
The Art of Exceptional Bird Illustrations

Introduction

The  art  of  bird  illustration  has  a  rich  and  storied 

history,  dating  back  to  the  ancient  Egyptians,  who 

painted  birds  on  the  walls  of  their  tombs.  Over  the 

centuries, bird illustration has been used for a variety 

of purposes, from scientific study to artistic expression.

In  the  18th  century,  the  Swedish  naturalist  Carl 

Linnaeus  developed  a  system  for  classifying  birds, 

which  revolutionized  the  study  of  ornithology.  This 

system, known as binomial nomenclature, is still used 

today by scientists around the world. Linnaeus's work 

also inspired a new wave of bird illustration, as artists 

sought  to  depict  the  different  species  of  birds  in 

accurate and detailed ways.
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One of  the most  famous bird illustrators  of  the 18th 

century  was  John  James  Audubon.  Audubon  was  an 

American naturalist and painter who spent many years 

traveling the United States, painting and studying birds. 

His book, The Birds of America, is considered one of the 

greatest works of bird illustration ever created.

In  the  19th  century,  bird  illustration  continued  to 

flourish, with artists such as John Gould and Edward 

Lear producing stunningly beautiful and scientifically 

accurate paintings of birds.  In the 20th century,  bird 

illustration took on a new dimension with the advent of 

photography.  While  photography  could  capture  the 

likeness of a bird in a way that painting could not, it 

was  still  painting  that  allowed artists  to  capture  the 

essence of a bird's beauty and personality.

Today, bird illustration is still a popular art form, with 

artists from all over the world creating beautiful and 

inspiring images of birds. Bird illustration is also used 

for a variety of educational and scientific purposes, and 
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it continues to play an important role in the study and 

appreciation of birds.

In  this  book,  we  will  explore  the  history  of  bird 

illustration,  from  its  origins  in  ancient  Egypt  to  its 

modern  manifestations.  We  will  also  discuss  the 

different techniques used by bird illustrators, and we 

will examine the work of some of the most famous bird 

illustrators of all time. Whether you are a bird lover, an 

artist,  or  simply  someone  who  appreciates  beautiful 

images, we hope that you will enjoy this book.
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Book Description

The  Art  of  Exceptional  Bird  Illustrations  is  the 

definitive  guide  to  the  art  of  bird  illustration.  This 

comprehensive  book  covers  everything  from  the 

history of bird illustration to the different techniques 

used by bird illustrators.  It  also features the work of 

some of the most famous bird illustrators of all time.

Whether  you  are  a  bird  lover,  an  artist,  or  simply 

someone who appreciates beautiful images, this book is 

sure to inspire you.

In this book, you will learn:

 The history of bird illustration, from its origins in 

ancient Egypt to its modern manifestations

 The  different  techniques  used  by  bird 

illustrators,  including  watercolor  painting, 

gouache painting,  ink drawing,  pencil  drawing, 

and digital painting
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 The  anatomy  of  birds,  including  the  skeletal 

system, the muscular system, the integumentary 

system, the respiratory system, and the digestive 

system

 The plumage of birds, including the structure of 

feathers, the coloration of feathers, the patterns 

of feathers, and the molting process

 The  behavior  of  birds,  including  bird 

vocalizations, bird nesting, bird migration, bird 

courtship, and bird predation

 The  habitats  of  birds,  including  forest  birds, 

grassland birds, wetland birds, marine birds, and 

urban birds

 The conservation of birds, including the threats 

to  birds,  bird  conservation  strategies,  and  the 

role of bird illustration in conservation

 The  art  of  bird  illustration,  including  the 

principles  of  bird  illustration,  the  elements  of 

bird  illustration,  the  techniques  of  bird 
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illustration, the materials of bird illustration, and 

the ethics of bird illustration

The Art of Exceptional Bird Illustrations is the perfect 

book for anyone who wants to learn more about the art 

of bird illustration. This book is also a great resource 

for  bird  lovers,  artists,  and  anyone  who  appreciates 

beautiful images.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  Bird 

Illustration

The Origins of Bird Illustration

Bird  illustration  has  a  long  and  rich  history,  dating 

back to the ancient Egyptians,  who depicted birds in 

their  hieroglyphs  and  tomb  paintings.  These  early 

images were often symbolic or religious in nature, and 

they  provide  valuable  insights  into  the  ancient 

Egyptian's understanding of the natural world.

The ancient Greeks and Romans also depicted birds in 

their  art,  and  these  images  were  often  more 

naturalistic  than  the  Egyptian  ones.  The  Greek 

philosopher Aristotle was one of the first to study birds 

in  a  scientific  way,  and  his  writings  influenced  the 

development of bird illustration for centuries to come.

During the Middle Ages, bird illustration was primarily 

used  for  educational  and  scientific  purposes.  Monks 

and  scholars  used  bird  illustrations  to  identify  and 
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classify  different  species  of  birds.  These  illustrations 

were often very detailed and accurate, and they helped 

to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  modern  study  of 

ornithology.

In the Renaissance, bird illustration began to be used 

for  more  artistic  purposes.  Artists  such  as  Albrecht 

Dürer  and  Leonardo  da  Vinci  created  beautiful  and 

realistic bird paintings, and these paintings helped to 

popularize the study of birds among the general public.

The  18th  century  saw  the  development  of  new 

techniques for bird illustration, such as engraving and 

lithography.  These  techniques  allowed  artists  to 

produce more detailed and accurate bird illustrations 

than ever before. The Swedish naturalist Carl Linnaeus 

also  developed  a  system  for  classifying  birds,  which 

revolutionized  the  study  of  ornithology.  Linnaeus's 

system, known as binomial nomenclature, is still used 

today by scientists around the world.
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In  the  19th  century,  bird  illustration  continued  to 

flourish, with artists such as John James Audubon and 

Edward  Lear  producing  stunningly  beautiful  and 

scientifically  accurate  paintings  of  birds.  Audubon's 

book, The Birds of America,  is  considered one of the 

greatest works of bird illustration ever created.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  Bird 

Illustration

Bird Illustration in Ancient Egypt

Ancient Egypt is home to some of the earliest known 

examples of bird illustration. These illustrations can be 

found  on  tomb  walls,  papyrus  scrolls,  and  other 

artifacts. The Egyptians believed that birds were sacred 

creatures, and they often depicted them in their art.

One of the most famous examples of ancient Egyptian 

bird illustration is the Tomb of Nebamun. This tomb, 

which was built around 1350 BC, contains a number of 

paintings of  birds,  including ducks,  geese,  and ibises. 

The paintings are incredibly detailed and realistic, and 

they provide a valuable glimpse into the lives of  the 

ancient Egyptians.

Another  important  example of  ancient  Egyptian bird 

illustration is the Papyrus of Ani. This papyrus scroll, 

which was created around 1250 BC, contains a number 
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of  illustrations  of  birds,  including  the  Bennu  bird, 

which was a symbol of rebirth. The illustrations in the 

Papyrus of Ani are not as detailed as those in the Tomb 

of  Nebamun,  but  they  are  still  very  beautiful  and 

informative.

Ancient Egyptian bird illustration played an important 

role in the development of bird illustration around the 

world.  The  Egyptians'  keen observation  of  birds  and 

their ability to capture their beauty and movement in 

their  art  inspired  artists  in  other  cultures  to  do  the 

same. Today, bird illustration is still a popular art form, 

and it  continues to be influenced by the work of the 

ancient Egyptians.

The Importance of Birds in Ancient Egyptian Culture

Birds were very important in ancient Egyptian culture. 

They were seen as symbols of many different things, 

including:

 The sun
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 The moon

 The sky

 The afterlife

 Rebirth

 Protection

Birds were also associated with a number of gods and 

goddesses.  For  example,  the  god  Horus  was  often 

depicted  as  a  falcon,  and the  goddess  Isis  was  often 

depicted as a kite.

The Use of Birds in Ancient Egyptian Art

Birds  were  often  used  in  ancient  Egyptian  art  to 

decorate  tombs,  temples,  and  other  buildings.  They 

were also used to illustrate papyrus scrolls and other 

documents.  The  Egyptians  believed  that  birds  could 

help  them  to  communicate  with  the  gods  and 

goddesses, and they often depicted birds in their art to 

ask for their protection or guidance.
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The  Development  of  Bird  Illustration  in  Ancient 

Egypt

Bird illustration in ancient Egypt developed over time. 

The  earliest  examples  of  bird  illustration  are  very 

simple and stylized. However, over time, the Egyptians 

became  more  skilled  at  depicting  birds  in  a  more 

realistic way. By the time of the New Kingdom (1550-

1070 BC),  the Egyptians  were producing some of  the 

most  beautiful  and  realistic  bird  illustrations  in  the 

world.

13



Chapter  1:  The  History  of  Bird 

Illustration

Bird Illustration in Medieval Europe

Bird  illustration  in  medieval  Europe  was  primarily 

driven by the need for accurate depictions of birds in 

religious  texts,  bestiaries,  and  other  illuminated 

manuscripts.  Birds  held  great  symbolic  and religious 

significance in medieval culture, and artists sought to 

capture their beauty and diversity in their artwork.

One of the most famous examples of bird illustration 

from this period is the Codex Ashmole, an illuminated 

manuscript  created  in  England  in  the  early  13th 

century. The manuscript contains over 300 illustrations 

of birds, each of which is rendered in exquisite detail. 

The Codex Ashmole is a valuable resource for studying 

the birds of medieval Europe, and it provides a glimpse 

into the artistic techniques of the time.
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Another  important  example  of  medieval  bird 

illustration is the Book of Hours of Isabella of France, 

which was created in Paris in the early 14th century. 

The  manuscript  contains  over  600  illustrations, 

including many of birds. The illustrations in the Book 

of  Hours  of  Isabella  of  France  are  known  for  their 

beauty and realism, and they provide a valuable record 

of the birds of medieval Europe.

In addition to religious texts, birds were also depicted 

in  medieval  art  for  secular  purposes.  For  example, 

birds were often used to decorate tapestries, clothing, 

and  other  luxury  goods.  Birds  were  also  popular 

subjects for hunting and falconry, and many medieval 

manuscripts  contain  illustrations  of  birds  in  these 

contexts.

The  study  of  medieval  bird  illustration  can  provide 

insights  into the cultural  and scientific knowledge of 

the time. Birds were an important part of medieval life, 
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and their depiction in art  reflects the ways in which 

people viewed and interacted with the natural world.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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