
Redefining  Production:  Towards  a 

Sustainable Future

Introduction

The world is facing an unprecedented environmental 

crisis,  driven  by  unsustainable  production  and 

consumption  patterns.  The  consequences  are  dire: 

climate  change,  biodiversity  loss,  pollution,  and 

resource depletion. As we approach a tipping point, it is 

imperative  that  we  rethink  our  relationship  with 

nature  and  adopt  a  more  sustainable  approach  to 

production.

In this timely and thought-provoking book, Pasquale De 

Marco  presents  a  comprehensive  analysis  of  the 

environmental  crisis  and  offers  a  roadmap  for  a 

sustainable  future.  Drawing  on  a  diverse  range  of 

disciplines,  including  economics,  ecology,  and 
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sociology, Pasquale De Marco argues that the current 

economic system is fundamentally flawed and that we 

need  a  new  paradigm  that  prioritizes  sustainability 

over profit.

The  book  begins  by  examining  the  roots  of  the 

environmental  crisis,  exposing  the  ways  in  which 

traditional  economic  models  have  led  to  the 

overexploitation  of  natural  resources  and  the 

degradation  of  the  environment.  Pasquale  De  Marco 

then explores the concept of production, arguing that it 

is a powerful force that can be harnessed for good or 

for ill. When production is guided by short-term profit 

motives,  it  can  lead  to  environmental  destruction. 

However, when production is guided by principles of 

sustainability, it can create a more just and equitable 

world for all.

The book also explores  the role  of  technology in the 

transition to sustainability. Pasquale De Marco argues 

that  technology  is  a  double-edged  sword,  capable  of 
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both  solving  and  exacerbating  environmental 

problems. The key is to use technology wisely, focusing 

on clean technologies and sustainable solutions.

In the final chapters, Pasquale De Marco outlines a path 

to  a  sustainable  future.  This  includes  empowering 

consumers  to  make  informed  choices,  promoting 

collaboration  between  businesses,  governments,  and 

civil  society,  and  implementing  policies  that  support 

sustainability. The book concludes with a call to action, 

urging readers to take individual and collective action 

to create a better future for all.
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Book Description

In  a  world  facing  an  unprecedented  environmental 

crisis, Pasquale De Marco presents a thought-provoking 

examination of the role of production in sustainability. 

Drawing  on  a  diverse  range  of  disciplines,  the  book 

exposes the flaws of traditional economic models and 

offers a roadmap for a more sustainable future.

Pasquale De Marco argues that the current economic 

system, driven by profit maximization and short-term 

thinking,  has  led  to  the  overexploitation  of  natural 

resources, the degradation of the environment, and a 

widening wealth gap. To address these challenges, we 

need  a  paradigm  shift  towards  a  more  sustainable 

approach to production.

The  book  explores  the  concept  of  production  as  a 

transformative force, capable of creating both positive 

and negative impacts on society and the environment. 

When  guided  by  principles  of  sustainability, 
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production can become an engine for positive change, 

creating  jobs,  improving  livelihoods,  and  reducing 

environmental impacts.

The book also examines the role of technology in the 

transition to sustainability. Pasquale De Marco argues 

that  technology  is  a  double-edged  sword,  capable  of 

both  solving  and  exacerbating  environmental 

problems. The key is to focus on clean technologies and 

sustainable  solutions,  while  addressing  the  potential 

negative  impacts  of  technology  on  society  and  the 

environment.

In  the  final  chapters,  the  book  outlines  a  path  to  a 

sustainable  future.  This  includes  empowering 

consumers  to  make  informed  choices,  promoting 

collaboration  between  businesses,  governments,  and 

civil  society,  and  implementing  policies  that  support 

sustainability. The book concludes with a call to action, 

urging readers to take individual and collective action 

to create a better future for all.
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Redefining  Production:  Towards  a  Sustainable 

Future is  a  timely  and  essential  read  for  anyone 

concerned about the future of our planet. It is a call to 

action for businesses, governments, and individuals to 

work together to create a more sustainable world. 
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Chapter 1: A Paradigm Shift

The Urgency of Environmental Sustainability

The world is facing an unprecedented environmental 

crisis. Climate change, biodiversity loss, pollution, and 

resource depletion are just a few of the challenges we 

face.  These challenges are interconnected and pose a 

serious threat to the health of our planet and the well-

being of its inhabitants.

The urgency of environmental sustainability cannot be 

overstated. We are rapidly approaching a point of no 

return, beyond which the damage to our planet will be 

irreversible. We need to act now to reduce our impact 

on  the  environment  and  create  a  more  sustainable 

future for ourselves and for generations to come.

One  of  the  most  important  things  we  can  do  is  to 

rethink our relationship with nature. For too long, we 

have  seen  nature  as  something  separate  from 

ourselves,  something  to  be  exploited  for  our  own 
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benefit. This view is fundamentally flawed. We are part 

of nature, and our well-being is inextricably linked to 

the health of the natural world.

We  need  to  adopt  a  more  holistic  approach  to 

sustainability,  one  that  takes  into  account  the 

interconnectedness  of  all  living  things.  This  means 

considering  the  environmental,  social,  and  economic 

impacts of our actions. It means making decisions that 

are  based  on  long-term  thinking,  rather  than  short-

term profit.

We  also  need  to  change  the  way  we  produce  and 

consume  goods  and  services.  Our  current  economic 

system is based on a model of infinite growth, which is 

simply not sustainable on a finite planet. We need to 

move towards a circular economy, where resources are 

reused and recycled, and where waste is minimized.

The transition to sustainability will not be easy. It will 

require changes in our lifestyles,  our economies,  and 

our political systems. But it is essential if we want to 
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create a future where all people can live in harmony 

with the planet.

The urgency of  environmental  sustainability  is  clear. 

We need to act now to create a more sustainable future 

for ourselves and for generations to come.
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Chapter 1: A Paradigm Shift

Rethinking Our Relationship with Nature

Nature is our life support system. It provides us with 

clean  air,  water,  food,  and  shelter.  It  regulates  the 

climate  and  provides  us  with  a  wealth  of  natural 

resources.  However,  human  activities  are  rapidly 

degrading  the  natural  world,  threatening  our  own 

survival.

The current environmental crisis is  a direct result  of 

our unsustainable relationship with nature.  We have 

come to view nature as a commodity to be exploited for 

our own benefit, rather than as a precious resource to 

be  cherished  and  protected.  This  mindset  has  led  to 

rampant deforestation, pollution, and climate change.

If  we are  to  create  a  sustainable  future,  we need to 

fundamentally  rethink  our  relationship  with  nature. 

We need to move away from the idea of domination 

and control and instead adopt a more respectful and 
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harmonious  approach.  This  means  recognizing  the 

intrinsic  value  of  nature  and understanding  that  we 

are part of nature, not separate from it.

One way to reconnect with nature is to spend time in 

natural  settings.  When  we  immerse  ourselves  in 

nature,  we  can  experience  its  beauty  and  power 

firsthand.  We  can  also  learn  about  the 

interconnectedness  of  all  living  things  and  the 

importance of protecting the environment.

Another way to rethink our relationship with nature is 

to learn from indigenous cultures. Indigenous peoples 

have a deep understanding of the natural world and 

have developed sustainable ways of living in harmony 

with it. We can learn a great deal from their wisdom 

and incorporate their practices into our own lives.

Rethinking our relationship with nature is essential for 

creating  a  sustainable  future.  By  connecting  with 

nature,  learning  from  indigenous  cultures,  and 

adopting  more  sustainable  lifestyles,  we  can  help  to 
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heal  the  planet  and  ensure  a  brighter  future  for 

generations to come.
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Chapter 1: A Paradigm Shift

Embracing a Holistic Approach

The environmental crisis we face today is a complex 

and  multifaceted  issue  that  cannot  be  solved  by 

addressing  individual  symptoms  in  isolation.  It 

requires  a  comprehensive and holistic  approach that 

takes into account the interconnectedness of all living 

things and the interdependence of human society and 

the natural world.

A holistic approach to sustainability recognizes that the 

environment,  the  economy,  and  society  are 

inextricably linked. We cannot have a healthy economy 

without a healthy environment, and we cannot have a 

just  and  equitable  society  without  a  sustainable 

economy.  This  means  that  we  need  to  consider  the 

environmental  and  social  impacts  of  our  economic 

activities and make decisions that prioritize the well-

being of both people and the planet.
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One key aspect of a holistic approach is recognizing the 

value of nature. Nature provides us with a multitude of 

essential services, such as clean air, water, and food. It 

also supports a rich diversity of plant and animal life, 

which is vital for the functioning of ecosystems and the 

resilience of the planet. However, we have been taking 

these  services  for  granted  and  exploiting  nature's 

resources at an unsustainable rate.

To create a sustainable future, we need to adopt a more 

respectful  and  harmonious  relationship  with  nature. 

This  means  valuing  the  intrinsic  worth  of  all  living 

things and recognizing that we are part of a larger web 

of  life.  It  also  means  reducing  our  consumption  of 

natural  resources,  transitioning  to  renewable  energy 

sources, and protecting and restoring ecosystems.

A  holistic  approach  also  requires  us  to  consider  the 

social and economic dimensions of sustainability. We 

need  to  create  economic  systems  that  are  just  and 

equitable,  and  that  provide  everyone  with  the 
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opportunity to live a good life within the limits of the 

planet. This means addressing issues such as poverty, 

inequality, and overconsumption.

By  embracing  a  holistic  approach,  we  can  create  a 

sustainable future where the needs of both people and 

the  planet  are  met.  This  will  require  a  fundamental 

shift in our values and priorities, but it is essential if we 

want to ensure a livable future for generations to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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