
Ace the GRE Writing Task

Introduction

The GRE Writing Task is a daunting prospect for many 

students,  but  it  doesn't  have  to  be.  With  the  right 

preparation  and  approach,  you  can  conquer  this 

challenge  and  put  yourself  one  step  closer  to  your 

graduate school dreams.

This book is your ultimate companion on this journey. 

We'll provide you with everything you need to know to 

tackle  the  GRE  Writing  Task  with  confidence,  from 

understanding the task and its importance to crafting a 

compelling introduction,  developing body paragraphs 

that  shine,  and  writing  a  powerful  conclusion.  We'll 

also cover essential skills like enhancing your writing 

style,  mastering  time  management,  and  overcoming 

common writing challenges.
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We've  also  included  a  chapter  dedicated  to  sample 

essays and analysis, so you can learn from the best and 

avoid common pitfalls. And finally, we'll wrap up with 

some final tips for success on test day, so you can walk 

into the exam with confidence and leave with a score 

you're proud of.

So whether you're just starting to prepare for the GRE 

or you're looking for that extra edge to push you over 

the top,  this book has you covered. Let's  dive in and 

conquer the GRE Writing Task together!

The GRE Writing Task is  an integral  part  of  the GRE 

General  Test,  and  it  plays  a  significant  role  in 

determining your overall score. This task assesses your 

ability to articulate your thoughts and ideas clearly and 

concisely,  two  skills  that  are  essential  for  success  in 

graduate school and beyond.

The GRE Writing Task consists of two essays: the Issue 

essay and the Argument essay. The Issue essay requires 

you to  take  a  position  on a  given topic  and support 

2



your  stance  with  evidence  and  reasoning.  The 

Argument essay presents you with a flawed argument 

and asks you to critique it, identifying its weaknesses 

and offering your own counterargument.

Both essays are scored on a scale of 0 to 6, with 6 being 

the highest score. Your total score for the Writing Task 

is the average of your two essay scores. A high score on 

the GRE Writing Task can open doors to top graduate 

programs and scholarship opportunities.

Don't let the GRE Writing Task intimidate you. With the 

right preparation and approach, you can conquer this 

challenge  and  put  yourself  one  step  closer  to  your 

graduate  school  dreams.  This  book  is  your  ultimate 

companion  on  this  journey.  We'll  provide  you  with 

everything you need to know to tackle the GRE Writing 

Task  with  confidence  and  achieve  the  score  you 

deserve.
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Book Description

The GRE Writing Task is  a  critical  component  of  the 

GRE  General  Test,  and  it  plays  a  pivotal  role  in 

determining your overall score. This task assesses your 

ability to articulate your thoughts and ideas clearly and 

concisely,  skills  that  are  essential  for  success  in 

graduate school and beyond.

In  this  comprehensive  guide,  we've  compiled 

everything you need to know to tackle the GRE Writing 

Task  with  confidence  and  achieve  the  score  you 

deserve. We'll take you step-by-step through the entire 

process,  from  understanding  the  task  and  its 

importance  to  crafting  a  compelling  introduction, 

developing body paragraphs that shine, and writing a 

powerful  conclusion.  We'll  also  cover  essential  skills 

like  enhancing  your  writing  style,  mastering  time 

management,  and  overcoming  common  writing 

challenges.
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With a focus on clarity, conciseness, and organization, 

this book provides a wealth of practical strategies and 

techniques to help you improve your writing skills and 

perform at your best on test day. We've also included a 

chapter dedicated to sample essays and analysis, so you 

can learn from the best and avoid common pitfalls.

Whether you're just starting to prepare for the GRE or 

you're looking for that extra edge to push you over the 

top,  this  book  has  you  covered.  Our  team  of  GRE 

experts  has  poured  their  knowledge  and  experience 

into creating a resource that will help you conquer the 

GRE Writing Task and take a confident step towards 

your graduate school goals.

Don't  let  the  GRE  Writing  Task  hold  you  back  from 

pursuing your academic aspirations. With this book as 

your guide,  you'll  gain the skills  and confidence you 

need  to  write  essays  that  impress  the  admissions 

committee and open doors to the graduate program of 

your choice.
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Key Features:

 Comprehensive  coverage  of  all  aspects  of  the 

GRE Writing Task

 Step-by-step  guidance  on  crafting  a  compelling 

introduction,  developing  body  paragraphs  that 

shine, and writing a powerful conclusion

 Practical  strategies  for  enhancing  your  writing 

style,  mastering  time  management,  and 

overcoming common writing challenges

 A  chapter  dedicated  to  sample  essays  and 

analysis,  providing  valuable  insights  into  what 

makes a high-scoring essay

 Expert  tips  and  tricks  to  help  you  perform  at 

your best on test day

Don't  miss out on this  opportunity to take control  of 

your GRE Writing Task preparation. Order your copy 

today and start your journey towards GRE success!
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Chapter  1:  Mastering the  GRE Writing 

Task

Topic  1:  Understanding  the  Task  and  Its 

Importance

The GRE Writing Task is  a  crucial  component  of  the 

GRE  General  Test,  and  it  plays  a  pivotal  role  in 

determining  your  overall  score.  This  task  evaluates 

your ability to communicate your thoughts and ideas 

effectively in written form, a skill that is highly valued 

in academia and beyond.

The GRE Writing Task consists of two essays: the Issue 

essay and the Argument essay. The Issue essay requires 

you to take a stance on a given topic and support your 

position with evidence and reasoning.  The Argument 

essay presents you with a flawed argument and asks 

you  to  critique  it,  identifying  its  weaknesses  and 

offering your own counterargument.
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Both essays are scored on a scale of 0 to 6, with 6 being 

the highest score. Your total score for the Writing Task 

is the average of your two essay scores. A high score on 

the GRE Writing Task can open doors to top graduate 

programs and scholarship opportunities.

Understanding the task and its importance is the first 

step towards acing the GRE Writing Task. Here are a 

few key points to keep in mind:

 The  GRE  Writing  Task  is  not  a  test  of  your 

knowledge. The  task  is  not  designed to  assess 

your  mastery  of  a  particular  subject  area. 

Instead,  it  is  a  test  of  your  ability  to  think 

critically, analyze information, and express your 

ideas clearly and persuasively.

 The GRE Writing Task is timed. You will have 

30  minutes  to  complete  each  essay.  This  may 

seem  like  a  short  amount  of  time,  but  it  is 

important  to  remember  that  the  task  is  not 

designed to be completed in its entirety. The goal 
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is to demonstrate your ability to think and write 

effectively under pressure.

 The GRE Writing  Task is  scored holistically. 

Your essays will be evaluated based on a number 

of criteria, including your ability to:

 Analyze the task and develop a clear and 

concise thesis statement

 Organize  and  structure  your  essay 

effectively

 Use  evidence  and  reasoning  to  support 

your argument

 Write in a clear and persuasive style

 Use standard written English

By understanding the task and its importance, you can 

develop a strategic approach to the GRE Writing Task 

and increase your chances of achieving a high score.
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Chapter  1:  Mastering the  GRE Writing 

Task

Topic 2: Analyzing the Prompts

Analyzing the prompts  in  the GRE Writing Task is  a 

crucial  step towards crafting high-quality essays.  The 

prompts  are  designed  to  test  your  critical  thinking 

skills and your ability to express your ideas clearly and 

concisely.

The first step in analyzing a prompt is to identify the 

main point  or  argument.  What  is  the  prompt  asking 

you to do? Are you being asked to take a position on an 

issue,  critique  an  argument,  or  analyze  a  piece  of 

evidence? Once you have identified the main point, you 

can begin to develop your response.

Next, take some time to break down the prompt into its 

component  parts.  What  are  the  key  terms  and 

concepts?  What  assumptions  are  being  made?  Are 

there  any  hidden  biases  or  presuppositions?  By 
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carefully  analyzing  the  prompt,  you  can  ensure  that 

you are addressing all of its requirements.

It is also important to consider the audience for your 

essay.  Who  are  you  writing  for?  What  are  their 

expectations? What level of knowledge do they have on 

the topic? Keeping your audience in mind will help you 

tailor your response and make it more effective.

Finally,  take a  few moments  to  brainstorm ideas  for 

your essay. What are your initial thoughts on the topic? 

What  evidence  or  examples  can  you  use  to  support 

your argument? Jot down any ideas that come to mind, 

no matter how small or insignificant they may seem. 

These initial ideas can be the foundation for a strong 

and well-developed essay.

By following these  steps,  you can effectively  analyze 

the prompts in the GRE Writing Task and develop well-

structured and persuasive essays.

Here are some additional tips for analyzing prompts:
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 Read the  prompt  carefully  and make sure  you 

understand what it is asking you to do.

 Identify  the  key  terms  and  concepts  in  the 

prompt.

 Break the prompt down into its component parts.

 Consider the audience for your essay.

 Brainstorm ideas for your essay.

 Don't  be afraid to ask for help from a teacher, 

tutor,  or  friend  if  you  are  struggling  to 

understand the prompt.

With  practice,  you  will  become  more  skilled  at 

analyzing  prompts  and  writing  effective  essays.  So 

don't be discouraged if you struggle at first. Just keep 

practicing and you will eventually see improvement.
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Chapter  1:  Mastering the  GRE Writing 

Task

Topic  3:  Developing  a  Strong  Thesis 

Statement

A strong thesis statement is the backbone of your GRE 

essays.  It's  the  sentence  that  expresses  the  main 

argument or position you'll be taking in your essay. It 

should be clear, concise, and arguable.

A strong thesis statement should:

 Make  a  claim: Your  thesis  statement  should 

make  a  claim  about  the  topic  you're  writing 

about.  This  claim  should  be  specific  and 

arguable.  Avoid  making  broad,  general 

statements  that  can't  be  supported  with 

evidence.

 Be  specific: Your  thesis  statement  should  be 

specific  and  focused.  Avoid  making  vague  or 
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general  statements  that  don't  provide  a  clear 

direction for your essay.

 Be  arguable: Your  thesis  statement  should  be 

arguable, meaning that someone could disagree 

with  it.  This  doesn't  mean  that  your  thesis 

statement has to be controversial, but it should 

be something that can be debated.

A weak thesis statement might look like this:

 "Education is important."

This  statement  is  too  broad  and  general.  It  doesn't 

make  a  specific  claim  about  education  and  it's  not 

something that anyone could disagree with.

A stronger thesis statement might look like this:

 "The United States education system needs to be 

reformed in order to better prepare students for 

the 21st century workforce."
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This statement is more specific and focused. It makes a 

clear claim about the need for education reform and 

it's something that someone could disagree with.

Here are some additional tips for developing a strong 

thesis statement:

 Brainstorm: Before you start writing your thesis 

statement,  brainstorm  a  list  of  ideas  and 

arguments related to your topic.  This  will  help 

you  to  generate  a  strong  and  focused  thesis 

statement.

 Use  keywords: Your  thesis  statement  should 

include  keywords  from  the  prompt.  This  will 

help to ensure that your essay is relevant to the 

topic  and  that  you're  addressing  the  prompt 

directly.

 Get  feedback: Once  you've  drafted  a  thesis 

statement,  get  feedback  from  a  friend,  family 

member,  or  teacher.  This  will  help  you  to 
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identify any weaknesses in your thesis statement 

and make it stronger.

A strong thesis statement is essential for a successful 

GRE essay. By following these tips, you can develop a 

thesis  statement  that  will  help  you  to  write  a  clear, 

concise, and persuasive essay.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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