
The Shadow of the Northern War

Introduction

The  Winter  War,  also  known  as  the  Russo-Finnish 

Winter War, was a military conflict between the Soviet 

Union and Finland that took place during the winter of 

1939-1940. The war began on November 30, 1939, when 

the Soviet Union invaded Finland without a declaration 

of  war.  The  Finns,  despite  being  outnumbered  and 

outgunned, put up a fierce resistance against the Soviet 

invasion,  and the  war  quickly  became a  bloody and 

costly affair.

The Winter War captured the attention of the world, 

and  it  became  a  symbol  of  Finnish  resilience  and 

determination. The war also had a profound impact on 

the Soviet Union, which had expected to quickly defeat 

Finland  and  had  underestimated  the  strength  and 

resolve of the Finnish people.
1



The Winter War has been the subject of much study 

and  debate  over  the  years,  and  it  continues  to  be  a 

fascinating  and important  topic  of  historical  inquiry. 

The  war  has  been  the  subject  of  numerous  books, 

articles, and films, and it has also been the inspiration 

for works of art and music.

In this book, we will examine the Winter War in detail, 

exploring its causes, its course, and its consequences. 

We will also discuss the impact of the war on Finland, 

the Soviet Union, and the world.

The Winter War is a complex and fascinating topic, and 

we  hope  that  this  book  will  provide  a  deeper 

understanding of this important event in history.
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Book Description

The Shadow of the Northern War is a comprehensive 

examination  of  the  Winter  War,  a  conflict  that 

captured  the  attention  of  the  world  and  became  a 

symbol of Finnish resilience and determination.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco explores the causes, 

course, and consequences of the Winter War, drawing 

on a wide range of sources to provide a nuanced and 

balanced account of this important event in history.

Pasquale De Marco begins by examining the complex 

diplomatic negotiations that preceded the outbreak of 

war,  and he then provides  a  detailed account  of  the 

military  campaign  itself,  from  the  initial  Soviet 

invasion to the eventual Finnish victory.

Throughout the book, Pasquale De Marco highlights the 

courage and determination of the Finnish people, who 

fought  against  overwhelming  odds  to  defend  their 

homeland.  He  also  examines  the  role  of  the  Soviet 
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Union, which underestimated the strength and resolve 

of the Finns and paid a heavy price for its aggression.

Pasquale De Marco concludes by discussing the legacy 

of the Winter War, both for Finland and for the world. 

He  argues  that  the  war  was  a  turning  point  in  the 

history  of  Finland,  and  that  it  helped  to  shape  the 

country's identity and its place in the world.

The Shadow of the Northern War is an essential read 

for anyone who wants to understand the Winter War 

and its  impact on Finland,  the Soviet  Union,  and the 

world. 
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Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

The Rise of Tensions

The Winter War was not an isolated event. It was the 

culmination  of  years  of  rising  tensions  between 

Finland and the Soviet Union. These tensions had their 

roots in a number of factors, including:

 Border disputes: Finland and the Soviet Union 

had  a  long  and  disputed  border.  The  two 

countries  had  fought  a  war  over  the  Karelian 

Isthmus in 1921-1922, and the border had never 

been fully settled.

 Ideological  differences: Finland  was  a 

democracy,  while  the  Soviet  Union  was  a 

communist  state.  The  two  countries  had  very 

different  political  systems  and  ideologies,  and 

this led to mutual distrust and suspicion.

 Soviet  expansionism: The  Soviet  Union was  a 

rapidly expanding power, and it had a history of 
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annexing  territory  from  its  neighbors.  Finland 

feared that it would be the next target of Soviet 

aggression.

These factors combined to create a climate of tension 

and mistrust between Finland and the Soviet Union. In 

the years leading up to the Winter War, there were a 

number of incidents that further heightened tensions, 

including:

 The  Terijoki  government: In  1939,  the  Soviet 

Union  established  a  puppet  government  in 

Finland, known as the Terijoki government. This 

government  claimed  to  be  the  legitimate 

government  of  Finland,  and  it  called  for  the 

overthrow of the Finnish government.

 The  Mainila  incident: In  November  1939,  the 

Soviet Union claimed that Finnish artillery had 

shelled the Soviet  village of  Mainila.  The Finns 

denied  responsibility  for  the  shelling,  but  the 

incident gave the Soviet Union a pretext for war.
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On  November  30,  1939,  the  Soviet  Union  invaded 

Finland without a declaration of war. The Winter War 

had begun.
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Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

The Failure of Diplomacy

The Winter War was a tragic conflict that could have 

been avoided if not for the failure of diplomacy. In the 

years  leading  up  to  the  war,  there  were  several 

opportunities  for  the  Soviet  Union  and  Finland  to 

resolve  their  differences  peacefully.  However,  these 

opportunities were squandered due to a combination 

of factors, including mistrust, miscommunication, and 

a lack of political will.

One of the key factors that contributed to the failure of 

diplomacy was the mistrust between the Soviet Union 

and  Finland.  The  Soviet  Union  was  suspicious  of 

Finland's close ties to the West, and Finland was fearful 

of Soviet expansionism. This mistrust made it difficult 

for  the  two  countries  to  find  common  ground  and 

negotiate a peaceful settlement.
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Another  factor  that  contributed  to  the  failure  of 

diplomacy  was  miscommunication.  The  Soviet  Union 

and  Finland  often  misunderstood  each  other's 

intentions,  and  this  led  to  a  series  of  diplomatic 

blunders.  For example,  in the fall  of 1939,  the Soviet 

Union  proposed  a  non-aggression  pact  to  Finland. 

However, Finland interpreted this proposal as a sign of 

weakness  and  rejected  it.  This  rejection  angered  the 

Soviet  Union  and  led  to  a  further  deterioration  in 

relations between the two countries.

Finally, the failure of diplomacy was also due to a lack 

of political will. Neither the Soviet Union nor Finland 

was willing to make the necessary concessions to reach 

a  peaceful  settlement.  The  Soviet  Union  was 

determined to expand its territory, while Finland was 

determined to maintain its independence. As a result, 

the two countries were unable to find a compromise 

that both sides could accept.
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The failure of diplomacy led directly to the outbreak of 

the Winter War. The Soviet Union invaded Finland on 

November 30, 1939, without a declaration of war. The 

Finns, despite being outnumbered and outgunned, put 

up a fierce resistance against the Soviet invasion. The 

war lasted for four months and resulted in the deaths 

of hundreds of thousands of people.

The Winter War is a tragic example of how the failure 

of diplomacy can lead to conflict. It is a reminder that 

we  must  always  strive  to  resolve  our  differences 

peacefully, even when it is difficult.
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Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

The Outbreak of War

The outbreak of the Winter War on November 30, 1939, 

was a  surprise  to  many observers.  The Soviet  Union 

had long been preparing for a conflict with Finland, but 

the timing and scale of the invasion caught the Finns 

off guard.

There  were  several  factors  that  contributed  to  the 

outbreak of war. First, the Soviet Union was eager to 

expand its territory and influence in the Baltic region. 

Finland, with its long border with the Soviet Union, was 

seen as a potential target for Soviet expansion.

Second,  the  Soviet  Union  was  concerned  about  the 

growing  influence  of  Nazi  Germany  in  Finland. 

Germany had been providing military  and economic 

aid  to  Finland,  and  the  Soviets  feared  that  Finland 

might become a staging ground for a German invasion 

of the Soviet Union.
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Third, the Soviet Union believed that Finland was weak 

and divided. The Finnish government was in a state of 

disarray,  and  the  country  was  facing  economic  and 

political  challenges.  The  Soviets  believed  that  they 

could  quickly  defeat  Finland and install  a  pro-Soviet 

government.

The  Finnish  government  was  aware  of  the  Soviet 

threat,  but  it  was  unprepared  for  the  scale  of  the 

invasion.  The  Finnish  army  was  small  and  poorly 

equipped, and the country had few natural defenses.

On November 30,  1939,  the  Soviet  Union launched a 

massive invasion of Finland. The Soviet forces quickly 

overwhelmed  the  Finnish  border  defenses  and 

advanced deep into Finnish territory. The Finns were 

forced to retreat, and the Soviet Union seemed poised 

to quickly conquer the entire country.

However, the Finns were not willing to give up without 

a fight. They launched a fierce guerrilla war against the 
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Soviet invaders, and the war quickly became a bloody 

and costly affair.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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