
100 English Verb Tenses

Introduction

English verbs are notoriously difficult to master, with 

their  complex  tenses  and  irregular  forms.  This  book 

aims  to  demystify  English  verb  tenses,  providing  a 

comprehensive guide to their usage and application.

Written in a clear and concise style, this book is perfect 

for  students,  teachers,  and  anyone  who  wants  to 

improve  their  English  grammar.  It  covers  all  the 

essential  aspects  of  verb  tenses,  from  the  basics  to 

more advanced concepts.

In the first chapter, we will explore the basics of verb 

tenses, including the three main types of tenses (simple, 

continuous, and perfect) and how to use them correctly 

in sentences. We will also discuss regular and irregular 

verbs, and how to identify them.
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The following chapters will focus on each of the twelve 

main  verb  tenses  in  English,  providing  detailed 

explanations of their formation and usage. We will also 

cover  the  conditional  tenses,  modal  verbs,  and  the 

passive voice.

By  the  end  of  this  book,  you  will  have  a  thorough 

understanding of English verb tenses and how to use 

them effectively in your writing and speaking.

This  book  is  an  essential  resource  for  anyone  who 

wants  to  improve  their  English  grammar  skills.  It  is 

also a valuable reference for students and teachers of 

English.
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Book Description

English verbs are notoriously difficult to master, with 

their  complex  tenses  and  irregular  forms.  This  book 

aims  to  demystify  English  verb  tenses,  providing  a 

comprehensive guide to their usage and application.

Written in a clear and concise style, this book is perfect 

for  students,  teachers,  and  anyone  who  wants  to 

improve  their  English  grammar.  It  covers  all  the 

essential  aspects  of  verb  tenses,  from  the  basics  to 

more advanced concepts.

In the first chapter, we will explore the basics of verb 

tenses, including the three main types of tenses (simple, 

continuous, and perfect) and how to use them correctly 

in sentences. We will also discuss regular and irregular 

verbs, and how to identify them.

The following chapters will focus on each of the twelve 

main  verb  tenses  in  English,  providing  detailed 

explanations of their formation and usage. We will also 
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cover  the  conditional  tenses,  modal  verbs,  and  the 

passive voice.

By  the  end  of  this  book,  you  will  have  a  thorough 

understanding of English verb tenses and how to use 

them effectively in your writing and speaking.

This  book  is  an  essential  resource  for  anyone  who 

wants  to  improve  their  English  grammar  skills.  It  is 

also a valuable reference for students and teachers of 

English.

Key Features:

 Clear  and  concise  explanations  of  all  the 

essential aspects of English verb tenses

 Detailed  coverage  of  each  of  the  twelve  main 

verb tenses

 Examples  and  exercises  to  help  you  practice 

using verb tenses correctly

 A comprehensive index for easy reference
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Whether  you  are  a  student,  a  teacher,  or  simply 

someone  who  wants  to  improve  their  English 

grammar, this book is the perfect resource for you.
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Chapter 1: The Basics of Verb Tenses

1. What is a verb tense

A verb tense is a grammatical category that indicates 

the time of an action or event.  It  shows whether the 

action is happening now, happened in the past, or will 

happen in the future.

There are three main verb tenses in English: the simple 

tense, the continuous tense, and the perfect tense. Each 

of these tenses has four aspects: the simple aspect, the 

continuous aspect,  the perfect aspect,  and the perfect 

continuous aspect. This gives us a total of twelve main 

verb tenses in English.

The simple tense is used to describe actions or events 

that happen at a specific time or over a specific period 

of time. For example, "I walked to the store" describes 

an action that happened at a specific time in the past, 

while  "I  walk  to  the  store  every  day"  describes  an 
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action that happens over a specific period of time in the 

present.

The  continuous  tense  is  used  to  describe  actions  or 

events that are happening now or that are in progress. 

For example, "I am walking to the store" describes an 

action that is happening now, while "I was walking to 

the store" describes an action that was in progress in 

the past.

The perfect tense is used to describe actions or events 

that  have  already  happened.  For  example,  "I  have 

walked  to  the  store"  describes  an  action  that  has 

already happened in the present, while "I had walked 

to  the  store"  describes  an  action  that  had  already 

happened in the past.

The perfect continuous tense is used to describe actions 

or events that have been happening over a period of 

time and that are still in progress. For example, "I have 

been walking to the store" describes an action that has 

been happening over a period of time in the present 
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and is still in progress, while "I had been walking to the 

store"  describes  an  action  that  had  been  happening 

over  a  period  of  time  in  the  past  and  was  still  in 

progress at a specific point in the past.

Verb tenses are an essential part of English grammar. 

They allow us to express the time of actions or events, 

and  they  help  us  to  understand  the  relationships 

between different events.
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Chapter 1: The Basics of Verb Tenses

2. The three main verb tenses

The three main verb tenses in English are the present 

tense, the past tense, and the future tense. Each tense is 

used  to  describe  actions  or  events  that  occur  at 

different times.

The present tense is used to describe actions or events 

that  are  happening  now.  For  example,  "I  am  eating 

breakfast" or "The sun is shining."

The past tense is used to describe actions or events that 

happened in the past. For example, "I ate breakfast" or 

"The sun shone."

The future tense is used to describe actions or events 

that will happen in the future. For example, "I will eat 

breakfast" or "The sun will shine."

In addition to the three main verb tenses, there are also 

several other verb tenses that can be used to describe 
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actions or events that occur at different times.  These 

other verb tenses include the present perfect tense, the 

past perfect tense, and the future perfect tense.

The present perfect tense is used to describe actions or 

events  that  started in the past  and continue into the 

present. For example, "I have been eating breakfast" or 

"The sun has been shining."

The past  perfect  tense is  used to  describe actions  or 

events that happened before another action or event in 

the past. For example, "I had eaten breakfast before the 

sun  rose"  or  "The  sun  had  been  shining  for  hours 

before I woke up."

The future perfect tense is used to describe actions or 

events that will happen before another action or event 

in the future. For example, "I will have eaten breakfast 

before  the  sun  rises"  or  "The  sun  will  have  been 

shining for hours before I wake up."
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The three main verb tenses are the present tense, the 

past tense, and the future tense. These tenses are used 

to  describe  actions  or  events  that  occur  at  different 

times. In addition to the three main verb tenses, there 

are also several other verb tenses that can be used to 

describe actions or events that occur at different times.
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Chapter 1: The Basics of Verb Tenses

3. Simple, continuous, and perfect tenses

The three main types of verb tenses in English are the 

simple,  continuous,  and perfect  tenses.  Each of  these 

tenses has its own unique form and usage.

The  simple  tense  is  used  to  describe  actions  that 

happen  at  a  specific  point  in  time.  For  example,  "I 

walked to the store yesterday." The continuous tense is 

used  to  describe  actions  that  are  happening  over  a 

period of time. For example, "I am walking to the store 

now." The perfect tense is used to describe actions that 

have already happened. For example, "I have walked to 

the store."

The simple tense is formed by using the base form of 

the verb. The continuous tense is formed by using the 

present  participle  of  the  verb  (which  is  formed  by 

adding -ing to the base form of the verb). The perfect 

tense is formed by using the past participle of the verb 
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(which is formed by adding -ed to the base form of the 

verb).

Here is a table summarizing the three main types of 

verb tenses:

Tense Form Usage

Simple Base form of the 

verb

Actions that 

happen at a 

specific point in 

time

Continuous Present 

participle of the 

verb (-ing)

Actions that are 

happening over 

a period of time

Perfect Past participle 

of the verb (-ed)

Actions that 

have already 

happened

The simple, continuous, and perfect tenses can be used 

in all three time frames (present, past, and future). For 

example, the simple present tense is used to describe 
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actions that happen in the present time, the simple past 

tense is used to describe actions that happened in the 

past  time,  and  the  simple  future  tense  is  used  to 

describe actions that will happen in the future time.

The continuous tense can also be used in all three time 

frames.  The  present  continuous  tense  is  used  to 

describe  actions  that  are  happening  now,  the  past 

continuous tense is used to describe actions that were 

happening at a specific point in the past, and the future 

continuous tense is used to describe actions that will be 

happening at a specific point in the future.

The perfect  tense  can also  be  used in  all  three  time 

frames.  The present perfect tense is used to describe 

actions  that  have  happened  before  now,  the  past 

perfect  tense  is  used  to  describe  actions  that  had 

happened before a specific point in the past,  and the 

future perfect tense is used to describe actions that will 

have happened before a specific point in the future.
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The simple, continuous, and perfect tenses are essential 

for communicating in English. By understanding how 

to  use  these  tenses  correctly,  you  can  improve  your 

grammar and make your writing and speaking more 

clear and concise.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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