
REXXing for Today

Introduction

In  the  ever-evolving  landscape  of  programming 

languages, REXX stands tall as a beacon of simplicity, 

elegance,  and  versatility.  This  comprehensive  guide, 

tailored  specifically  for  an  American  audience, 

embarks  on  a  journey  through  the  world  of  REXX, 

unveiling its power and potential.

REXX,  an  acronym  for  REstructured  eXtended 

eXecutor, is a procedural programming language that 

has captivated programmers for decades with its user-

friendly  syntax,  cross-platform  compatibility,  and 

ability  to  automate  complex  tasks  with  remarkable 

ease. Whether you're a seasoned programmer seeking 

to expand your skillset or a novice eager to delve into 

the world of coding, this book will serve as your trusted 

companion on this exciting expedition.
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From the fundamental concepts of REXX programming 

to  advanced  techniques  employed  by  seasoned 

developers, this comprehensive guide leaves no stone 

unturned.  Embark  on  a  voyage  of  discovery  as  you 

unravel  the  elegance  of  REXX syntax,  delve  into  the 

intricacies of control structures, and master the art of 

data  manipulation  with  REXX's  versatile  data 

structures. Witness the transformative power of REXX 

functions  and  subroutines  as  you  craft  modular, 

maintainable programs.

Unleash  the  full  potential  of  REXX  by  exploring  its 

automation  capabilities.  Automate  mundane  tasks, 

streamline  system  administration,  and  enhance 

productivity with REXX scripts. Delve into the realm of 

external  program  interaction,  seamlessly  invoking 

external  programs,  reading  and  writing  files,  and 

exchanging  data  with  databases.  REXX's  prowess 

extends  beyond  traditional  programming  domains, 

reaching into web development, data analysis, artificial 

intelligence, and cloud computing.
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As you progress through the chapters, you'll encounter 

a treasure trove of practical examples and real-world 

scenarios,  illuminating  the  practical  applications  of 

REXX  across  various  industries.  Discover  the  latest 

advancements and emerging trends in REXX, ensuring 

that you remain at the forefront of innovation.

Join us on this enlightening journey as we unlock the 

secrets  of  REXX,  empowering  you  to  harness  its 

capabilities  and  transform  your  programming 

endeavors. Let REXX be your guide as you embark on a 

voyage of discovery, exploration, and mastery.
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Book Description

In  a  world  saturated  with  complex  programming 

languages, REXX emerges as a beacon of simplicity and 

elegance. This comprehensive guide unlocks the secrets 

of REXX, empowering programmers of all skill levels to 

master this versatile language.

REXX,  an  acronym  for  REstructured  eXtended 

eXecutor,  is  a  procedural  programming  language 

renowned for  its  user-friendly  syntax,  cross-platform 

compatibility, and remarkable automation capabilities. 

Whether  you're  a  seasoned  programmer  seeking  to 

expand your skillset or a novice eager to embark on 

your  programming  journey,  this  book  will  serve  as 

your trusted companion.

With  crystal-clear  explanations  and  a  wealth  of 

practical  examples,  this  guide  takes  you  on  a 

comprehensive  journey  through  the  world  of  REXX. 

Discover  the  fundamentals  of  REXX  programming, 

4



including  syntax,  control  structures,  data 

manipulation,  and  more.  Delve  into  advanced  topics 

such  as  functions,  subroutines,  and  object-oriented 

programming, unlocking the full potential of REXX.

Harness  the  power  of  REXX  to  automate  tasks, 

streamline  system  administration,  and  enhance 

productivity.  Explore  the  realm  of  external  program 

interaction,  seamlessly  integrating  REXX  with  other 

applications and data sources. Discover the vast array 

of REXX applications across various domains, from web 

development and data analysis to artificial intelligence 

and cloud computing.

This book is more than just a technical manual; it's an 

invitation  to  explore  the  art  of  programming  with 

REXX. With its focus on practical applications and real-

world scenarios, this guide empowers you to transform 

your programming endeavors and achieve remarkable 

results.
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Join the ranks of skilled REXX programmers and unlock 

a  world  of  possibilities.  Embark on this  enlightening 

journey  today  and  let  REXX  be  your  guide  to 

programming mastery.
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Chapter  1:  A  New  Dimension  in 

Programming

The Power of REXX

REXX,  an  acronym  for  REstructured  eXtended 

eXecutor, is a procedural programming language that 

has  captivated  programmers  for  decades  with  its 

remarkable  simplicity,  versatility,  and  cross-platform 

compatibility. Its power lies in its ability to automate 

complex  tasks  with  remarkable  ease,  making  it  an 

invaluable tool for programmers of all skill levels.

REXX's  user-friendly  syntax  is  one  of  its  defining 

strengths. Unlike many other programming languages, 

REXX  does  not  require  programmers  to  declare 

variables or use complex syntax for control structures. 

This makes it exceptionally easy to learn and use, even 

for those with limited programming experience.

Furthermore, REXX's cross-platform compatibility sets 

it  apart  from many other languages.  REXX programs 
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can  be  executed  on  a  wide  range  of  platforms, 

including Windows, Linux, macOS, and z/OS, without 

any  modifications.  This  makes  it  an  ideal  choice  for 

programmers  who need  to  develop  applications  that 

can run on multiple platforms.

REXX's  automation  capabilities  are  truly  impressive. 

With REXX, programmers can automate a wide range 

of  tasks,  from  simple  file  manipulation  to  complex 

system  administration  tasks.  This  can  save 

programmers  countless  hours  of  manual  labor  and 

allow them to focus on more creative and challenging 

aspects of their work.

The  combination  of  simplicity,  versatility,  and 

automation  capabilities  makes  REXX a  powerful  tool 

for programmers of all  skill  levels.  Whether you're a 

seasoned programmer looking to expand your skillset 

or  a  novice  eager  to  embark  on  your  programming 

journey, REXX is an excellent choice.
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In this chapter, we will delve deeper into the world of 

REXX,  exploring  its  fundamental  concepts,  powerful 

features, and diverse applications. We will embark on a 

journey of discovery,  uncovering the secrets of REXX 

programming  and  empowering  you  to  harness  its 

capabilities to achieve remarkable results.
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Chapter  1:  A  New  Dimension  in 

Programming

Unveiling the Elegance of REXX

REXX,  an  acronym  for  REstructured  eXtended 

eXecutor, stands as a shining example of elegance and 

simplicity in the realm of programming languages. Its 

user-friendly syntax, intuitive commands, and versatile 

capabilities make it a joy to use, allowing programmers 

to  express  their  ideas  with  remarkable  clarity  and 

conciseness.

At the heart of REXX's elegance lies its straightforward 

syntax.  Unlike  other  languages  that  burden 

programmers  with  complex  rules  and  convoluted 

constructs,  REXX  embraces  a  natural,  conversational 

style  that  mirrors  the way humans communicate.  Its 

commands  are  easy  to  understand  and  remember, 

resembling English phrases rather than cryptic codes. 

This simplicity makes REXX accessible to programmers 
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of all  skill  levels,  enabling them to quickly learn the 

language and focus  on solving problems rather  than 

deciphering syntax.

Furthermore,  REXX's  versatility  contributes  to  its 

elegance.  It  is  a general-purpose language capable of 

handling  a  wide  range  of  programming  tasks,  from 

simple  scripts  to  complex  applications.  Its  built-in 

functions and extensive library of third-party packages 

provide  a  wealth  of  tools  for  various  programming 

needs, eliminating the need to resort to external tools 

or  languages.  This  versatility  makes  REXX  an  ideal 

choice  for  programmers  who  value  simplicity  and 

flexibility.

REXX's  elegance  extends  beyond  its  syntax  and 

versatility  to  encompass its  overall  design principles. 

The  language  is  structured  in  a  way  that  promotes 

modularity,  code  reusability,  and  maintainability.  Its 

support for subroutines, functions, and object-oriented 

programming  techniques  enables  programmers  to 
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decompose  complex  problems  into  smaller, 

manageable  components.  This  modular  approach 

simplifies code maintenance and enhances readability, 

making  REXX  programs  easier  to  understand  and 

modify.

Moreover,  REXX's  elegance  manifests  in  its  cross-

platform  compatibility.  Unlike  many  programming 

languages  tied  to  specific  operating  systems  or 

environments, REXX can run on a variety of platforms, 

including  Windows,  Linux,  macOS,  and  z/OS.  This 

portability allows programmers to develop and deploy 

REXX applications across different systems without the 

hassle of rewriting code or dealing with compatibility 

issues.

In summary,  REXX's  elegance lies  in its  user-friendly 

syntax,  versatility,  modular  design  principles,  and 

cross-platform  compatibility.  These  attributes  make 

REXX  a  delight  to  use,  enabling  programmers  to 

express  their  ideas  with  clarity,  ease,  and  efficiency. 
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Whether  you're  a  seasoned  programmer  or  just 

starting your programming journey, REXX invites you 

to experience the beauty and elegance of simplicity in 

action.
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Chapter  1:  A  New  Dimension  in 

Programming

Discovering the Simplicity of REXX

REXX,  an  acronym  for  REstructured  eXtended 

eXecutor, stands out in the programming landscape as 

a language of remarkable simplicity and elegance. Its 

user-friendly syntax, intuitive structure, and inherent 

readability make it an ideal choice for programmers of 

all  skill  levels,  from complete  beginners  to  seasoned 

experts.

Unlike many other programming languages that can be 

daunting and complex, REXX welcomes you with open 

arms.  Its  straightforward  syntax  follows  a  natural 

language-like structure,  allowing you to express your 

programming ideas in a clear and concise manner. The 

absence of complicated keywords and esoteric symbols 

reduces the learning curve significantly, enabling you 
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to focus on solving problems rather than deciphering 

syntax.

REXX's  simplicity  extends  beyond  its  syntax  to  its 

overall design philosophy. The language is built around 

the concept of  "interpretive execution,"  meaning that 

your REXX programs are executed one line at a time, 

making it easier to debug and understand the flow of 

your  code.  This  interactive  approach  encourages  a 

more  exploratory  and  experimental  programming 

style,  allowing  you  to  refine  your  programs 

incrementally and receive immediate feedback.

Furthermore, REXX's built-in functions and commands 

provide  a  wealth  of  functionality  at  your  fingertips. 

From  string  manipulation  and  mathematical 

operations to file handling and program control, REXX 

has you covered with a comprehensive set of tools. This 

eliminates the need for external libraries or complex 

workarounds, streamlining your development process 

and keeping your code organized and maintainable.
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Embracing the simplicity of REXX opens up a world of 

possibilities.  You  can  quickly  develop  scripts  to 

automate  repetitive  tasks,  process  data,  generate 

reports,  and  much  more.  REXX's  cross-platform 

compatibility  allows you to  run your  programs on a 

variety  of  operating  systems,  including  Windows, 

Linux, and macOS, without any modifications.

Whether you're a seasoned programmer looking for a 

refreshing  change  or  a  newcomer  to  the  world  of 

coding, REXX's simplicity and elegance make it an ideal 

choice. Its user-friendly syntax, intuitive structure, and 

built-in functionality empower you to create powerful 

and efficient programs with ease. Discover the joy of 

programming with REXX and unlock a new dimension 

of creativity and productivity.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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