
Outrageous Fortune

Introduction

The United States of America is a nation founded on 

ideals  of  liberty,  equality,  and  opportunity.  For  over 

two  centuries,  people  from  all  over  the  world  have 

flocked to our shores in search of a better life. And for 

the most part, they have found it.

But in recent years, the American Dream has seemed to 

slip out of reach for many. The gap between rich and 

poor is  growing wider,  the middle class is  shrinking, 

and our political system is gridlocked. Many Americans 

feel like they are working harder than ever before, but 

they are not getting ahead.

This book is about the challenges facing America today. 

It  is  about  the  economic,  social,  and  environmental 
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problems that we must confront if we want to build a 

better future for our country.

I do not have all the answers, but I believe that we can 

overcome  these  challenges  if  we  work  together.  We 

need to have honest conversations about the problems 

we face, and we need to be willing to compromise to 

find solutions.

I hope this book will spark a dialogue about the future 

of America. I hope it will inspire you to get involved in 

your community and to make a difference.

The  future  of  America  is  in  our  hands.  Let's  work 

together to build a better tomorrow.
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Book Description

Outrageous  Fortune is  a  thought-provoking 

exploration  of  the  challenges  facing  America  today. 

From  the  rising  cost  of  healthcare  to  the  threat  of 

climate change, Pasquale De Marco tackles the tough 

issues with honesty and clarity.

But this book is not just about problems. It is also about 

solutions. Pasquale De Marco offers practical ideas for 

how  we  can  overcome  these  challenges  and  build  a 

better future for our country.

Whether you are a concerned citizen, a policymaker, or 

simply someone who wants to understand the issues 

facing America, this book is a must-read.

In Outrageous Fortune, you will learn about:

 The economic challenges facing America, such as 

the rising cost  of  healthcare and the shrinking 

middle class.
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 The social challenges facing America, such as the 

opioid epidemic and the increasing polarization 

of our society.

 The  environmental  challenges  facing  America, 

such as climate change and pollution.

 The political challenges facing America, such as 

the gridlock in Congress and the rise of populism.

Pasquale De Marco does not shy away from the tough 

issues.  He  tackles  them  head-on,  offering  honest 

assessments and practical solutions.

This book is a call to action. It is a call for all Americans 

to  come  together  and  build  a  better  future  for  our 

country.
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Chapter 1: The Power of Politics

The Role of Political Parties

Political  parties  play  a  vital  role  in  the  American 

political  system.  They  help  to  organize  and  mobilize 

voters,  develop  and  promote  policies,  and  elect 

candidates to office.

There  are  two  major  political  parties  in  the  United 

States: the Democratic Party and the Republican Party. 

Each party has its platform, which outlines its positions 

on various issues.  Voters can choose to affiliate with 

one of the two major parties or with a minor party.

Political parties play an important role in the electoral 

process. They help to recruit and train candidates, raise 

money, and get out the vote. They also provide support 

to their elected officials once they are in office.

Political  parties  also  play  a  role  in  the  policymaking 

process. They help to develop and promote policies that 
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reflect the views of their members. They also work to 

influence the decisions of elected officials.

Political parties are an essential part of the American 

political system. They help to ensure that the voices of 

voters are heard and that the government is responsive 

to the needs of the people.
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Chapter 1: The Power of Politics

The Importance of Political Campaigns

Political  campaigns  are  essential  to  the  democratic 

process.  They  allow  candidates  to  present  their 

platforms to the public and to debate the issues of the 

day.  They  also  give  voters  the  opportunity  to  learn 

about the candidates and their policies,  and to make 

informed decisions about who to vote for.

In the United States, political campaigns are typically 

very competitive. Candidates spend millions of dollars 

on advertising, travel the country giving speeches, and 

participate  in  debates.  They  also  rely  heavily  on 

volunteers to help them get out the vote.

The high cost  of  political  campaigns has led some to 

question whether they are really necessary. However, 

there  is  no  doubt  that  campaigns  play  an important 

role in the democratic process. They allow candidates 

to  present  their  views  to  the  public,  and  they  give 
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voters  the opportunity  to  learn about  the candidates 

and their policies.

Campaigns  also  play  an  important  role  in  holding 

elected officials accountable to the public. If a politician 

does not keep his or her campaign promises, voters can 

vote them out of office in the next election. This helps 

to ensure that politicians are responsive to the needs of 

their constituents.

Of  course,  political  campaigns  can  also  be  negative. 

Candidates  often  attack  each  other's  character  and 

policies, and they sometimes make false or misleading 

statements. This can make it difficult for voters to make 

informed decisions about who to vote for.

Despite  the  negatives,  political  campaigns  are  an 

essential  part  of  the  democratic  process.  They  allow 

candidates to present their platforms to the public, they 

give  voters  the  opportunity  to  learn  about  the 

candidates  and  their  policies,  and  they  help  to  hold 

elected officials accountable to the public.
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Chapter 1: The Power of Politics

The Impact of Lobbying

Lobbying is a form of advocacy in which individuals or 

groups  attempt  to  influence  the  decisions  of 

government officials. Lobbyists may represent a variety 

of  interests,  including  businesses,  unions,  non-profit 

organizations, and individuals.

Lobbying is a legal activity in the United States, and it is 

protected by the First Amendment right to petition the 

government.  However,  lobbying  can  also  be 

controversial,  as  it  can  give  special  interests  undue 

influence over the political process.

There  are  a  number  of  ways  that  lobbyists  can 

influence  government  officials.  They  may  provide 

information  to  policymakers,  offer  campaign 

contributions,  or  organize  grassroots  support  for  or 

against  particular  policies.  Lobbyists  may  also  work 

behind  the  scenes  to  build  relationships  with 

9



government  officials  and  to  develop  personal 

connections.

The  impact  of  lobbying  on  the  political  process  is 

complex and multifaceted. On the one hand, lobbying 

can  help  to  ensure  that  the  voices  of  all  interested 

parties are heard by policymakers. On the other hand, 

lobbying can also lead to corruption and to the undue 

influence of special interests.

In  recent  years,  there  has  been  a  growing  concern 

about the influence of money in politics and the role of 

lobbyists in the political process. A number of reforms 

have  been  proposed  to  address  these  concerns, 

including  campaign  finance  reform  and  stricter 

lobbying regulations.

It is important to note that lobbying is not inherently 

good or bad.  The impact  of  lobbying on the political 

process depends on a number of factors, including the 

transparency of the lobbying process, the ethics of the 
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lobbyists  involved,  and  the  responsiveness  of 

government officials to the concerns of the public.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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