
Not Only On Tuesdays

Introduction

Have you ever found yourself singing along to a song, 

only to realize that  the lyrics  you thought you knew 

were  completely  wrong?  If  so,  you're  not  alone. 

Misheard lyrics are a common phenomenon, and they 

can be a source of both amusement and frustration.

In  this  book,  we'll  explore  the  fascinating  world  of 

misheard lyrics.  We'll  look at  the  psychology behind 

why we mishear lyrics, the impact of misheard lyrics 

on popular culture, and the role of misheard lyrics in 

the creative process. We'll also examine the legal and 

ethical  issues  surrounding misheard lyrics,  and we'll 

consider  the  future  of  misheard  lyrics  in  a  digital 

world.
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Whether  you're  a  musician,  a  language  learner,  or 

simply  someone  who  loves  music,  this  book  has 

something for you. So sit back, relax, and prepare to be 

amazed  by  the  strange  and  wonderful  world  of 

misheard lyrics.

One  of  the  most  interesting  things  about  misheard 

lyrics is that they can often be just as meaningful as the 

original lyrics. In some cases, misheard lyrics can even 

be more meaningful than the original lyrics, providing 

a  new  and  unique  interpretation  of  the  song.  For 

example, the Beatles song "Eleanor Rigby" contains the 

line  "Look  at  him working,  darning  his  socks  in  the 

night."  However,  many  people  mishear  this  line  as 

"Look at  him working,  dying his  socks  in  the night." 

This  misheard  lyric  creates  a  completely  different 

image in the listener's mind, and it can lead to a new 

understanding of the song.

Misheard lyrics can also be a source of humor. When 

we mishear a lyric, it can often be funny, especially if 
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the  misheard  lyric  is  particularly  nonsensical  or 

absurd.  For  example,  the  Nirvana  song  "Smells  Like 

Teen Spirit" contains the line "Load up on guns, bring 

your friends." However, many people mishear this line 

as "Load up on guns, bring your friends, it's fun to lose 

and to pretend." This misheard lyric is not only funny, 

but it also changes the meaning of the song completely.

Finally, misheard lyrics can be a source of inspiration. 

When we mishear a lyric, it can sometimes spark a new 

idea or creative thought. For example, the Radiohead 

song "Paranoid Android" contains the line "When I am 

king, you will be first against the wall." However, many 

people mishear this line as "When I am king, you will 

be first against the wall, with your head cut off." This 

misheard lyric is not only striking, but it also inspired a 

popular internet meme.
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Book Description

In  a  world  where  music  is  a  universal  language, 

misheard  lyrics  are  a  common  and  often  amusing 

phenomenon.  This  book  delves  into  the  fascinating 

realm of misheard lyrics, exploring their psychological, 

cultural, and linguistic underpinnings.

From  hilarious  misinterpretations  to  profound  new 

meanings,  misheard  lyrics  have  a  unique  ability  to 

capture our attention and spark our imagination. We'll 

uncover  the  science  behind  why  we  mishear  lyrics, 

examining  the  role  of  our  brains  and  our  cultural 

context in shaping our perception of music.

Whether  you're  a  musician,  a  language  learner,  or 

simply  someone who loves  music,  this  book offers  a 

captivating  journey  through  the  world  of  misheard 

lyrics.  Discover  the  stories  behind  some of  the  most 

iconic misheard lyrics, and gain a new appreciation for 

the creative potential of misinterpretation.
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With humor and insight, this book explores the impact 

of misheard lyrics on popular culture, from their role 

in  generating  viral  memes  to  their  influence  on  the 

creative  process  of  musicians  and  artists.  We'll  also 

delve  into  the  legal  and  ethical  considerations 

surrounding  misheard  lyrics,  examining  the 

complexities of copyright and fair use.

As we navigate the ever-changing landscape of music 

consumption  in  the  digital  age,  we'll  consider  the 

future of misheard lyrics.  How will  new technologies 

and platforms impact the way we experience and share 

misheard  lyrics?  And  how  can  we  ensure  that  the 

unique  charm  and  creativity  of  misheard  lyrics 

continue to thrive in the years to come?

Join  us  on  a  journey  through  the  strange  and 

wonderful  world  of  misheard lyrics,  where  laughter, 

creativity, and the power of music intertwine to create 

an unforgettable experience.
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Chapter 1: Not Only On Tuesdays

Finding Misheard Lyrics in Unlikely Places

Have you ever found yourself singing along to a song, 

only to realize that  the lyrics  you thought you knew 

were  completely  wrong?  If  so,  you're  not  alone. 

Misheard lyrics are a common phenomenon, and they 

can be found in all sorts of unexpected places.

One place where misheard lyrics are often found is in 

popular culture. For example, the song "We Will Rock 

You" by Queen contains the line "Buddy, you're a boy, 

make a big noise." However, many people mishear this 

line as "Buddy, you're a boy, make a big noise, playing 

in  the  street  gonna  be  a  big  man  someday."  This 

misheard lyric has been used in countless movies, TV 

shows, and commercials.

Another place where misheard lyrics are often found is 

in literature.  For example,  the poem "The Raven" by 

Edgar  Allan  Poe  contains  the  line  "Quoth  the  raven, 
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'Nevermore.'" However, many people mishear this line 

as "Quote the raven, 'Nevermore.'" This misheard lyric 

has been referenced in numerous works of literature, 

including  James  Joyce's  Ulysses  and  T.S.  Eliot's  The 

Waste Land.

Misheard  lyrics  can  also  be  found  in  everyday 

conversation. For example, the phrase "It's raining cats 

and dogs"  is  often misheard as  "It's  raining cats  and 

dogs, hallelujah." This misheard lyric is often used to 

express surprise or disbelief.

No matter where you find them, misheard lyrics can be 

a  source  of  amusement,  inspiration,  and  even 

misunderstanding.  They can also  be a  reminder that 

language is a fluid and ever-changing thing.
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Chapter 1: Not Only On Tuesdays

A History of Misheard Lyrics

The history of misheard lyrics is a long and storied one. 

Misheard lyrics have been around for as long as there 

have  been  songs,  and  they  have  been  a  source  of 

amusement,  inspiration,  and  misunderstanding  for 

centuries.

One of the earliest examples of a misheard lyric can be 

found in the Bible. In the Book of Psalms, there is a line 

that  reads  "He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green 

pastures." However, many people mishear this line as 

"He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  great  pastures."  This 

misheard lyric has been used to justify everything from 

gluttony to imperialism.

Another  early  example  of  a  misheard  lyric  can  be 

found in the works of William Shakespeare. In his play 

Hamlet, there is a line that reads "To be or not to be, 

that is the question." However, many people mishear 
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this  line as "To be or not to be,  that is  the question, 

mark my words." This misheard lyric has been used to 

justify everything from existentialism to nihilism.

In more recent times, misheard lyrics have become a 

common phenomenon in popular culture. For example, 

the song "We Will Rock You" by Queen contains the line 

"Buddy,  you're  a  boy,  make  a  big  noise."  However, 

many people mishear this line as "Buddy, you're a boy, 

make a big noise, playing in the street gonna be a big 

man someday." This misheard lyric has been used in 

countless movies, TV shows, and commercials.

Misheard  lyrics  can  also  be  found  in  everyday 

conversation. For example, the phrase "It's raining cats 

and dogs"  is  often misheard as  "It's  raining cats  and 

dogs, hallelujah." This misheard lyric is often used to 

express surprise or disbelief.

No matter where you find them, misheard lyrics can be 

a  source  of  amusement,  inspiration,  and  even 

9



misunderstanding.  They can also  be a  reminder that 

language is a fluid and ever-changing thing.
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Chapter 1: Not Only On Tuesdays

The Psychology Behind Misheard Lyrics

The psychology behind misheard lyrics  is  a  complex 

and fascinating one. There are a number of factors that 

can contribute to mishearing lyrics, including:

 Inattention: One of  the most  common reasons 

for mishearing lyrics is simply inattention. If you 

are not paying close attention to the lyrics, you 

are  more  likely  to  mishear  them.  This  is 

especially  true  if  the  lyrics  are  unfamiliar  or 

difficult to understand.

 Expectations: Our expectations can also play a 

role  in  mishearing lyrics.  If  we expect  to  hear 

certain words or phrases, we are more likely to 

mishear  the  lyrics  in  a  way  that  confirms our 

expectations.  This is  why people often mishear 

song lyrics that contain references to their own 

names or to things that are important to them.
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 Cognitive  biases: Cognitive  biases  are  mental 

shortcuts  that  can  lead  us  to  misinterpret 

information. For example, the confirmation bias 

leads  us  to  seek out  information that  confirms 

our existing beliefs, and the illusory truth effect 

leads  us  to  believe  information  that  we  have 

heard  repeatedly,  even  if  it  is  not  true.  These 

biases can both contribute to mishearing lyrics.

 Perceptual  illusions: Perceptual  illusions  are 

errors in perception that can lead us to see, hear, 

or feel things that are not actually there. These 

illusions can also contribute to mishearing lyrics. 

For example, the McGurk effect is an illusion that 

occurs when we hear a sound and see a mouth 

moving at the same time. The brain combines the 

two  inputs  and  creates  a  new  percept  that  is 

different from either of the original inputs. This 

can lead  us  to  mishear  lyrics,  especially  if  the 

mouth movements do not match the sounds that 

we are hearing.
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Misheard  lyrics  can  be  a  source  of  amusement, 

inspiration, and even misunderstanding. They can also 

be a reminder that our perception of the world is not 

always accurate.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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