to  become a  sophisticated 

and  beloved  art  form.  New composers,  lyricists,  and 

choreographers  emerged,  pushing  the  boundaries  of 

musical  theater  and  creating  works  that  continue  to 

captivate audiences today.

The stars of Broadway in the 1920s were larger than 

life,  their  names  synonymous  with  glamour  and 

excitement.  From  the  legendary  Al  Jolson  to  the 

captivating Marilyn Miller,  these  performers  brought 

the  magic  of  Broadway to  life,  captivating  audiences 
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night after night. Behind the scenes, a new generation 

of  theater  producers  and investors  were taking risks 

and  pouring  money  into  Broadway  shows,  creating 

lavish  productions  that  dazzled  audiences  with  their 

spectacle and scale.

The  music  and  lyrics  of  Broadway  musicals  in  the 

1920s were a reflection of the times. Composers such as 

Jerome Kern and George Gershwin infused their scores 

with the sounds of jazz and ragtime, creating melodies 

that were both catchy and sophisticated. Lyricists like 

Cole Porter and Lorenz Hart penned witty and clever 

lyrics that captured the spirit of the Roaring Twenties.

The choreography of Broadway musicals in the 1920s 

was  also  groundbreaking.  Choreographers  such  as 

Busby  Berkeley  and Agnes  de  Mille  created  intricate 

dance routines that  were both visually  stunning and 

technically  challenging.  These  routines  helped  to 

elevate  the  musical  theater  experience,  making  it  a 

truly immersive and unforgettable art form.
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The stories and themes explored in Broadway musicals 

in  the  1920s  were  diverse  and  wide-ranging.  From 

lighthearted comedies to serious dramas, these shows 

tackled  a  variety  of  social  issues,  including  race, 

gender,  and  class.  They  also  drew  inspiration  from 

historical events and classic literature, adapting them 

for the Broadway stage in new and exciting ways.

Broadway in the 1920s was a time of unprecedented 

creativity  and  innovation.  It  was  a  time  when  the 

American musical came of age, captivating audiences 

with its spectacle, its music, its dance, and its stories. 

The  legacy  of  Broadway  in  the  1920s  continues  to 

inspire  and  entertain  audiences  today,  making  it  a 

truly golden age of musical theater.
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Book Description

Journey back to the electrifying era of Broadway in the 

1920s, a time when the American musical burst onto 

the scene with dazzling spectacle, unforgettable music, 

and groundbreaking choreography. In this captivating 

book,  we take you on a journey through Broadway's 

golden  age,  exploring  the  shows,  the  stars,  and  the 

stories that made this decade so legendary.

From  the  rollicking  melodies  of  Jerome  Kern  and 

George Gershwin to the witty lyrics of Cole Porter and 

Lorenz Hart, the music of Broadway in the 1920s was a 

reflection  of  the  times,  capturing  the  energy  and 

excitement  of  the  Roaring  Twenties.  Composers  and 

lyricists  collaborated  to  create  songs  that  were  both 

catchy and sophisticated, elevating the musical theater 

experience to new heights.

The stars of Broadway in the 1920s were larger than 

life,  their  names  synonymous  with  glamour  and 
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excitement.  Al  Jolson,  Marilyn  Miller,  Eddie  Cantor, 

Gertrude Lawrence, and the Marx Brothers were just a 

few of the many talented performers who graced the 

Broadway  stage,  captivating  audiences  with  their 

charisma, their talent, and their undeniable star power.

But Broadway in the 1920s was about more than just 

the  stars.  It  was  also  a  time  of  innovation  and 

experimentation,  as  new  forms  of  musical  theater 

emerged and challenged the conventions of  the past. 

Shows like "Show Boat"  and "Oklahoma!"  broke new 

ground in terms of their storytelling, their music, and 

their choreography, paving the way for the future of 

musical theater.

Broadway in the 1920s was a time of unprecedented 

creativity  and  excitement.  It  was  a  time  when  the 

American musical came of age, captivating audiences 

with its spectacle, its music, its dance, and its stories. 

This book is a celebration of that golden age, a tribute 
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to  the  shows,  the  stars,  and  the  stories  that  made 

Broadway in the 1920s a truly unforgettable era.

6



Chapter 1: Curtain Up on a New Era

The Roaring Twenties: A backdrop of change 

and innovation

The 1920s  was  a  time of  unprecedented  change  and 

innovation  in  America.  The  country  was  emerging 

from the devastation of World War I, and there was a 

sense  of  optimism  and  excitement  in  the  air.  The 

economy  was  booming,  and  people  were  eager  to 

embrace new ideas and experiences.

This  spirit  of  change  was  reflected  in  the  arts,  and 

Broadway was no exception. The 1920s saw the birth of 

the  American  musical  as  a  distinct  genre  of  theater. 

Before  this  time,  musicals  were  typically  revues  or 

vaudeville  shows,  with  a  loose  collection  of  songs, 

dances,  and  sketches.  But  in  the  1920s,  composers, 

lyricists,  and librettists began to collaborate to create 

musicals with cohesive stories and characters.
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One of the most important factors that contributed to 

the rise of the American musical was the emergence of 

jazz. Jazz was a new and exciting form of music that 

was born in the African American community in the 

early 20th century. Jazz musicians experimented with 

new rhythms and harmonies, and their music quickly 

became popular with white audiences as well.

The  influence  of  jazz  can  be  heard  in  the  music  of 

many Broadway musicals from the 1920s. Composers 

like Jerome Kern, George Gershwin, and Cole Porter all 

incorporated jazz elements into their scores. This gave 

their music a fresh and modern sound that appealed to 

audiences who were tired of  the traditional  operetta 

style.

Another  factor  that  contributed  to  the  rise  of  the 

American  musical  was  the  increasing  popularity  of 

dance. In the 1920s, new dance crazes were sweeping 

the  nation,  such  as  the  Charleston  and  the  Black 

Bottom. These dances were often featured in Broadway 
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musicals,  and  they  helped  to  make  the  shows  more 

visually exciting.

The combination of jazz,  dance,  and new storytelling 

techniques  helped  to  create  a  new  kind  of  musical 

theater that was both popular and critically acclaimed. 

Broadway  musicals  from  the  1920s  continue  to  be 

performed  today,  and  they  are  still  enjoyed  by 

audiences around the world.
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Chapter 1: Curtain Up on a New Era

The  birth  of  Broadway  as  a  global 

entertainment hub

The  1920s  marked  a  turning  point  in  the  history  of 

Broadway.  After  decades  of  being  overshadowed  by 

London's  West  End,  Broadway  emerged  as  a  global 

entertainment hub, attracting audiences from around 

the world.

There  were  several  factors  that  contributed  to 

Broadway's  rise  to  prominence.  First,  the  post-World 

War I economic boom created a new class of wealthy 

Americans who were eager for entertainment. Second, 

the  development  of  new  technologies,  such  as  the 

electric  light  bulb  and  the  phonograph,  made  it 

possible  to  create  more  elaborate  and  immersive 

theatrical productions. Third, the influx of immigrants 

from  all  over  the  world  brought  new  ideas  and 
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influences to Broadway, which helped to create a more 

diverse and vibrant theater scene.

As  a  result  of  these  factors,  Broadway  in  the  1920s 

became a place where anything was possible.  Shows 

were bigger,  bolder,  and more spectacular than ever 

before. They featured lavish sets,  elaborate costumes, 

and dazzling choreography. The music was catchy and 

the lyrics were clever. And the stars were larger than 

life.

Broadway  in  the  1920s  was  also  a  time  of  great 

innovation.  New  forms  of  musical  theater  emerged, 

such as the revue and the musical comedy. These new 

forms  allowed  for  more  experimentation  and 

creativity, and they helped to attract a wider audience 

to Broadway.

By  the  end  of  the  1920s,  Broadway had  become the 

undisputed entertainment capital of the world. It was a 

place where dreams were made and stars were born. 

And it was a place where people could go to escape the 
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troubles of everyday life and experience the magic of 

live theater.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

The rise of Broadway in the 1920s was not without its 

challenges. The decade was also a time of great social 

and economic upheaval. The Great Depression began in 

1929,  and it  had a devastating impact on the theater 

industry. Many Broadway shows were forced to close, 

and many actors and actresses found themselves out of 

work.

Despite  these  challenges,  Broadway  persevered.  The 

theater  community  came  together  to  support  each 

other, and they worked tirelessly to keep the lights on 

Broadway  shining.  And  by  the  end  of  the  decade, 

Broadway  had  emerged  from  the  Great  Depression 

stronger than ever before.

The legacy of Broadway in the 1920s is still felt today. 

The shows that were produced during this decade are 
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still performed all over the world. And the stars who 

graced  the  Broadway  stage  in  the  1920s  are  still 

remembered as some of the greatest performers of all 

time.
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Chapter 1: Curtain Up on a New Era

The  rise  of  the  American  musical:  From 

vaudeville to Broadway

The  1920s  marked  a  turning  point  in  the  history  of 

American  musical  theater.  It  was  a  time  when  the 

American musical  came into  its  own,  breaking away 

from vaudeville  traditions  to  become a  sophisticated 

and beloved art form. This transformation was driven 

by  a  number  of  factors,  including  the  rise  of  new 

composers,  lyricists,  and  choreographers,  the 

increasing popularity of Broadway as a destination for 

entertainment,  and  the  changing  tastes  of  American 

audiences.

Vaudeville, a popular form of entertainment in the late 

19th and early 20th centuries, was a variety show that 

typically featured a mix of singing,  dancing,  comedy, 

and  acrobatics.  Vaudeville  shows  were  often  bawdy 

and unsophisticated, and they were not considered to 
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be high art.  However,  vaudeville provided a training 

ground for many of the performers who would later go 

on to star in Broadway musicals.

In the 1920s, a new generation of composers, lyricists, 

and choreographers emerged who were determined to 

create a  new kind of  musical  theater that  was more 

sophisticated  and  artistically  ambitious  than 

vaudeville.  These  artists  drew  inspiration  from  a 

variety of sources, including jazz, classical music, and 

European operetta. They also experimented with new 

forms of storytelling and staging, creating musicals that 

were more immersive and engaging than anything that 

had been seen before.

At  the  same  time,  Broadway  was  becoming 

increasingly  popular  as  a  destination  for 

entertainment. In the 1920s, new theaters were built in 

New York City, and Broadway became a major tourist 

attraction. This influx of new audiences helped to fuel 

the demand for new and innovative musicals.
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The changing tastes of American audiences also played 

a role in the rise of the American musical. In the 1920s, 

Americans  were  looking  for  a  new  kind  of 

entertainment  that  was  more  sophisticated  and 

uplifting than vaudeville.  Musicals provided this new 

kind of entertainment, and they quickly became one of 

the most popular forms of theater in America.

The rise of the American musical in the 1920s was a 

major cultural event. It marked the birth of a new art 

form that would go on to captivate audiences around 

the world.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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