
Watercolor Quilts Without Borders

Introduction

Watercolor quilts  are a  beautiful  and unique way to 

add a splash of color to your home. They are relatively 

easy to make,  and they can be customized to fit  any 

décor. In this book, we will teach you everything you 

need  to  know  to  create  your  own  watercolor  quilts, 

from  choosing  the  right  materials  to  finishing  your 

quilt.

In  Chapter  1,  we will  cover  the  basics  of  watercolor 

quilting,  including  the  materials  and  equipment  you 

will  need,  the  basic  techniques,  and color  theory.  In 

Chapter  2,  we  will  show  you  how  to  make  simple 

watercolor quilts,  such as fussy cutting, strip piecing, 

log  cabin  blocks,  nine-patch  blocks,  and  rail  fence 

blocks. In Chapter 3, we will teach you how to make 

intermediate  watercolor  quilts,  such  as  half-square 
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triangles, quarter-square triangles, flying geese blocks, 

pinwheels, and Dresden plates.

In Chapter 4, we will show you how to make advanced 

watercolor  quilts,  such  as  appliqué,  embroidery, 

trapunto, quilting, and finishing. In Chapter 5, we will 

teach you about watercolor techniques for quilts, such 

as  wet-on-wet,  wet-on-dry,  glazing,  dry  brush,  and 

masking. In Chapter 6, we will discuss color and design 

for  watercolor  quilts,  including  choosing  colors, 

creating contrast, using value, balancing elements, and 

creating movement.

In  Chapter  7,  we  will  show  you  how  to  quilt  with 

watercolor  fabrics,  including  selecting  fabrics, 

prewashing fabrics, cutting fabrics, piecing fabrics, and 

quilting  techniques.  In  Chapter  8,  we  will  teach  you 

how  to  finish  watercolor  quilts,  including  binding, 

backing,  labeling,  displaying,  and  care  and 

maintenance. In Chapter 9, we will show you how to 

make  watercolor  quilts  for  every  occasion,  such  as 
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baby quilts,  lap quilts,  bed quilts,  wall  hangings,  and 

table runners.

In Chapter 10, we will troubleshoot common problems 

with  watercolor  quilts,  such  as  puckering,  bleeding, 

and  fading.  We  will  also  provide  tips  and  tricks  for 

making beautiful watercolor quilts.

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced quilter, 

this book has something for you. We hope you enjoy 

learning how to create your own watercolor quilts!
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Book Description

Watercolor  Quilts  Without  Borders is  the  ultimate 

guide to creating beautiful watercolor quilts. Whether 

you are a beginner or an experienced quilter, this book 

has something for you.

In this book, you will learn:

 The basics of watercolor quilting, including the 

materials and equipment you will need, the basic 

techniques, and color theory.

 How to make simple watercolor quilts,  such as 

fussy  cutting,  strip  piecing,  log  cabin  blocks, 

nine-patch blocks, and rail fence blocks.

 How  to  make  intermediate  watercolor  quilts, 

such  as  half-square  triangles,  quarter-square 

triangles,  flying  geese  blocks,  pinwheels,  and 

Dresden plates.
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 How to make advanced watercolor quilts,  such 

as appliqué, embroidery, trapunto, quilting, and 

finishing.

 About watercolor techniques for quilts,  such as 

wet-on-wet,  wet-on-dry, glazing, dry brush, and 

masking.

 How  to  choose  colors  and  create  designs  for 

watercolor quilts.

 How to quilt with watercolor fabrics.

 How  to  finish  watercolor  quilts,  including 

binding,  backing,  labeling,  displaying,  and care 

and maintenance.

 How  to  make  watercolor  quilts  for  every 

occasion,  such  as  baby  quilts,  lap  quilts,  bed 

quilts, wall hangings, and table runners.

This  book  also  includes  troubleshooting  tips  for 

common problems with watercolor quilts.
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With clear instructions and beautiful photographs, this 

book will  teach you everything you need to know to 

create your own stunning watercolor quilts.
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Chapter 1: Watercolor Basics

1. Materials and equipment

Watercolor quilting is a relatively easy and inexpensive 

craft  that  can be  enjoyed by  people  of  all  ages.  The 

materials and equipment you need to get started are 

minimal and can be found at most craft stores.

The most  important  material  you need is,  of  course, 

watercolor  paper.  Watercolor  paper  is  specially 

designed to absorb water and paint evenly, making it 

the  ideal  surface  for  watercolor  painting.  There  are 

many different brands and types of watercolor paper 

available, so it is important to experiment to find the 

one that you like best.

Other  essential  materials  for  watercolor  quilting 

include:

 Watercolor  paints: Watercolor  paints  are 

available in a wide range of colors and can be 

purchased in tubes, pans, or sticks.
7



 Brushes: Watercolor brushes are made from a 

variety  of  materials,  including  natural  hair, 

synthetic fibers, and a combination of both. The 

type of  brush you use will  depend on the size 

and style of your painting.

 Water: Water is used to thin watercolor paints 

and to create washes. It is important to use clean 

water, as dirty water can ruin your painting.

 Palette: A  palette  is  used  to  mix  watercolor 

paints.  Palettes  can be made from a variety of 

materials, including plastic, metal, and wood.

 Masking  tape: Masking  tape  is  used  to  hold 

watercolor  paper  in  place  while  you  are 

painting.  It  is  important  to  use  a  low-tack 

masking tape that will not damage the paper.

In addition to the essential materials listed above, there 

are a number of other tools and supplies that can be 

useful for watercolor quilting. These include:
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 Sketchbook: A  sketchbook  is  a  great  place  to 

practice  your  watercolor  techniques  and  to 

experiment  with  different  colors  and 

compositions.

 Pencil: A pencil can be used to sketch out your 

designs before you start painting.

 Eraser: An eraser can be used to remove pencil 

marks from your paper.

 Ruler: A ruler can be used to measure and mark 

straight lines.

 Scissors: Scissors can be used to cut watercolor 

paper and fabric.

 Iron: An iron can be used to  press  watercolor 

paper and fabric.

 Sewing machine: A sewing machine can be used 

to sew watercolor quilts together.

Once  you  have  gathered  your  materials  and 

equipment, you are ready to start watercolor quilting!
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Chapter 1: Watercolor Basics

2. Basic techniques

Watercolor quilting is a relatively easy and forgiving 

craft,  but  there  are  a  few basic  techniques  that  you 

should master before you begin. These techniques will 

help you to create beautiful quilts with smooth, even 

colors and sharp, precise lines.

One of the most important basic techniques is how to 

hold  your  brush.  The way you hold  your  brush will 

affect the way the paint flows and the marks that you 

make. There are many different ways to hold a brush, 

but the most common way is to hold it between your 

thumb and forefinger, with your middle finger resting 

on the ferrule (the metal band that connects the bristles 

to the handle).

Another important basic technique is how to load your 

brush  with  paint.  You  don't  want  to  overload  your 

brush with  paint,  or  the  paint  will  be  too  thick  and 
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difficult  to  control.  But  you  also  don't  want  to 

underload your brush, or the paint will be too thin and 

watery. The best way to load your brush is to dip it into 

the  paint  and  then  tap  it  gently  on  the  side  of  the 

container to remove any excess paint.

Once you have your brush loaded with paint, you can 

begin to paint. There are many different ways to paint 

with watercolors, but the most common technique is to 

use  a  wet-on-wet  technique.  This  technique  involves 

painting on wet paper with wet paint.  The wet paint 

will  spread  and  blend  easily,  creating  smooth,  even 

colors.

To paint with a wet-on-wet technique, start by wetting 

your paper with a clean, damp brush. Then, load your 

brush  with  paint  and  begin  to  paint.  The  paint  will 

spread and blend easily, creating smooth, even colors. 

You  can  use  this  technique  to  create  a  variety  of 

different  effects,  from  soft,  subtle  washes  to  bold, 

vibrant colors.
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Another common watercolor painting technique is the 

dry-on-dry technique. This technique involves painting 

on dry  paper  with  dry  paint.  The dry  paint  will  not 

spread  and  blend  as  easily  as  wet  paint,  creating  a 

more textured effect.

To paint with a dry-on-dry technique, start by letting 

your paper dry completely. Then, load your brush with 

dry paint and begin to paint. The paint will not spread 

and  blend  as  easily  as  wet  paint,  creating  a  more 

textured effect. You can use this technique to create a 

variety of different effects, from subtle shading to bold, 

geometric patterns.

These are just a few of the basic watercolor painting 

techniques  that  you should  master  before  you begin 

quilting. Once you have mastered these techniques, you 

will be able to create beautiful quilts with smooth, even 

colors and sharp, precise lines.
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Chapter 1: Watercolor Basics

3. Color theory

Color theory is the study of how colors interact with 

each other. It is a complex subject, but there are a few 

basic  principles  that  can  help  you  create  beautiful 

watercolor quilts.

One of the most important things to understand about 

color theory is  the color wheel.  The color wheel is  a 

circular diagram that shows the relationships between 

colors.  The primary colors are red,  yellow, and blue. 

These colors cannot be created by mixing other colors. 

The  secondary  colors  are  orange,  green,  and  violet. 

These colors are created by mixing two primary colors. 

The  tertiary  colors  are  created  by  mixing  a  primary 

color with a secondary color.

Another  important  concept  in  color  theory  is  value. 

Value refers to the lightness or darkness of a color. A 

light  value  is  closer  to  white,  while  a  dark  value  is 
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closer to black. You can use value to create contrast in 

your quilts. For example, you could use a light blue for 

the background of your quilt and a dark blue for the 

flowers.

Finally,  you  need  to  understand  how  colors  interact 

with each other. Some colors, such as red and green, 

are  complementary  colors.  These  colors  look  great 

together because they create a high level of contrast. 

Other colors, such as blue and orange, are analogous 

colors. These colors are similar to each other, so they 

create a more subtle look.

You can use color theory to create beautiful and unique 

watercolor  quilts.  By  understanding  the  basic 

principles of color theory, you can choose colors that 

work well together and create quilts that are visually 

appealing.

Here  are  a  few  tips  for  using  color  theory  in  your 

watercolor quilts:
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 Use a variety of colors to create interest.

 Use complementary colors to create contrast.

 Use  analogous  colors  to  create  a  more  subtle 

look.

 Experiment with different values to create depth 

and dimension.

 Don't be afraid to break the rules!

Color theory is a powerful tool that can help you create 

beautiful watercolor quilts. By understanding the basic 

principles of color theory, you can choose colors that 

work well together and create quilts that are visually 

appealing.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

19


	Watercolor Quilts Without Borders
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: Watercolor Basics
	1. Materials and equipment

	Chapter 1: Watercolor Basics
	2. Basic techniques

	Chapter 1: Watercolor Basics
	3. Color theory

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

