
Windows CE and Its Implementation

Introduction

Windows CE, developed by Microsoft, is an embedded 

operating system designed for use in small,  resource-

constrained  devices  such  as  handheld  computers, 

smartphones, and industrial automation systems. It is a 

compact,  reliable,  and efficient operating system that 

provides  a  stable  platform  for  a  wide  range  of 

applications.

Windows CE is built on a modular architecture, which 

allows developers to easily add or remove components 

to meet the specific requirements of their devices. The 

core  components  of  Windows CE include the  kernel, 

the  file  system,  the  registry,  the  network  stack,  the 

graphics  system,  the  multimedia  system,  the  power 

management system, and the security system.
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Windows CE is a highly customizable operating system 

that  can  be  tailored  to  meet  the  specific  needs  of 

different devices. It supports a wide range of hardware 

platforms, including ARM, MIPS, and x86 processors. It 

also  supports  a  variety  of  input  and  output  devices, 

such as touch screens, keyboards, and mice.

Windows CE is a popular choice for embedded devices 

because of its small size, low power consumption, and 

high reliability. It is also relatively easy to develop for, 

thanks  to  the  availability  of  a  wide  range  of 

development tools and resources.

In this book, we will take a comprehensive look at the 

Windows  CE  operating  system.  We  will  discuss  the 

architecture of Windows CE, its core components, and 

its  features.  We will  also provide a detailed guide to 

developing applications for Windows CE.

Whether  you  are  a  developer  interested  in  learning 

more about Windows CE or an end-user who wants to 
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get the most out of your Windows CE device, this book 

is a valuable resource.
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Book Description

Windows  CE  and  Its  Implementation provides  a 

comprehensive overview of the Windows CE operating 

system, covering its architecture, core components, and 

features.  Written for  developers  and end-users  alike, 

this book is a valuable resource for anyone interested 

in learning more about Windows CE.

In this book, you will learn about:

 The history and evolution of Windows CE

 The  architecture  of  Windows  CE,  including  its 

modular design and core components

 The Windows CE kernel, including its structure, 

components, and features

 The  Windows  CE  file  system,  including  its 

architecture,  operations,  security,  and 

performance

 The Windows CE registry, including its structure, 

components, keys, values, and security

4



 The  Windows  CE  network  stack,  including  its 

architecture,  protocols,  security,  and 

performance

 The Windows CE graphics system, including its 

architecture,  operations,  acceleration,  and 

security

 The Windows CE multimedia system, including 

its  architecture,  formats,  playback,  recording, 

and security

 The  Windows  CE  power  management  system, 

including  its  architecture,  states,  policies,  and 

security

 The Windows CE security  system,  including its 

architecture, features, policies, and auditing

 Windows CE application development, including 

tools,  environments,  lifecycle,  deployment,  and 

security

Whether you are a developer interested in learning 

more about Windows CE or an end-user who wants 
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to get the most out of your Windows CE device, this 

book is a valuable resource. 
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Chapter 1: The Windows CE Platform

An Overview of Windows CE

Windows  CE  is  an  embedded  operating  system 

designed by Microsoft for use in handheld devices and 

other embedded systems with limited resources. It is a 

compact,  reliable,  and efficient operating system that 

provides  a  stable  platform  for  a  wide  range  of 

applications.

Windows CE is built on a modular architecture, which 

allows developers to easily add or remove components 

to meet the specific requirements of their devices. The 

core  components  of  Windows CE include the  kernel, 

the  file  system,  the  registry,  the  network  stack,  the 

graphics  system,  the  multimedia  system,  the  power 

management system, and the security system.

Windows CE is a highly customizable operating system 

that  can  be  tailored  to  meet  the  specific  needs  of 

different devices. It supports a wide range of hardware 
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platforms, including ARM, MIPS, and x86 processors. It 

also  supports  a  variety  of  input  and  output  devices, 

such as touch screens, keyboards, and mice.

Windows CE is a popular choice for embedded devices 

because of its small size, low power consumption, and 

high reliability. It is also relatively easy to develop for, 

thanks  to  the  availability  of  a  wide  range  of 

development tools and resources.

In this chapter, we will take a comprehensive look at 

the Windows CE operating system. We will discuss the 

architecture of Windows CE, its core components, and 

its  features.  We will  also provide a detailed guide to 

developing applications for Windows CE.

Whether  you  are  a  developer  interested  in  learning 

more about Windows CE or an end-user who wants to 

get  the  most  out  of  your  Windows  CE  device,  this 

chapter is a valuable resource.
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Chapter 1: The Windows CE Platform

Components of Windows CE

Windows  CE  is  a  modular  operating  system,  which 

means that it  is composed of a number of individual 

components that can be added or removed to meet the 

specific needs of a particular device. This modularity 

makes Windows CE very flexible and adaptable, and it 

is  one of the reasons why it  is  so popular for use in 

embedded devices.

The  core  components  of  Windows  CE  include  the 

kernel, the file system, the registry, the network stack, 

the graphics system, the multimedia system, the power 

management system, and the security system.

Kernel

The kernel  is  the core  of  the Windows CE operating 

system.  It  is  responsible  for  managing  the  hardware 

resources of the device, such as the processor, memory, 

and  storage.  The  kernel  also  provides  a  set  of  basic 
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services  to  applications,  such  as  process  and  thread 

management,  memory  management,  and  interrupt 

handling.

File System

The file system is responsible for managing the storage 

of data on the device. It provides a way for applications 

to store and retrieve files, and it also ensures that the 

data is stored in a reliable and efficient manner. The 

Windows  CE  file  system  is  a  journaling  file  system, 

which means that it keeps a log of all changes made to 

the file system. This ensures that the file system can be 

recovered to a consistent state in the event of a power 

failure or other system crash.

Registry

The  registry  is  a  database  that  stores  configuration 

information for the Windows CE operating system and 

for  applications.  The registry is  used to  store a  wide 

variety  of  information,  including  hardware  settings, 
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software settings, and user preferences. The registry is 

also used to store the settings for the various Windows 

CE services.

Network Stack

The  network  stack  is  responsible  for  managing  the 

networking capabilities of the device. It provides a way 

for  applications  to  send  and  receive  data  over  a 

network, and it also provides support for a variety of 

network protocols, such as TCP/IP, UDP, and Bluetooth.

Graphics System

The graphics system is  responsible for rendering the 

user  interface  of  the  device.  It  provides  a  way  for 

applications to draw text, images, and other graphical 

elements  on  the  screen.  The  graphics  system  also 

provides support for a variety of  graphics hardware, 

such as LCD displays and touch screens.

11



Multimedia System

The multimedia system is responsible for managing the 

playback of audio and video files. It provides a way for 

applications to play back audio and video files, and it 

also  provides  support  for  a  variety  of  multimedia 

codecs.

Power Management System

The  power  management  system  is  responsible  for 

managing  the  power  consumption  of  the  device.  It 

provides a way for applications to control the power 

state of the device, and it also provides support for a 

variety of power-saving features.

Security System

The security  system is  responsible  for  protecting  the 

device from unauthorized access. It provides a way for 

applications to authenticate users, and it also provides 

support  for  a  variety  of  security  features,  such  as 

encryption and access control.
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Chapter 1: The Windows CE Platform

Architecture of Windows CE

Windows  CE  is  a  modular  operating  system,  which 

means  that  it  is  composed  of  a  number  of  small, 

independent modules that can be added or removed to 

meet  the  specific  needs  of  a  particular  device.  This 

modularity  makes  Windows  CE  very  flexible  and 

adaptable,  and  it  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  it  is  so 

popular for use in embedded devices.

The  core  components  of  Windows  CE  include  the 

kernel, the file system, the registry, the network stack, 

the graphics system, the multimedia system, the power 

management  system,  and  the  security  system.  These 

components are all responsible for different aspects of 

the  operating  system's  functionality,  and  they  work 

together to provide a stable and reliable platform for 

applications.
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The kernel is the core of Windows CE. It is responsible 

for managing the system's resources, such as memory 

and processor time. The kernel also provides a number 

of  basic  services,  such  as  process  and  thread 

management,  interrupt  handling,  and  device 

management.

The file system is responsible for managing the storage 

of files on the device. It provides a way for applications 

to  read  and  write  files,  and  it  also  handles  the 

allocation and deallocation of disk space.

The  registry  is  a  database  that  stores  configuration 

information  for  the  operating  system  and  for 

applications. The registry can be used to store a wide 

variety  of  information,  such  as  user  preferences, 

system settings, and application settings.

The  network  stack  is  responsible  for  managing  the 

device's  network  connections.  It  provides  a  way  for 

applications to send and receive data over a network, 
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and  it  also  handles  the  routing  of  data  between 

different networks.

The graphics  system is  responsible  for  managing the 

device's display. It provides a way for applications to 

draw graphics on the screen, and it  also handles the 

acceleration of graphics operations.

The multimedia system is responsible for managing the 

device's multimedia capabilities. It provides a way for 

applications to play audio and video files, and it also 

handles the recording of audio and video.

The  power  management  system  is  responsible  for 

managing the device's power consumption. It provides 

a  way for  applications  to  put  the  device  into  a  low-

power  state  when  it  is  not  being  used,  and  it  also 

handles  the  waking  of  the  device  from a  low-power 

state.

The security  system is  responsible  for  protecting  the 

device from unauthorized access. It provides a way for 
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applications to authenticate users and to control access 

to files and resources.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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