
Art  Deco  Eleganza:  An  Illustrated 

History

Introduction

The  Art  Deco  movement  was  a  style  of  visual  arts, 

architecture, and design that first appeared in France 

just before World War I. It was a reaction against the 

ornate and elaborate styles of the past, and it quickly 

became  popular  throughout  the  world.  Art  Deco  is 

characterized by its clean lines, geometric shapes, and 

bold colors. It is often associated with luxury, glamour, 

and modernity.

Art Deco was inspired by a variety of sources, including 

the machine age,  the Jazz Age,  and ancient  Egyptian 

art.  It  was also influenced by the work of the Ballets 

Russes,  which brought a new sense of exoticism and 

theatricality to the world of design.
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In  the  United  States,  Art  Deco  became  particularly 

popular  in  the  1920s  and  1930s.  It  was  used  in 

everything  from architecture  to  fashion to  industrial 

design. Some of the most iconic Art Deco buildings in 

the world include the Chrysler Building in New York 

City and the Hoover Building in Washington, D.C.

Art Deco was also a major force in the world of fashion. 

Designers  such  as  Coco  Chanel  and  Elsa  Schiaparelli 

created clothes that were both stylish and functional. 

Art  Deco  fashion  was  characterized  by  its  geometric 

patterns, bold colors, and low waistlines.

Art Deco had a profound impact on the world of design. 

It helped to usher in a new era of modernism, and its 

influence  can  still  be  seen  today  in  everything  from 

architecture to fashion to graphic design.

In this book, we will explore the history of Art Deco, 

from its origins in France to its global impact. We will 

also take a look at some of the most iconic Art Deco 

buildings,  furniture,  fashion,  and  graphic  design. 
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Whether you are a fan of Art Deco or simply interested 

in the history of design, this book is sure to fascinate 

and inspire you.
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Book Description

Journey back to  the glamorous era of  the 1920s  and 

1930s with Art Deco Eleganza: An Illustrated History. 

This  comprehensive  book  explores  the  captivating 

world of Art Deco, a movement that revolutionized the 

world  of  design  and  left  an  indelible  mark  on 

architecture, fashion, furniture, and graphic design.

Discover  the  origins  of  Art  Deco in  France,  where  it 

emerged as a rebellion against the ornate styles of the 

past.  Be inspired by the bold lines, geometric shapes, 

and  vibrant  colors  that  characterized  this  iconic 

movement. Explore the impact of the machine age, the 

Jazz Age, and ancient Egyptian art on the development 

of Art Deco.

In  the  United  States,  Art  Deco  flourished  during  the 

Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression. Marvel at 

the iconic Art Deco skyscrapers that grace the skylines 

of New York City, Chicago, and other major cities. Step 
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inside  Art  Deco  homes  and  admire  the  exquisite 

furniture, lighting, and decorative objects that defined 

the era.

Fashionistas  will  delight  in  the  chapter  on  Art  Deco 

fashion,  which  showcases  the  glamorous  gowns, 

tailored suits,  and accessories that  were all  the rage. 

Learn about the influential designers who shaped the 

Art  Deco  aesthetic,  including  Coco  Chanel,  Elsa 

Schiaparelli, and Paul Poiret.

Art Deco's influence extended far beyond architecture 

and  fashion.  This  book  delves  into  the  world  of  Art 

Deco graphic design, highlighting the stunning posters, 

logos,  and typography that  captured the spirit  of  the 

times.  Discover  the  Art  Deco  masterpieces  of  artists 

such as Erté, Cassandre, and Jean Carlu.

Whether  you  are  an  Art  Deco  enthusiast,  a  design 

aficionado,  or  simply  someone  who  appreciates  the 

beauty of  the past,  Art  Deco Eleganza:  An Illustrated 

History  is  the  ultimate  guide  to  this  captivating  era. 
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Immerse  yourself  in  the  world  of  Art  Deco  and 

experience  the  glamour,  luxury,  and  modernity  that 

defined a generation.
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Chapter 1: The Art Deco Movement

The Origins of Art Deco

Art Deco emerged as a distinct style in the early 20th 

century, drawing inspiration from a variety of sources. 

One  major  influence  was  the  machine  age,  which 

brought  about  new  technologies  and  materials  that 

were used in Art Deco design. The streamlined forms 

and  geometric  patterns  of  Art  Deco  were  also 

influenced by the Jazz Age, which was a time of great 

social and cultural change.

Another source of inspiration for Art Deco was ancient 

Egyptian art. The discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb in 

1922 sparked a renewed interest in Egyptian culture, 

and Art Deco designers incorporated Egyptian motifs 

into their work. The bold colors and geometric patterns 

of  Art  Deco were also influenced by the work of  the 

Ballets Russes, which brought a new sense of exoticism 

and theatricality to the world of design.
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Art Deco first appeared in France, but it quickly spread 

to other parts of the world, including the United States. 

In  the  United  States,  Art  Deco  became  particularly 

popular  in  the  1920s  and  1930s.  It  was  used  in 

everything  from architecture  to  fashion to  industrial 

design. Some of the most iconic Art Deco buildings in 

the world include the Chrysler Building in New York 

City and the Hoover Building in Washington, D.C.

Art Deco was also a major force in the world of fashion. 

Designers  such  as  Coco  Chanel  and  Elsa  Schiaparelli 

created clothes that were both stylish and functional. 

Art  Deco  fashion  was  characterized  by  its  geometric 

patterns, bold colors, and low waistlines.

Art Deco had a profound impact on the world of design. 

It helped to usher in a new era of modernism, and its 

influence  can  still  be  seen  today  in  everything  from 

architecture to fashion to graphic design.
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Chapter 1: The Art Deco Movement

Art Deco Design Principles

Art  Deco  is  a  style  of  visual  arts,  architecture,  and 

design that first appeared in France just before World 

War  I.  It  was  a  reaction  against  the  ornate  and 

elaborate  styles  of  the  past,  and  it  quickly  became 

popular  throughout  the  world.  Art  Deco  is 

characterized by its clean lines, geometric shapes, and 

bold colors. It is often associated with luxury, glamour, 

and modernity.

There are a number of key design principles that define 

the Art Deco style. These include:

 Simplicity: Art Deco designs are typically simple 

and  uncluttered.  They  avoid  unnecessary 

ornamentation  and  focus  on  clean  lines  and 

geometric shapes.

 Geometry: Art  Deco  designs  often  incorporate 

geometric  shapes,  such as  circles,  squares,  and 
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triangles. These shapes are used to create a sense 

of order and balance.

 Bold colors: Art Deco designs often use bold and 

vibrant  colors.  These  colors  are  often  used  to 

create a sense of drama and excitement.

 Stylized  motifs: Art  Deco  designs  often 

incorporate  stylized  motifs,  such  as  flowers, 

animals,  and sunbursts.  These motifs  are often 

used to add a sense of decoration and interest.

 Functionality: Art  Deco  designs  are  often 

functional as well as stylish. They are designed to 

be both beautiful and practical.

These are just a few of the key design principles that 

define  the  Art  Deco  style.  By  understanding  these 

principles,  you can better  appreciate  the  beauty  and 

significance of Art Deco art and architecture.

The Influence of the Machine Age

The Art Deco movement was heavily influenced by the 

Machine Age.  The Industrial  Revolution had led to  a 
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new era of mass production and mechanization. This 

had a profound impact on the world of design. Art Deco 

designers began to incorporate machine-like forms and 

motifs  into  their  work.  They  also  began  to  use  new 

materials,  such  as  metal  and  glass,  which  were 

associated with the Machine Age.

The Influence of Jazz and the Roaring Twenties

The  Art  Deco  movement  was  also  influenced  by  the 

Jazz Age and the Roaring Twenties. This was a time of 

great  economic  prosperity  and  social  change.  People 

were  eager  to  embrace  new and exciting  things.  Art 

Deco  designs  reflected  this  spirit  of  optimism  and 

exuberance. They were often bright, cheerful, and full 

of life.

The Legacy of Art Deco

The Art Deco movement came to an end with the Great 

Depression.  However,  its  influence  can  still  be  seen 

today  in  everything  from  architecture  to  fashion  to 
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graphic design. Art Deco is a style that is both timeless 

and modern. It is a style that continues to inspire and 

delight people all over the world.
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Chapter 1: The Art Deco Movement

Art Deco in America

In  the  United  States,  Art  Deco  became  particularly 

popular  in  the  1920s  and  1930s.  It  was  used  in 

everything  from architecture  to  fashion to  industrial 

design. Some of the most iconic Art Deco buildings in 

the world include the Chrysler Building in New York 

City and the Hoover Building in Washington, D.C.

Art  Deco  was  a  reaction  against  the  ornate  and 

elaborate  styles  of  the  past,  and  it  quickly  became 

popular  in  America  as  a  symbol  of  modernity  and 

progress.  It  was  also  associated  with  luxury  and 

glamour, and it was often used in the design of hotels, 

restaurants, and nightclubs.

One of the most important factors that contributed to 

the popularity of Art Deco in America was the rise of 

the  skyscraper.  Skyscrapers  were  a  new  type  of 

building that required a new style of architecture. Art 
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Deco was well-suited to skyscrapers because of its clean 

lines and geometric shapes.

Another factor that contributed to the popularity of Art 

Deco  in  America  was  the  growing  popularity  of  the 

automobile.  Automobiles  were  a  new  and  exciting 

technology,  and  Art  Deco  designers  were  quick  to 

embrace  them.  They  created  sleek  and  streamlined 

designs for cars, trains, and airplanes.

Art Deco also became popular in American fashion and 

industrial  design. Designers such as Coco Chanel and 

Elsa Schiaparelli created clothes that were both stylish 

and functional. Art Deco furniture and appliances were 

also  popular,  and  they  were  often  made  of  new 

materials such as chrome and Bakelite.

Art  Deco  had  a  profound  impact  on  the  American 

design landscape.  It  helped to usher in a new era of 

modernism, and its influence can still be seen today in 

everything  from  architecture  to  fashion  to  graphic 

design.
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The Chrysler Building

The Chrysler Building is one of the most iconic Art Deco 

buildings in the world. It was built in 1930 and was the 

tallest  building  in  the  world  for  11  months.  The 

Chrysler  Building  is  known  for  its  sleek  and 

streamlined design, as well as its distinctive spire.

The  Hoover  Building  is  another  important  Art  Deco 

building in America. It was built in 1932 and houses the 

United  States  Department  of  Commerce.  The  Hoover 

Building is known for its massive size and its classical 

Art Deco design.

Art Deco Fashion

Art Deco fashion was characterized by its clean lines, 

geometric  shapes,  and  bold  colors.  It  was  also 

influenced  by  the  popularity  of  the  automobile,  and 

many Art Deco fashion designers created clothes that 

were both stylish and functional.

Art Deco Industrial Design
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Art Deco industrial design was also characterized by its 

clean lines, geometric shapes, and bold colors. Art Deco 

designers  created  sleek  and  streamlined  designs  for 

everything from cars to trains to airplanes. They also 

used new materials such as chrome and Bakelite.

Art Deco had a profound impact on American design, 

and its influence can still be seen today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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