
The Shackled Ties of Allies: A Historical 

Overview of US-Pakistan Relations

Introduction

The United States and Pakistan have shared a complex 

and ever-evolving relationship since the establishment 

of  diplomatic  ties  in  the  aftermath of  World  War II. 

This  book  delves  into  the  intricate  history  of  this 

relationship, exploring the key events, challenges, and 

opportunities that have shaped its trajectory. From the 

early years of cooperation during the Cold War to the 

post-9/11 era and beyond, this comprehensive analysis 

sheds  light  on  the  factors  that  have  influenced  the 

dynamics between these two nations.

The book begins by examining the formative years of 

the  US-Pakistan  alliance,  highlighting  the  shared 

interests and objectives that brought the two countries 
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together. It then explores the impact of the Cold War on 

this relationship, examining the role of Pakistan as a 

strategic ally in the region and the challenges posed by 

the Soviet Union. The subsequent chapters delve into 

the post-Cold War era,  analyzing the changing global 

order and its implications for US-Pakistan relations.

Particular attention is paid to the challenges that have 

arisen  in  recent  decades,  including  the  drone 

controversy,  cross-border  terrorism,  and  the  shifting 

priorities of the Obama administration. The book also 

highlights the efforts made to counter shared threats, 

such  as  terrorism  and  narcotics  trafficking,  and  the 

importance  of  economic  and  trade  cooperation 

between the two countries. It further explores the role 

of  cultural  and  educational  ties  in  fostering  mutual 

understanding and respect.

Moving  forward,  the  book  examines  the  evolving 

security landscape in the region, considering the rise of 

China, the changing role of regional players,  and the 
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impact  of  the  Afghan peace  process.  It  concludes  by 

offering  insights  into  the  future  of  US-Pakistan 

relations,  emphasizing  the  need  for  strategic 

communication, trust-building, and a shared vision for 

the future.

Throughout  the  book,  readers  will  gain  a  deeper 

understanding  of  the  complexities  of  US-Pakistan 

relations, the factors that have shaped their trajectory, 

and the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. It 

is a valuable resource for scholars, policymakers, and 

anyone  interested  in  the  history  and  future  of  this 

important relationship.
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Book Description

This comprehensive book offers a sweeping historical 

overview  of  the  complex  relationship  between  the 

United States and Pakistan,  exploring the key events, 

challenges,  and opportunities  that  have  shaped their 

alliance since its inception.

Beginning with the early years of cooperation during 

the Cold War, the book delves into the intricate factors 

that  brought  these  two  nations  together,  examining 

their shared interests and objectives. It then analyzes 

the  impact  of  the  post-Cold  War  era  on  this 

relationship, considering the changing global order and 

its implications for US-Pakistan ties.

Particular attention is paid to the challenges that have 

arisen  in  recent  decades,  including  the  drone 

controversy,  cross-border  terrorism,  and  the  shifting 

priorities of the Obama administration. The book also 

highlights the efforts made to counter shared threats, 
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such  as  terrorism  and  narcotics  trafficking,  and  the 

importance  of  economic  and  trade  cooperation 

between the two countries. It further explores the role 

of  cultural  and  educational  ties  in  fostering  mutual 

understanding and respect.

Moving  forward,  the  book  examines  the  evolving 

security landscape in the region, considering the rise of 

China, the changing role of regional players,  and the 

impact  of  the  Afghan peace  process.  It  concludes  by 

offering  insights  into  the  future  of  US-Pakistan 

relations,  emphasizing  the  need  for  strategic 

communication, trust-building, and a shared vision for 

the future.

With  its  in-depth  analysis  and  comprehensive 

coverage,  this  book provides  a  valuable  resource for 

scholars,  policymakers,  and anyone interested in  the 

history  and  future  of  this  important  relationship.  It 

sheds light on the complexities of US-Pakistan relations, 
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the factors that have shaped their trajectory, and the 

challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.
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Chapter 1: The Early Years of Alliance

1. The Dawn of Diplomatic Ties

In  the  aftermath  of  World  War  II,  the  United  States 

emerged as a global superpower, while Pakistan gained 

independence  from  British  rule  in  1947.  The 

establishment  of  diplomatic  ties  between  these  two 

nations  marked  the  beginning  of  a  complex  and 

evolving relationship.

Initially,  the  United  States  viewed  Pakistan  as  a 

potential ally in the Cold War against the Soviet Union. 

Pakistan's strategic location bordering the Soviet Union 

and its large military made it a valuable partner in the 

fight against communism. On the other hand, Pakistan 

sought  economic  and  military  assistance  from  the 

United  States  to  support  its  development  and 

strengthen its defenses.

The  early  years  of  US-Pakistan  relations  were 

characterized by cooperation and mutual benefit. The 
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United  States  provided  Pakistan  with  economic  aid, 

military  equipment,  and  training,  while  Pakistan 

allowed  the  United  States  to  use  its  territory  for 

intelligence  gathering  and  military  operations.  This 

cooperation was further strengthened by the signing of 

a Mutual Defense Assistance Agreement in 1954, which 

formalized the alliance between the two countries.

However, even in these early years, there were signs of 

strain in the relationship. Pakistan's close ties to China, 

a  communist  state,  raised  concerns  in  Washington. 

Additionally,  Pakistan's  desire  for  self-determination 

and  its  pursuit  of  an  independent  foreign  policy 

sometimes clashed with US interests.

Despite  these  challenges,  the  US-Pakistan  alliance 

remained  strong  during  the  1950s  and  1960s.  Both 

countries  recognized  the  importance  of  their 

partnership in the global struggle against communism. 

However, as the Cold War progressed, the relationship 

would face new and even greater challenges.
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Chapter 1: The Early Years of Alliance

2. Building Bridges of Cooperation

Pakistan and the United States established diplomatic 

relations  in  1947,  shortly  after  Pakistan  gained 

independence  from  British  rule.  The  relationship 

between the two countries was initially characterized 

by cooperation and mutual support. The United States 

provided economic and military assistance to Pakistan, 

while Pakistan supported the United States in its Cold 

War efforts.

One of the key areas of cooperation between the United 

States  and  Pakistan  was  economic  development.  The 

United States provided Pakistan with loans and grants 

to  help  it  rebuild  its  infrastructure  and  develop  its 

economy.  The  United  States  also  helped  Pakistan  to 

establish  a  number  of  educational  institutions, 

including  the  University  of  Peshawar  and  the 

University of Karachi.
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Another  important  area  of  cooperation  was  military 

assistance.  The  United  States  provided  Pakistan  with 

military equipment and training, and the two countries 

conducted  joint  military  exercises.  Pakistan  played a 

key  role  in  the  United  States'  efforts  to  contain  the 

Soviet  Union  during  the  Cold  War,  providing 

intelligence and logistical support to the United States 

and its allies.

The  relationship  between  the  United  States  and 

Pakistan  was  not  without  its  challenges.  One  of  the 

major challenges was the issue of Kashmir. Both India 

and Pakistan claimed Kashmir as their territory,  and 

the two countries fought a number of  wars over the 

region. The United States tried to mediate the conflict, 

but it was unsuccessful.

Another challenge in the US-Pakistan relationship was 

the  issue  of  nuclear  proliferation.  Pakistan  began 

developing  nuclear  weapons  in  the  1960s,  and  the 

United States was concerned that Pakistan might use 
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these weapons against India. The United States tried to 

pressure Pakistan to stop developing nuclear weapons, 

but Pakistan refused.

Despite these challenges, the United States and Pakistan 

maintained a strong relationship during the early years 

of their alliance. The two countries cooperated closely 

on a number of issues, and they supported each other 

in  their  respective  efforts  to  achieve  their  foreign 

policy goals.
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Chapter 1: The Early Years of Alliance

3. The Cold War Context

The  global  political  landscape  of  the  Cold  War  era 

significantly  influenced  the  trajectory  of  US-Pakistan 

relations.  The  United  States,  as  the  leader  of  the 

Western  bloc,  sought  to  contain  the  spread  of 

communism, while Pakistan, situated on the front lines 

of the ideological battle, became a crucial ally in this 

endeavor.

Pakistan's  strategic  location,  bordering  the  Soviet 

Union and China, made it a vital partner for the United 

States  in its  efforts  to  counter the communist  threat. 

The Eisenhower administration, recognizing Pakistan's 

importance,  provided  substantial  military  and 

economic  assistance  to  bolster  the  country's  defense 

capabilities.  This assistance included the provision of 

military equipment, training, and financial aid, which 
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helped  modernize  Pakistan's  armed  forces  and 

strengthen its ability to resist communist expansion.

The  Cold  War  context  also  shaped  the  diplomatic 

relationship  between  the  two  countries.  Pakistan's 

support for the United States in international forums, 

such as the United Nations, was highly valued by the 

American  government.  In  return,  the  United  States 

advocated for Pakistan's interests on the global stage, 

particularly in its disputes with neighboring India.

However,  the  Cold  War  alliance  between  the  United 

States and Pakistan was not without its challenges. The 

two  countries  often  had  differing  perspectives  on 

regional  issues,  and  Pakistan's  pursuit  of  its  own 

national  interests  sometimes  clashed  with  American 

foreign  policy  objectives.  Additionally,  the  United 

States'  support  for  Pakistan's  military  regime,  which 

was  accused of  human rights  abuses,  drew criticism 

from some quarters.
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Despite  these  challenges,  the  Cold  War  era  laid  the 

foundation  for  a  complex  and  enduring  relationship 

between  the  United  States  and  Pakistan.  The  shared 

goal  of  containing  communism  brought  the  two 

countries together, and the assistance provided by the 

United States helped to strengthen Pakistan's military 

and  economic  capabilities.  However,  the  differing 

perspectives on regional issues and the human rights 

concerns  associated  with  Pakistan's  military  regime 

also  sowed  the  seeds  of  future  tensions  in  the 

relationship.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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