
The Ultimate Guide to Mastering Verbal 

Reasoning Skills

Introduction

The Ultimate Guide to Mastering Verbal Reasoning 

Skills is  the  ultimate  guide  to  mastering  verbal 

reasoning skills  essential  for success on standardized 

tests  like  the  GRE,  GMAT,  and  SAT.  With  its 

comprehensive  coverage  of  all  aspects  of  verbal 

reasoning, this book is designed to help you improve 

your score and achieve your academic goals.

Written by Pasquale De Marco, a leading expert in test 

preparation, The Ultimate Guide to Mastering Verbal 

Reasoning Skills provides a  structured and effective 

approach to improving your verbal reasoning abilities. 

The book is divided into 10 chapters, each covering a 

specific  skill,  including  sentence  correction,  critical 
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reasoning,  reading  comprehension,  vocabulary 

enhancement,  and analytical writing.  Each chapter is 

packed with clear explanations, practice questions, and 

expert strategies to help you master the material.

Whether  you're  a  high  school  student  preparing  for 

college  entrance  exams,  a  college  student  looking  to 

improve  your  academic  performance,  or  a  working 

professional seeking to enhance your communication 

and analytical skills, The Ultimate Guide to Mastering 

Verbal  Reasoning  Skills is  the  perfect  resource  for 

you.  With  its  engaging  writing  style  and  accessible 

approach,  this  book  will  make  learning  verbal 

reasoning skills enjoyable and rewarding.

Inside  The  Ultimate  Guide  to  Mastering  Verbal 

Reasoning Skills, you'll find:

 In-depth  coverage  of  all  aspects  of  verbal 

reasoning, including sentence correction, critical 

reasoning,  reading  comprehension,  vocabulary 

enhancement, and analytical writing
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 Hundreds  of  practice  questions  with  detailed 

explanations to help you master the skills

 Expert strategies and tips to improve your score 

on standardized tests

 A comprehensive review of the ETS exam format 

and scoring system

 Proven  techniques  for  managing  time  and 

reducing stress on test day

With  The  Ultimate  Guide  to  Mastering  Verbal 

Reasoning Skills, you'll be equipped with the skills and 

confidence you need to succeed on standardized tests 

and in your academic and professional endeavors.
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Book Description

The Ultimate Guide to Mastering Verbal Reasoning 

Skills is  the  ultimate  guide  to  mastering  verbal 

reasoning skills  essential  for success on standardized 

tests  like  the  GRE,  GMAT,  and  SAT.  With  its 

comprehensive  coverage  of  all  aspects  of  verbal 

reasoning, this book is designed to help you improve 

your score and achieve your academic goals.

Written by Pasquale De Marco, a leading expert in test 

preparation, The Ultimate Guide to Mastering Verbal 

Reasoning Skills provides a  structured and effective 

approach to improving your verbal reasoning abilities. 

The book is divided into 10 chapters, each covering a 

specific  skill,  including  sentence  correction,  critical 

reasoning,  reading  comprehension,  vocabulary 

enhancement,  and analytical writing.  Each chapter is 

packed with clear explanations, practice questions, and 

expert strategies to help you master the material.

4



Whether  you're  a  high  school  student  preparing  for 

college  entrance  exams,  a  college  student  looking  to 

improve  your  academic  performance,  or  a  working 

professional seeking to enhance your communication 

and analytical skills, The Ultimate Guide to Mastering 

Verbal  Reasoning  Skills is  the  perfect  resource  for 

you.  With  its  engaging  writing  style  and  accessible 

approach,  this  book  will  make  learning  verbal 

reasoning skills enjoyable and rewarding.

Inside  The  Ultimate  Guide  to  Mastering  Verbal 

Reasoning Skills, you'll find:

 In-depth  coverage  of  all  aspects  of  verbal 

reasoning, including sentence correction, critical 

reasoning,  reading  comprehension,  vocabulary 

enhancement, and analytical writing

 Hundreds  of  practice  questions  with  detailed 

explanations to help you master the skills

 Expert strategies and tips to improve your score 

on standardized tests
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 A comprehensive review of the ETS exam format 

and scoring system

 Proven  techniques  for  managing  time  and 

reducing stress on test day

With  The  Ultimate  Guide  to  Mastering  Verbal 

Reasoning Skills, you'll be equipped with the skills and 

confidence you need to succeed on standardized tests 

and in your academic and professional endeavors.
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Chapter 1: Sentence Correction

Topic  1:  Identifying  Common  Grammatical 

Errors

Common grammatical errors are a hindrance to clear 

and  effective  communication,  both  in  spoken  and 

written language. They can make it difficult for readers 

or listeners to understand the intended message, and 

they can also reflect poorly on the writer or speaker.

There are many different types of grammatical errors, 

but some of the most common include:

 Subject-verb agreement errors occur when the 

subject  of  a  sentence  does  not  agree  with  the 

verb  in  number  or  person.  For  example,  the 

sentence "The students is  going to the store" is 

incorrect because the subject "students" is plural, 

but the verb "is" is singular. The correct sentence 

would be "The students are going to the store."
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 Pronoun  agreement  errors occur  when  a 

pronoun does  not  agree with its  antecedent  in 

number,  gender,  or  person.  For  example,  the 

sentence "The teacher asked each student to turn 

in  their  homework"  is  incorrect  because  the 

pronoun "their"  refers  to  the  antecedent  "each 

student," which is singular. The correct sentence 

would  be  "The  teacher  asked  each  student  to 

turn in his or her homework."

 Verb  tense  errors occur  when  the  verb  in  a 

sentence does not agree with the time frame of 

the action or event being described. For example, 

the sentence "I was going to the store yesterday" 

is  incorrect because the action of "going to the 

store" happened in the past, but the verb "was" is 

in the present tense. The correct sentence would 

be "I went to the store yesterday."

 Modifier errors occur when a modifier, such as 

an adjective or adverb, is placed incorrectly in a 

sentence  or  when the  modifier  does  not  agree 

8



with the word it is modifying. For example, the 

sentence "The very tired student went to bed" is 

incorrect  because the modifier "very" is  placed 

before  the  adjective  "tired,"  which  it  modifies. 

The correct sentence would be "The tired student 

went to bed."

Identifying common grammatical errors is the first step 

to avoiding them in your own writing and speaking. By 

understanding the different types of errors and how to 

correct  them,  you  can  improve  the  clarity  and 

effectiveness of your communication.
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Chapter 1: Sentence Correction

Topic 2: Correcting Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb  agreement  is  a  fundamental  rule  of 

grammar  that  ensures  that  the  verb  in  a  sentence 

matches the number and person of its subject. In other 

words, a singular subject takes a singular verb, and a 

plural subject takes a plural verb. This rule applies to 

all  types  of  sentences,  including  simple  sentences, 

compound sentences, and complex sentences.

One  of  the  most  common  errors  in  subject-verb 

agreement occurs when the subject of a sentence is a 

collective noun. A collective noun is a noun that refers 

to a group of people or things, such as "team," "family," 

or "committee." When a collective noun is used as the 

subject of a sentence, the verb should be singular. For 

example:

 The team is practicing for their game tomorrow.

 The family is going on vacation next week.
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 The committee has reached a decision.

Another  common  error  in  subject-verb  agreement 

occurs  when  the  subject  of  a  sentence  is  separated 

from  the  verb  by  a  prepositional  phrase.  A 

prepositional  phrase is  a  group of  words that  begins 

with a preposition, such as "in," "on," or "at." When a 

prepositional  phrase  comes  between the  subject  and 

the  verb,  it  can  sometimes  make  it  difficult  to 

determine which noun is the subject. For example:

 The car with the broken window is parked in the 

driveway.

 The students in the class are taking a test.

 The house on the hill is for sale.

In  each  of  these  sentences,  the  prepositional  phrase 

comes between the subject and the verb. However, the 

subject  is  still  the  noun  that  comes  before  the 

prepositional phrase. Therefore, the verb should agree 

with the subject in number and person.
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Subject-verb  agreement  is  an  important  rule  of 

grammar that can help you to write clear and concise 

sentences.  By  following  the  rules  of  subject-verb 

agreement, you can avoid common errors and improve 

your writing skills.

Here  are  some additional  tips  for  correcting  subject-

verb agreement:

 Identify the subject of the sentence. The subject 

is  the noun or pronoun that  is  performing the 

action of the verb.

 Determine the number of the subject. The subject 

can be singular or plural.

 Choose a verb that agrees with the number of the 

subject. The verb can be singular or plural.

 Check your work. Make sure that the verb agrees 

with the subject in number and person.

By following these tips, you can improve your subject-

verb  agreement  skills  and  write  more  effective 

sentences.
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Chapter 1: Sentence Correction

Topic  3:  Eliminating  Redundancies  and 

Wordiness

Redundancies  and wordiness  can make your  writing 

seem cluttered and unprofessional. They can also make 

it  difficult  for  your  readers  to  understand  your 

message. In this topic, we will discuss how to identify 

and eliminate redundancies and wordiness from your 

writing.

One  common  type  of  redundancy  is  the  use  of 

unnecessary  modifiers.  Modifiers  are  words  that 

describe or qualify other words. For example, the word 

"very" is a modifier that can be used to emphasize an 

adjective or  adverb.  However,  using "very"  too often 

can make your writing seem repetitive and overblown.

For example, instead of writing "The movie was very 

good," you could simply write "The movie was good." 
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The word "very" does not add any new information to 

the sentence, so it is unnecessary.

Another  common  type  of  redundancy  is  the  use  of 

repetitive phrases.  For example, the phrase "in order 

to"  is  often  used  unnecessarily.  Instead  of  writing  "I 

went to the store in order to buy some milk," you could 

simply write "I went to the store to buy some milk."

Finally,  wordiness  can  also  be  caused  by  the  use  of 

unnecessary  words  or  phrases.  For  example,  the 

phrase "due to the fact that" can often be replaced with 

the simpler phrase "because."

Here are some tips for eliminating redundancies and 

wordiness from your writing:

 Use  strong  verbs. Strong  verbs  convey  your 

meaning clearly and concisely. Avoid using weak 

verbs, such as "to be" and "to have."
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 Use  specific  nouns. Specific  nouns  identify  a 

particular  person,  place,  or  thing.  Avoid  using 

general nouns, such as "thing" and "stuff."

 Use  active  voice. Active  voice  makes  your 

writing more direct  and engaging.  Avoid using 

passive  voice,  which  can  make  your  writing 

seem weak and indirect.

 Eliminate  unnecessary  words  and  phrases. 

Take a critical look at your writing and identify 

any words or phrases that do not add any new 

information. Cut these words and phrases out of 

your writing.

By  following  these  tips,  you  can  eliminate 

redundancies  and  wordiness  from  your  writing  and 

make it more clear, concise, and effective.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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