
Sharp End: A Soldier's Journey

Introduction

War is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that 

has shaped human history for centuries. It is a source 

of  both  great  suffering  and  great  heroism,  and  its 

impact can be felt long after the fighting has ended.

In this book, we will explore the many different aspects 

of war, from the personal experiences of soldiers to the 

political  and social  consequences of  conflict.  We will 

examine  the  causes  of  war,  the  ways  in  which  it  is 

fought,  and  the  long-term  effects  it  can  have  on 

individuals and societies.

We will  also consider the ethical  dimensions of  war, 

and the challenges of balancing the need for security 

with  the  desire  for  peace.  Ultimately,  we  hope  to 

1



provide  a  better  understanding  of  this  complex  and 

often tragic aspect of human existence.

War is often seen as a necessary evil, a way to protect 

our way of life from those who would harm us. But war 

is never simple, and there is always a human cost. The 

decision to go to war should never be taken lightly, and 

we must always be mindful of the consequences of our 

actions.

In this book, we will explore the many different aspects 

of war, from the personal experiences of soldiers to the 

political  and social  consequences of  conflict.  We will 

examine  the  causes  of  war,  the  ways  in  which  it  is 

fought,  and  the  long-term  effects  it  can  have  on 

individuals and societies.

We will  also consider the ethical  dimensions of  war, 

and the challenges of balancing the need for security 

with  the  desire  for  peace.  Ultimately,  we  hope  to 

provide  a  better  understanding  of  this  complex  and 

often tragic aspect of human existence.
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Book Description

Sharp End:  A Soldier's  Journey is  a  comprehensive 

exploration of the many different aspects of war, from 

the personal experiences of soldiers to the political and 

social consequences of conflict.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to 

understand the complex and often tragic phenomenon 

of war. It is a valuable resource for students, scholars, 

policymakers, and anyone else who is interested in the 

human cost of war.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco examines the causes of 

war, the ways in which it is fought, and the long-term 

effects  it  can  have  on  individuals  and  societies. 

Pasquale  De  Marco  also  considers  the  ethical 

dimensions of war and the challenges of balancing the 

need for security with the desire for peace.

Sharp End: A Soldier's Journey is a thought-provoking 

and insightful book that will change the way you think 
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about war. It is a must-read for anyone who wants to 

understand the world we live in.

About the Author

Pasquale De Marco is a leading expert on war and its 

impact on individuals and societies. Pasquale De Marco 

has written extensively on the subject, and Pasquale De 

Marco's  work  has  been  published  in  numerous 

academic journals and books. Pasquale De Marco is a 

sought-after speaker on the topic of war, and Pasquale 

De Marco has lectured at universities and conferences 

around the world.

Pasquale De Marco is passionate about helping people 

understand the human cost of war. Pasquale De Marco 

believes that war is never the answer, and Pasquale De 

Marco  is  committed  to  working  towards  a  more 

peaceful world.
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Chapter 1: The Call to Duty

1. Enlistment and Basic Training

The decision to enlist in the military is a significant one, 

and it  should not  be taken lightly.  Enlistees  must  be 

prepared to make a long-term commitment, and they 

must  be  willing  to  serve  their  country,  even  in 

dangerous or life-threatening situations.

The  enlistment  process  begins  with  a  physical 

examination and a background check. Once these are 

complete,  enlistees  are  sent  to  basic  training,  where 

they will learn the basics of military life. Basic training 

is  designed to  prepare enlistees  for  the physical  and 

mental demands of combat.

During basic training, enlistees will learn how to fire 

weapons,  how  to  march,  and  how  to  survive  in  the 

field. They will also be taught about military discipline 

and customs. Basic training is a challenging experience, 
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but  it  is  essential  for  preparing  enlistees  for  the 

realities of war.

After completing basic training, enlistees are assigned 

to  a  military  unit.  They  will  then  receive  more 

specialized  training,  depending  on  their  job 

assignment.  Enlistees  may  be  trained  to  be 

infantrymen,  medics,  mechanics,  or  any  number  of 

other roles.

Serving in the military is a demanding and dangerous 

job, but it can also be a rewarding experience. Enlistees 

who are  willing  to  make  the  commitment  can  learn 

valuable  skills,  develop  strong  character  traits,  and 

serve their country with honor.
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Chapter 1: The Call to Duty

2. Deployment Preparation

Deployment  preparation  is  a  critical  phase  for  any 

soldier, as it is the time when they must mentally and 

physically prepare themselves for the challenges that 

lie ahead. This can be a stressful and demanding time, 

but it is also an important opportunity for soldiers to 

build  camaraderie  and  learn  the  skills  they  need  to 

succeed in combat.

One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  deployment 

preparation  is  physical  training.  Soldiers  must  be  in 

peak  physical  condition  in  order  to  withstand  the 

rigors  of  combat.  This  means  undergoing  a  rigorous 

training regimen that includes running,  weightlifting, 

and  other  exercises.  Soldiers  must  also  be  able  to 

endure long periods of time in the field, often in harsh 

conditions.
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In  addition  to  physical  training,  soldiers  must  also 

undergo  mental  preparation  for  deployment.  This 

includes learning about the enemy, the terrain, and the 

mission they will be undertaking. Soldiers must also be 

prepared for  the psychological  challenges  of  combat, 

such as the possibility of injury or death.

Another important aspect of deployment preparation is 

building  camaraderie.  Soldiers  who  deploy  together 

must be able to trust and rely on each other. This is 

why units often spend time together in the field before 

deploying, so that they can get to know each other and 

learn how to work together as a team.

Deployment preparation is also a time for soldiers to 

make  sure  their  personal  affairs  are  in  order.  This 

includes writing a will, making sure their finances are 

in  order,  and  saying  goodbye  to  their  loved  ones. 

Deployment preparation is a challenging time, but it is 

also an important time for soldiers to prepare for the 

challenges that lie ahead.
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Deployment preparation can also be a time for soldiers 

to reflect on their motivations for joining the military 

and their reasons for deploying. Soldiers may have a 

variety  of  reasons  for  serving,  such  as  patriotism,  a 

desire to protect their country, or a sense of adventure. 

Deployment preparation can be a time for soldiers to 

reaffirm their commitment to their mission and to each 

other.

Deployment preparation is also a time for soldiers to 

learn about the resources that are available to them, 

both  during  and  after  deployment.  This  includes 

learning  about  medical  care,  mental  health  services, 

and  financial  assistance.  Soldiers  should  also  learn 

about the benefits that are available to them and their 

families, such as education benefits, housing assistance, 

and life insurance.
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Chapter 1: The Call to Duty

3. Leaving Home and Family

Leaving home and family is one of the most difficult 

challenges  that  a  soldier  faces.  It  is  a  time  of  great 

uncertainty and anxiety, as soldiers must say goodbye 

to their loved ones and embark on a journey into the 

unknown.

For some soldiers,  leaving home is  a  source of  great 

excitement and anticipation.  They are eager to serve 

their  country  and  to  experience  the  adventure  of 

military  life.  However,  for  others,  leaving  home is  a 

source of great sadness and fear. They worry about the 

safety of their loved ones and about what the future 

holds.

No matter how a soldier feels about leaving home, it is 

a significant event that can have a profound impact on 

their life. It is a time of change and growth, and it can 

be a time of both great joy and great sorrow.
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One of the most difficult things about leaving home is 

saying goodbye to loved ones. Soldiers know that they 

may not see their families and friends for months or 

even years, and they worry about what will happen to 

them while they are away.

Another  challenge  that  soldiers  face  is  adjusting  to 

military life. Military life is very different from civilian 

life, and it can take some time to get used to the new 

rules  and  regulations.  Soldiers  must  learn  to  live  in 

close quarters with other people, and they must learn 

to follow orders without question.

Despite  the challenges,  leaving home and family  can 

also be a positive experience for soldiers. It can be a 

time of great growth and self-discovery. Soldiers learn 

to become more independent and self-reliant, and they 

learn to work as part of a team.

Leaving home and family is a significant event in the 

life of a soldier. It is a time of change and growth, and it 

can  be  a  time  of  both  great  joy  and  great  sorrow. 
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However,  it  is  also  a  time  of  great  opportunity,  and 

soldiers who are willing to embrace the challenges can 

find that it is a rewarding experience.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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