
Emperors & Jewels

Introduction

The history of India is replete with tales of opulence 

and extravagance,  and few things embody this  more 

than the exquisite jewels that have adorned the bodies 

of  its  rulers  and  their  families.  From  the  legendary 

Koh-i-Noor  diamond  to  the  Nizam  of  Hyderabad’s 

famed collection of pearls, Indian jewels have captured 

the imagination of people around the world.

In this book, we will explore the fascinating world of 

Indian  jewels,  from  their  historical  origins  to  their 

modern-day  significance.  We  will  learn  about  the 

different types of jewels that have been used in India, 

the techniques used to create them, and the symbolic 

and religious meaning that they have held for Indian 

people.  We will  also  meet  some of  the  most  famous 

jewelers who have worked in India, and we will learn 
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about the role that jewels have played in Indian culture 

and society.

Whether  you  are  a  lover  of  jewelry,  a  student  of 

history,  or  simply someone who is  fascinated by the 

beauty and allure of India, this book is sure to captivate 

you. So sit back, relax, and prepare to be dazzled by the 

splendor of Indian jewels.

In the first chapter, we will explore the symbolic and 

religious significance of jewels for Indian people.  We 

will learn about the different types of jewels that have 

been used in India,  and we will  discuss  the ways in 

which they have been used to represent power, status, 

and wealth. We will also examine the role that jewels 

have played in Indian religious ceremonies and rituals.

In the second chapter, we will turn our attention to the 

history of  Indian royal  families  and their  jewels.  We 

will learn about the different dynasties that have ruled 

India over the centuries, and we will discuss the ways 

in which their jewels have reflected their wealth and 
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power. We will also explore the role that jewels have 

played in the rise and fall of Indian royal families.

In  the  third  chapter,  we  will  focus  on the  stories  of 

individual  Indian  princes  and  their  jewels.  We  will 

learn about the lives of some of India’s most famous 

princes,  and we will  discuss the ways in which their 

jewels have reflected their personalities and interests. 

We will also explore the role that jewels have played in 

the  romances,  scandals,  and  intrigues  that  have 

surrounded Indian princes.

In the fourth chapter, we will examine the art of Indian 

jewelry. We will  learn about the different techniques 

that have been used to create Indian jewels,  and we 

will  discuss  the  unique  designs  and  styles  that  have 

characterized  Indian  jewelry  over  the  centuries.  We 

will  also explore the influence of foreign cultures on 

Indian jewelry.

In  the  fifth  chapter,  we  will  focus  on  the  jewels  of 

Indian women. We will learn about the different types 

3



of jewels that have been worn by Indian women, and 

we will  discuss the ways in which these jewels have 

reflected their status, wealth, and beauty. We will also 

explore  the  role  that  jewels  have  played  in  Indian 

weddings and other ceremonies.

In the sixth chapter, we will turn our attention to the 

European jewelers who have worked in India. We will 

learn about the different ways in which these jewelers 

have adapted their designs to meet the needs of Indian 

clients,  and  we  will  discuss  the  role  that  they  have 

played in the development of Indian jewelry. We will 

also explore the legacy of these jewelers, and we will 

discuss  the  ways  in  which  their  work  continues  to 

influence Indian jewelry today.

In the seventh chapter, we will examine the symbolic 

significance of jewels in Indian culture. We will learn 

about  the  different  ways  in  which  jewels  have  been 

used  to  represent  power,  status,  wealth,  and beauty. 
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We will also explore the role that jewels have played in 

Indian religious ceremonies and rituals.

In  the  eighth  chapter,  we  will  discuss  the  value  of 

jewels.  We will  learn about the different factors that 

determine the value of jewels, and we will explore the 

ways  in  which  jewels  have  been  used  as  a  form  of 

investment.  We  will  also  discuss  the  ethical  issues 

surrounding the mining and trade of jewels.

In  the  ninth  chapter,  we  will  focus  on  the  care  and 

preservation  of  jewels.  We  will  learn  about  the 

different ways to clean and store jewels, and we will 

discuss  the  importance  of  regular  inspections  and 

repairs.  We will  also  explore  the  role  that  museums 

and  other  institutions  play  in  preserving  jewels  for 

future generations.

In  the  tenth  and  final  chapter,  we  will  examine  the 

legacy of Indian jewels. We will learn about the ways in 

which  Indian  jewels  have  influenced  world  jewelry 

design, and we will discuss the role that they continue 
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to  play  in  Indian  culture.  We  will  also  explore  the 

future of Indian jewels, and we will discuss the ways in 

which they are likely to continue to evolve in the years 

to come.
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Book Description

Emperors & Jewels is a captivating exploration of the 

fascinating world of Indian jewelry, from its historical 

origins  to  its  modern-day  significance.  In  this  richly 

illustrated  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  takes  us  on  a 

journey  through  the  centuries,  revealing  the  stories 

behind  the  exquisite  jewels  that  have  adorned  the 

bodies of India’s rulers and their families.

We will learn about the different types of jewels that 

have been used in India, the techniques used to create 

them,  and  the  symbolic  and  religious  meaning  that 

they have held for  Indian people.  We will  also meet 

some of the most famous jewelers who have worked in 

India, and we will learn about the role that jewels have 

played in Indian culture and society.

Emperors & Jewels is divided into ten chapters, each 

of which explores a different aspect of Indian jewelry. 

In the first chapter, we will explore the symbolic and 
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religious significance of jewels for Indian people.  We 

will learn about the different types of jewels that have 

been used in India,  and we will  discuss  the ways in 

which they have been used to represent power, status, 

and wealth. We will also examine the role that jewels 

have played in Indian religious ceremonies and rituals.

In the second chapter, we will turn our attention to the 

history of  Indian royal  families  and their  jewels.  We 

will learn about the different dynasties that have ruled 

India over the centuries, and we will discuss the ways 

in which their jewels have reflected their wealth and 

power. We will also explore the role that jewels have 

played in the rise and fall of Indian royal families.

In  the  third  chapter,  we  will  focus  on the  stories  of 

individual  Indian  princes  and  their  jewels.  We  will 

learn about the lives of some of India’s most famous 

princes,  and we will  discuss the ways in which their 

jewels have reflected their personalities and interests. 

We will also explore the role that jewels have played in 
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the  romances,  scandals,  and  intrigues  that  have 

surrounded Indian princes.

In the fourth chapter, we will examine the art of Indian 

jewelry. We will  learn about the different techniques 

that have been used to create Indian jewels,  and we 

will  discuss  the  unique  designs  and  styles  that  have 

characterized  Indian  jewelry  over  the  centuries.  We 

will  also explore the influence of foreign cultures on 

Indian jewelry.

In  the  fifth  chapter,  we  will  focus  on  the  jewels  of 

Indian women. We will learn about the different types 

of jewels that have been worn by Indian women, and 

we will  discuss the ways in which these jewels have 

reflected their status, wealth, and beauty. We will also 

explore  the  role  that  jewels  have  played  in  Indian 

weddings and other ceremonies.

In the sixth chapter, we will turn our attention to the 

European jewelers who have worked in India. We will 

learn about the different ways in which these jewelers 
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have adapted their designs to meet the needs of Indian 

clients,  and  we  will  discuss  the  role  that  they  have 

played in the development of Indian jewelry. We will 

also explore the legacy of these jewelers, and we will 

discuss  the  ways  in  which  their  work  continues  to 

influence Indian jewelry today.

In the seventh chapter, we will examine the symbolic 

significance of jewels in Indian culture. We will learn 

about  the  different  ways  in  which  jewels  have  been 

used  to  represent  power,  status,  wealth,  and beauty. 

We will also explore the role that jewels have played in 

Indian religious ceremonies and rituals.

In  the  eighth  chapter,  we  will  discuss  the  value  of 

jewels.  We will  learn about the different factors that 

determine the value of jewels, and we will explore the 

ways  in  which  jewels  have  been  used  as  a  form  of 

investment.  We  will  also  discuss  the  ethical  issues 

surrounding the mining and trade of jewels.
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In  the  ninth  chapter,  we  will  focus  on  the  care  and 

preservation  of  jewels.  We  will  learn  about  the 

different ways to clean and store jewels, and we will 

discuss  the  importance  of  regular  inspections  and 

repairs.  We will  also  explore  the  role  that  museums 

and  other  institutions  play  in  preserving  jewels  for 

future generations.

In  the  tenth  and  final  chapter,  we  will  examine  the 

legacy of Indian jewels. We will learn about the ways in 

which  Indian  jewels  have  influenced  world  jewelry 

design, and we will discuss the role that they continue 

to  play  in  Indian  culture.  We  will  also  explore  the 

future of Indian jewels, and we will discuss the ways in 

which they are likely to continue to evolve in the years 

to come.

Emperors & Jewels is a must-read for anyone who is 

interested in jewelry, history, or Indian culture. With 

its stunning photography and engaging text, this book 

is sure to captivate readers from beginning to end. 
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Chapter 1: Jewels of the Ruling Class

1. The symbolic and religious importance of 

jewels for reigning families

The use of  jewels  by reigning families  can be traced 

back  to  ancient  times  and  across  different  cultures. 

These  precious  adornments  hold  profound  symbolic 

and  religious  significance  for  monarchs  and  their 

dynasties.

Symbols of Power and Prestige:

From the pharaohs of Egypt to the emperors of China, 

jewels  have  served  as  potent  symbols  of  power  and 

prestige. They represent the authority and majesty of 

the  ruling  family.  By  wearing  opulent  jewelry, 

monarchs project an aura of grandeur and command 

respect from their subjects. The size, quality, and rarity 

of jewels worn often reflect the status and wealth of the 

ruling family.
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Divine Connection and Legitimacy:

In  many cultures,  reigning families  were believed to 

have  a  divine  connection,  and  their  jewels  were 

imbued  with  religious  significance.  The  wearing  of 

jewels was seen as a manifestation of this divine favor, 

symbolizing the monarch's authority as the chosen or 

anointed representative of the gods. In some religions, 

specific jewels were associated with particular deities 

or spiritual powers, and wearing them was thought to 

invoke divine protection and guidance.

Rituals and Ceremonies:

Jewels  also  play  a  vital  role  in  royal  rituals  and 

ceremonies.  They  adorn  the  crowns,  scepters,  and 

other regalia used during coronations, investitures, and 

other  important  events.  The  use  of  jewels  in  these 

ceremonies  reinforces  the  sacred  and  ceremonial 

nature  of  the  royal  office.  They  serve  as  tangible 

symbols  of  the  monarch's  connection  to  the  past, 

present, and future.
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Cultural Heritage and Legacy:

Royal  jewels  often  become  symbols  of  the  nation's 

cultural heritage and a source of pride for its people. 

They are passed down through generations,  carrying 

with  them  the  history,  traditions,  and  values  of  the 

ruling family. Through their preservation and display, 

royal jewels serve as a reminder of the nation's past 

and its continuity into the present.

Preservation and Conservation:

Recognizing the cultural and historical significance of 

royal  jewels,  many  countries  have  established 

museums  and  institutions  dedicated  to  their 

preservation  and  conservation.  These  institutions 

showcase the artistry and craftsmanship of the jewels, 

provide insights into the lives of the royal families who 

wore  them,  and  educate  the  public  about  their 

historical and cultural value.
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Chapter 1: Jewels of the Ruling Class

2.  The use of  jewels  as  a  display of  wealth 

and status

Jewels have long been used by the ruling class as a way 

to  display  their  wealth  and  status.  This  is  because 

jewels are valuable, rare, and beautiful, and they can 

be used to create elaborate and impressive pieces of 

jewelry. In addition, jewels have been associated with 

power  and  authority  for  centuries,  and  they  can  be 

used to convey a sense of majesty and importance.

One of the most famous examples of the use of jewels 

as a display of wealth and status is the British Crown 

Jewels. These jewels include the Imperial State Crown, 

which is worn by the monarch at the State Opening of 

Parliament, and the Sovereign's Sceptre, which is used 

to signify royal authority. The British Crown Jewels are 

worth an estimated £3 billion, and they are considered 
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to be some of the most valuable and important jewels 

in the world.

Other  examples  of  the  use  of  jewels  as  a  display  of 

wealth and status include the Russian Crown Jewels, 

the  French  Crown  Jewels,  and  the  Iranian  Crown 

Jewels. These collections of jewels are all worth billions 

of dollars, and they include some of the most famous 

and beautiful jewels in the world.

In addition to being used to display wealth and status, 

jewels can also be used to convey a sense of power and 

authority. This is because jewels have been associated 

with power and authority for centuries, and they can 

be used to create an aura of majesty and importance. 

For  example,  the  Koh-i-Noor  diamond  is  one  of  the 

most famous and valuable diamonds in the world, and 

it is said to have been owned by many powerful rulers 

throughout history.

Today, jewels continue to be used by the ruling class as 

a  way  to  display  wealth  and  status.  This  is  because 
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jewels  are  still  seen  as  a  symbol  of  power  and 

authority,  and they can be used to create an aura of 

majesty  and  importance.  In  addition,  jewels  are  still 

considered to be valuable and rare,  and they can be 

used  to  create  elaborate  and  impressive  pieces  of 

jewelry.
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Chapter 1: Jewels of the Ruling Class

3.  The  history  of  Indian  royal  families  and 

their jewels

The history of Indian royal families and their jewels is 

a long and storied one. From the earliest days of the 

Indian subcontinent,  kings and queens have adorned 

themselves  with  precious  stones  and  metals.  These 

jewels were not simply symbols of wealth and power, 

but also held religious and cultural significance.

In ancient India, jewels were often used to represent 

the power of the gods. The gods were believed to reside 

in the heavens, and their jewels were thought to reflect 

their  divine  nature.  Kings  and  queens  would  often 

wear jewels that were associated with particular gods, 

in order to gain their favor and protection.

As  time  went  on,  the  use  of  jewels  became  more 

widespread. By the medieval period, jewels were being 

worn by all classes of Indian society, from the richest 
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kings  and  queens  to  the  humblest  peasants.  Jewels 

were  used  to  adorn  everything  from  clothing  to 

furniture, and they were often given as gifts on special 

occasions.

The Mughal period was a particularly opulent time for 

Indian jewelry. The Mughal emperors were known for 

their love of luxury, and they commissioned some of 

the  most  exquisite  jewels  in  history.  The  Mughal 

emperors  also  introduced new techniques  to  jewelry 

making, such as the use of enamel and gemstones.

In  the  18th  century,  the  British  East  India  Company 

began to exert its influence on India. The British were 

fascinated by Indian jewelry, and they began to collect 

it  in  large  quantities.  This  led  to  a  decline  in  the 

traditional Indian jewelry industry.

In the 19th century, India became a British colony. The 

British Raj had a profound impact on Indian culture, 

and it also led to changes in the way that jewelry was 

made and worn.  The British introduced new designs 

19



and styles, and they also began to use new materials, 

such as glass and plastic.

After India gained independence in 1947, there was a 

revival of interest in traditional Indian jewelry. Today, 

Indian jewelry is once again popular all over the world. 

It is worn by people of all ages and backgrounds, and it 

is used for a variety of purposes, from everyday wear 

to special occasions.

Indian royal families have always played a significant 

role in the development of Indian jewelry. They have 

commissioned  some  of  the  most  exquisite  jewels  in 

history,  and they have helped to shape the way that 

jewelry is made and worn. Today, Indian royal families 

continue  to  be  important  patrons  of  the  jewelry 

industry.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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