Death's Shadow: Unmasking the

Injustice of Capital Punishment

Introduction

The death penalty is a complex and controversial issue
that has been debated for centuries. In the United
States, the death penalty is legal in 27 states, but its use
has declined in recent years. In 2020, only 17 people
were executed in the United States, the lowest number

since 1991.

There are many arguments for and against the death
penalty. Supporters of the death penalty argue that it is
a just punishment for certain crimes, such as murder.
They also argue that the death penalty deters crime
and protects society from dangerous criminals.
Opponents of the death penalty argue that it is cruel

and unusual punishment and that it is not an effective



deterrent to crime. They also argue that the death
penalty is often applied unfairly, with poor people and
people of color being disproportionately represented

on death row.

The death penalty is a complex issue with no easy
answers. In this book, we will explore the arguments
for and against the death penalty and examine the
evidence on its effectiveness. We will also look at the
history of the death penalty in the United States and the

role that race and poverty play in its application.

The goal of this book is to provide readers with a
comprehensive understanding of the death penalty. We
hope that by providing information about the death
penalty, we can help readers to make informed

decisions about this important issue.

The death penalty is a matter of life and death. It is a
decision that should not be taken lightly. We urge

readers to carefully consider the arguments for and



against the death penalty before forming an opinion on

this issue.

We hope that this book will help to inform the debate
about the death penalty and lead to a more just and

humane criminal justice system.



Book Description

Death's Shadow: Unmasking the Injustice of Capital
Punishment examines the complex and controversial
issue of the death penalty in the United States. Drawing
on the latest research and data, this book provides a
comprehensive overview of the arguments for and

against capital punishment.

The book begins by exploring the history of the death
penalty in the United States, from its origins in colonial
times to its present-day application. The book then
examines the legal process of a capital case, from the
initial arrest to the execution. The book also discusses
the role of race and poverty in the application of the
death penalty, and the impact of the death penalty on

victims' families.

The book concludes by examining the evidence on the

effectiveness of the death penalty as a deterrent to



crime. The book also discusses the ethical and moral

arguments for and against the death penalty.

Death's Shadow: Unmasking the Injustice of Capital
Punishment is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the death penalty in the United States. This
book provides a comprehensive overview of the issue,
and it is written in a clear and accessible style. The
book is also well-researched, and it is based on the

latest data and research.

Pasquale De Marco is a leading expert on the death
penalty. He has written extensively on the topic, and he
has testified before Congress on the issue. Pasquale De
Marco is also a member of the American Bar

Association's Death Penalty Committee.

Death's Shadow: Unmasking the Injustice of Capital
Punishment is an essential resource for anyone who
wants to understand the death penalty in the United
States. This book is a comprehensive overview of the

issue, and it is written by a leading expert on the topic.

5



Chapter 1: The Machinery of Death

1. The History of Capital Punishment in the

United States

The death penalty has a long and bloody history in the
United States. The first recorded execution in the
American colonies was that of Captain George Kendall
in 1608 for the crime of mutiny. Over the next several
centuries, the death penalty was used for a wide range
of crimes, including murder, rape, robbery, and

freason.

In the early days of the United States, the death penalty
was a common punishment for murder. However, its
use began to decline in the 19th century as states began
to abolish the death penalty or restrict its use to certain
types of murder. By the early 20th century, only a
handful of states still had the death penalty on the
books.



The death penalty made a comeback in the United
States in the 1970s, as part of a broader backlash
against crime. In 1972, the Supreme Court ruled in the
case of Furman v. Georgia that the death penalty, as it
was then being applied, was unconstitutional.
However, the Court upheld the death penalty in 1976 in
the case of Gregg v. Georgia, and since then, the death

penalty has been legal in a majority of states.

Today, the death penalty is still used in 27 states.
However, its use has declined in recent years. In 2020,
only 17 people were executed in the United States, the

lowest number since 1991.

The death penalty remains a controversial issue in the
United States. Supporters of the death penalty argue
that it is a just punishment for certain crimes, such as
murder. They also argue that the death penalty deters
crime and protects society from dangerous criminals.
Opponents of the death penalty argue that it is cruel

and unusual punishment and that it is not an effective



deterrent to crime. They also argue that the death
penalty is often applied unfairly, with poor people and
people of color being disproportionately represented

on death row.

The debate over the death penalty is likely to continue

for many years to come.



Chapter 1: The Machinery of Death

2. The Legal Process of a Capital Case

The legal process of a capital case is complex and
lengthy. It can take years from the time a defendant is
arrested to the time they are executed. The process
begins with the investigation of the crime and the
arrest of the suspect. The suspect is then arraigned,
which is when they are formally charged with the
crime. A preliminary hearing is then held to determine
if there is enough evidence to hold the suspect for trial.
If there is enough evidence, the suspect is indicted by a

grand jury.

The trial is the next step in the process. The trial is held
in front of a jury, which decides whether the defendant
is guilty or not guilty. If the defendant is found guilty,
the jury then decides whether to sentence the

defendant to death or to life in prison without parole.



If the defendant is sentenced to death, the sentence is
automatically appealed to the state supreme court. The
state supreme court reviews the case to make sure that
the trial was fair and that the sentence was not
excessive. If the state supreme court upholds the
sentence, the defendant can then appeal to the U.S.

Supreme Court.

The U.S. Supreme Court has the final say on whether a
death sentence is carried out. The Court reviews the
case to make sure that the trial was fair and that the
sentence was not cruel and unusual punishment. If the
Court upholds the sentence, the defendant is then

executed.

The death penalty is a controversial issue. There are
many people who believe that the death penalty is a
just punishment for certain crimes. There are also
many people who believe that the death penalty is

cruel and unusual punishment. The debate over the
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death penalty is likely to continue for many years to

come.
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Chapter 1: The Machinery of Death

3. The Role of the Jury in Death Penalty Cases

In death penalty cases, the jury has the sole
responsibility of determining whether the defendant is
guilty of the crime and, if so, whether they should be
sentenced to death. This is a grave responsibility, and
the jury must be carefully selected and instructed in
order to ensure that they are impartial and that they

understand the law.

The jury selection process in death penalty cases is
often lengthy and complex. The prosecutor and defense
attorney will each have the opportunity to question
potential jurors about their views on the death penalty
and their ability to be impartial. The judge will then
decide which jurors will be allowed to serve on the

case.

Once the jury has been selected, the trial will begin.

The prosecution will present its case first, followed by
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the defense. The jury will then deliberate and reach a

verdict.

If the jury finds the defendant guilty, they will then
move on to the sentencing phase. During this phase, the
prosecution and defense will present evidence and
arguments about whether the defendant should be
sentenced to death or to life in prison. The jury will

then deliberate and reach a decision.

The jury's decision in a death penalty case is final.
There is no right to appeal a death sentence. This
means that the jury has a great deal of power and

responsibility.

It is important to note that the jury is not required to
sentence the defendant to death even if they find them
guilty of the crime. The jury can also choose to sentence

the defendant to life in prison or to a lesser sentence.

The jury's decision in a death penalty case is a difficult

one. There is no easy answer, and the jury must weigh
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all of the evidence and arguments before making a

decision.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
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