
Time Out of Joint: The Titanic

Introduction

The Titanic disaster is one of the most well-known and 

tragic  events  in maritime history.  The sinking of  the 

supposedly unsinkable ship on April 15, 1912, resulted 

in the deaths of over 1,500 people. In the years since, 

the  Titanic  has  been  the  subject  of  countless  books, 

movies, and documentaries. But what really happened 

that fateful night? And what lessons can we learn from 

this tragedy?

In this book, we will explore the Titanic disaster from a 

variety  of  perspectives.  We  will  examine  the  ship's 

design  and  construction,  the  decisions  made  by  the 

captain  and  crew,  and  the  experiences  of  the 

passengers  and  survivors.  We  will  also  discuss  the 

aftermath of the disaster, including the impact it had 

on maritime safety regulations.
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The  Titanic  disaster  was  a  preventable  tragedy.  By 

understanding  the  factors  that  contributed  to  the 

sinking,  we  can  help  to  ensure  that  such  a  disaster 

never happens again.

The  Titanic  was  the  largest  and  most  luxurious 

passenger ship in the world when it was built in 1911. 

It  was designed to be unsinkable,  with 16 watertight 

compartments that could be sealed off in the event of a 

hull breach. The ship also had a double bottom, which 

was designed to prevent water from entering the hull 

in the event of a collision.

Despite  these  safety  features,  the  Titanic  sank  after 

hitting an iceberg on its  maiden voyage.  The iceberg 

tore  a  hole  in  the  ship's  hull,  which  caused  the 

watertight compartments to flood. The ship sank in less 

than three hours,  with over 1,500 people losing their 

lives.

There were many factors that contributed to the Titanic 

disaster.  One  factor  was  the  ship's  design.  The 
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watertight compartments were not tall enough to reach 

the top of the ship, which allowed water to overflow 

from one compartment to the next. Another factor was 

the  lack  of  lifeboats.  The  Titanic  only  had  enough 

lifeboats for about half of the people on board.

The  decisions  made  by  the  captain  and  crew  also 

contributed to the disaster. The captain was sailing at 

full  speed  in  an  area  known  to  be  frequented  by 

icebergs.  He also failed to heed warnings from other 

ships about the presence of ice.

The  experiences  of  the  passengers  and  survivors 

provide  a  firsthand  account  of  the  tragedy.  Some 

passengers  were  able  to  escape  in  lifeboats,  while 

others  were  trapped  on  the  ship  as  it  sank.  The 

survivors' stories provide a harrowing account of the 

events that unfolded that night.

The aftermath of the Titanic disaster had a profound 

impact on maritime safety regulations. In the wake of 

the  disaster,  new  regulations  were  put  in  place  to 
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require ships to carry enough lifeboats for everyone on 

board.  The  regulations  also  required  ships  to  be 

equipped with watertight compartments that were tall 

enough to reach the top of the ship.

The  Titanic  disaster  was  a  preventable  tragedy.  By 

understanding  the  factors  that  contributed  to  the 

sinking,  we  can  help  to  ensure  that  such  a  disaster 

never happens again.
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Book Description

Time  Out  of  Joint:  The  Titanic is  the  definitive 

account  of  the  Titanic  disaster.  This  comprehensive 

book explores the ship's design and construction, the 

decisions  made  by  the  captain  and  crew,  and  the 

experiences of the passengers and survivors.

Time  Out  of  Joint:  The  Titanic also  discusses  the 

aftermath of the disaster, including the impact it had 

on maritime safety  regulations.  This  book is  a  must-

read for  anyone interested in  the  Titanic  disaster  or 

maritime history.

In this book, you will learn:

 The factors that contributed to the sinking of the 

Titanic

 The decisions made by the captain and crew that 

led to the disaster

 The experiences of the passengers and survivors

5



 The aftermath of the disaster and its impact on 

maritime safety regulations

Time Out of Joint: The Titanic is written in a clear and 

concise  style,  making  it  accessible  to  readers  of  all 

levels.  This  book  is  also  fully  illustrated  with 

photographs, diagrams, and maps.

Time  Out  of  Joint:  The  Titanic is  the  most 

comprehensive and up-to-date  account  of  the Titanic 

disaster available. This book is a valuable resource for 

anyone interested in this tragic event. 
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Chapter 1: A Fateful Night

1. The Ship of Dreams

The  Titanic  was  the  largest  and  most  luxurious 

passenger ship in the world when it was built in 1911. 

It  was designed to be unsinkable,  with 16 watertight 

compartments that could be sealed off in the event of a 

hull breach. The ship also had a double bottom, which 

was designed to prevent water from entering the hull 

in the event of a collision.

The Titanic was the pride of the White Star Line, and it 

was billed as the "Ship of Dreams." It was the largest 

and most  luxurious passenger ship ever built,  and it 

was  said  to  be  unsinkable.  The  Titanic  was  on  its 

maiden  voyage  from  Southampton,  England,  to  New 

York City, when it struck an iceberg on April 14, 1912. 

The  iceberg  tore  a  hole  in  the  ship's  hull,  and  the 

watertight compartments flooded. The Titanic sank in 
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less  than  three  hours,  with  over  1,500  people  losing 

their lives.

The sinking of the Titanic was a tragedy, and it led to 

new regulations  for  passenger ships.  The regulations 

required ships to carry enough lifeboats for everyone 

on board, and they also required ships to be equipped 

with watertight compartments that were tall enough to 

reach the top of the ship.

The Titanic was a beautiful ship, and it was a marvel of 

engineering.  It  was  the  largest  and  most  luxurious 

passenger  ship  in  the  world,  and  it  was  said  to  be 

unsinkable. But the Titanic was also a victim of its own 

success. The ship was so large and so luxurious that it 

was difficult to evacuate in the event of an emergency.

The sinking of the Titanic was a tragedy, but it also led 

to  important  changes  in  maritime  safety.  The 

regulations  that  were  put  in  place  after  the  disaster 

have  helped  to  prevent  similar  tragedies  from 

happening again.
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Chapter 1: A Fateful Night

2. Setting Sail

The RMS Titanic set sail from Southampton, England, 

on April 10, 1912, bound for New York City. The ship 

was carrying over 2,200 passengers and crew, making 

it one of the largest and most luxurious passenger ships 

in the world.

The  weather  was  clear  and  calm  as  the  Titanic  left 

Southampton.  The  ship  sailed  smoothly  through  the 

English  Channel  and  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The 

passengers  enjoyed  the  ship's  many  amenities, 

including its swimming pool, gymnasium, and library.

As  the  Titanic  sailed  further  into  the  Atlantic,  the 

weather  began  to  deteriorate.  The  ship  encountered 

strong winds and high waves. The passengers began to 

feel seasick, and some of them were confined to their 

cabins.
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Despite the rough weather, the Titanic continued to sail 

at  full  speed.  The  captain,  Edward  Smith,  was 

determined  to  make  up  for  lost  time.  He  had  been 

delayed by a coal strike in Southampton, and he was 

eager to reach New York City on schedule.

On the night of April 14, 1912, the Titanic was sailing 

through  the  Grand  Banks  of  Newfoundland.  The 

weather was clear,  but  there was a large number of 

icebergs in the area. The Titanic's lookouts were on the 

lookout for icebergs, but they were unable to spot one 

in time.

At 11:40 p.m., the Titanic struck an iceberg. The iceberg 

tore  a  hole  in  the  ship's  hull,  and  the  watertight 

compartments began to flood. The Titanic sank in less 

than three hours,  with over 1,500 people losing their 

lives.

The sinking of the Titanic was a preventable tragedy. 

The ship was not equipped with enough lifeboats, and 

the captain was sailing at full speed in an area known 
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to be frequented by icebergs. The disaster led to new 

maritime  safety  regulations,  which  require  ships  to 

carry enough lifeboats for everyone on board and to 

sail  at  a  reduced  speed  in  areas  where  icebergs  are 

present.
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Chapter 1: A Fateful Night

3. The Captain's Last Supper

Captain Edward Smith was a  seasoned mariner with 

over 40 years of experience at sea. He had commanded 

some  of  the  largest  and  most  prestigious  passenger 

ships in the world, including the Olympic, the Titanic's 

sister ship.

On  the  evening  of  April  14,  1912,  Captain  Smith 

presided  over  the  Titanic's  last  supper  in  the  ship's 

grand dining room. The menu was fit for a king, with a 

choice  of  several  courses,  including  turtle  soup,  filet 

mignon, and roast lamb.

Captain Smith was in a jovial mood, and he regaled his 

fellow diners with stories of his adventures at sea. He 

also spoke of his confidence in the Titanic,  which he 

believed to be unsinkable.

Little did Captain Smith know that this would be his 

last meal. In a few short hours, the Titanic would strike 
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an  iceberg  and  sink,  taking  Captain  Smith  and  over 

1,500 other people to their deaths.

The Titanic's last supper was a microcosm of the ship 

itself. It was a grand and opulent affair, but it was also 

a symbol of the hubris that led to the ship's sinking.

Captain Smith and his fellow diners were so confident 

in  the  Titanic's  unsinkability  that  they  ignored  the 

warnings of other ships about the presence of icebergs 

in the area. This overconfidence led to the disaster that 

claimed the lives of so many people.

The Titanic's  last  supper is a reminder that even the 

most experienced and well-prepared people can make 

mistakes. It is also a reminder that we should never be 

too confident in our own abilities.

13



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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