
Chronicle of Steel: The American Legacy 

of International Harvesters

Introduction

International Harvester tractors have left an indelible 

mark  on  the  American  landscape.  Once  the  largest 

manufacturer  of  farm  equipment  in  the  world, 

International  Harvester  produced  tractors  that  were 

renowned for their quality, durability, and innovation. 

In  the  hands  of  American  farmers,  these  machines 

helped to transform agriculture and played a vital role 

in feeding a growing nation.

From the early days of the McCormick-Deering merger 

to the rise of the Number Series and the development 

of  the  Axial-Flow  combine,  International  Harvester 

tractors  have  been  at  the  forefront  of  agricultural 

technology. The company's engineers were constantly 
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pushing the boundaries of innovation, developing new 

features and designs that made farming more efficient 

and productive.

International  Harvester  tractors  were  not  just 

machines;  they  were  also  symbols  of  American 

ingenuity and hard work. For generations of farmers, 

owning  an  International  Harvester  tractor  was  a 

source of pride and a testament to their dedication to 

their craft. These tractors were more than just a means 

of  livelihood;  they  were  also  a  part  of  the  family, 

passed down from generation to generation.

Today, International Harvester tractors are still highly 

sought-after  by  collectors  and  enthusiasts.  These 

machines are not only beautiful to look at, but they are 

also a reminder of a bygone era, when farming was a 

way of life and International Harvester tractors were 

an essential part of the American landscape.

In this book, we will take a journey through the history 

of International Harvester tractors, from their humble 

2



beginnings  to  their  rise  to  dominance  in  the 

agricultural industry. We will explore the innovations 

that made these tractors so popular and tell the stories 

of the farmers who relied on them to put food on the 

table.  We  will  also  take  a  look  at  the  legacy  of 

International  Harvester  tractors  and their  impact  on 

American culture.

Whether  you  are  a  farmer,  a  collector,  or  simply 

someone  who  appreciates  the  beauty  and  history  of 

these  iconic  machines,  we  hope  you  will  enjoy  this 

book.
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Book Description

International Harvester tractors are an American icon. 

For  generations,  these  machines  have  been 

synonymous with farming, innovation, and hard work. 

In this comprehensive and beautifully illustrated book, 

we take a journey through the history of International 

Harvester  tractors,  from  their  humble  beginnings  to 

their rise to dominance in the agricultural industry.

We explore the innovations that made these tractors so 

popular,  such  as  the  development  of  the  Farmall 

tractor, the introduction of the Number Series, and the 

creation  of  the  Axial-Flow combine.  We also  tell  the 

stories of the farmers who relied on these machines to 

put food on the table,  and we examine the legacy of 

International Harvester tractors in American culture.

Whether  you  are  a  farmer,  a  collector,  or  simply 

someone  who  appreciates  the  beauty  and  history  of 

these iconic machines, this book is for you. With over 
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200 pages of stunning photographs and detailed text, 

Chronicle  of  Steel is  the  definitive  guide  to 

International Harvester tractors.

Inside this book, you will find:

 A  comprehensive  history  of  International 

Harvester tractors, from their early days to their 

rise to dominance in the agricultural industry

 In-depth  profiles  of  some  of  the  most  popular 

International  Harvester  tractor  models, 

including  the  Farmall,  the  Number  Series,  and 

the Axial-Flow combine

 The  stories  of  the  farmers  who  relied  on 

International Harvester tractors to put food on 

the table

 A look at  the legacy of  International Harvester 

tractors in American culture

 Over  200  pages  of  stunning  photographs  and 

detailed text
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Chronicle  of  Steel is  the  definitive  guide  to 

International Harvester tractors. It is a must-have for 

anyone who loves these iconic machines. 
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Chapter 1: A Legacy of Innovation

The Birth of International Harvester

International Harvester, one of the most iconic names 

in  American agricultural  history,  was  born from the 

merger  of  two  companies:  McCormick  Harvesting 

Machine  Company  and  Deering  Harvester  Company. 

McCormick Harvesting Machine Company was founded 

in  1847  by  Cyrus  McCormick,  the  inventor  of  the 

mechanical  reaper.  Deering  Harvester  Company  was 

founded  in  1879  by  William  Deering,  a  successful 

businessman  who  saw  the  potential  of  the  farm 

machinery industry.

The merger of these two companies in 1902 created a 

new company that was larger and more powerful than 

either  of  its  predecessors.  International  Harvester 

quickly  became  a  leader  in  the  farm  machinery 

industry, and its tractors soon became known for their 

quality, durability, and innovation.
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One  of  the  most  important  factors  in  International 

Harvester's  success  was  its  commitment  to  research 

and  development.  The  company's  engineers  were 

constantly  working  on  new  and  improved  ways  to 

design and build tractors. This dedication to innovation 

led to the development of many important features that 

became standard on tractors, such as the power take-

off (PTO) and the hydraulic lift.

International Harvester also played a major role in the 

development of the farm tractor industry as a whole. 

The company's early tractors were among the first to 

be powered by gasoline engines, and its later tractors 

were  among  the  first  to  be  equipped  with  diesel 

engines.  International  Harvester  also  helped  to 

popularize the use of tractors in agriculture by offering 

a wide range of models that were tailored to the needs 

of farmers of all sizes.

By the early 20th century, International Harvester had 

become a global company, with operations in countries 
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all over the world. The company's tractors were used to 

farm the land and feed the people  of  many nations. 

International  Harvester's  legacy  of  innovation  and 

quality continues to this day, and its tractors are still 

used by farmers around the world.

International Harvester's early tractors were not very 

sophisticated by today's standards. They were powered 

by  small  gasoline  engines  and  had  limited  features. 

However,  these  early  tractors  were  still  a  major 

improvement  over  the  horse-drawn plows and other 

farm  implements  that  farmers  had  been  using  for 

centuries.

One  of  the  most  important  early  International 

Harvester  tractors  was  the  Model  8-16,  which  was 

introduced  in  1916.  The  Model  8-16  was  a  powerful 

tractor that was capable of  pulling a variety of  farm 

implements. It was also one of the first tractors to be 

equipped with a power take-off, which allowed farmers 
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to  use  the  tractor  to  power other  machines,  such as 

threshers and corn pickers.

The Model 8-16 was a major success for International 

Harvester, and it helped to establish the company as a 

leader  in  the  farm machinery  industry.  In  the  years 

that  followed,  International  Harvester  continued  to 

introduce new and improved tractor models, and the 

company's  tractors  soon  became  known  for  their 

quality, durability, and innovation.

International Harvester's tractors played a major role 

in  the  development  of  American  agriculture.  In  the 

early 20th century, most farmers still relied on horse-

drawn  plows  and  other  farm  implements.  However, 

the  introduction  of  tractors  made  it  possible  for 

farmers  to  work  their  land  more  efficiently  and 

productively.
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Tractors also made it possible for farmers to plant and 

harvest  larger  crops.  This  helped  to  increase  food 

production  and  lower  food  prices,  which  benefited 

consumers all across the country.

In  addition to  their  role  in  agriculture,  International 

Harvester tractors were also used in a variety of other 

industries,  such as construction,  logging,  and mining. 

The  company's  tractors  were  known  for  their 

versatility and durability, and they were used in a wide 

range of applications.

International  Harvester's  legacy  of  innovation  and 

quality continues to this day.  The company's tractors 

are still used by farmers and other businesses around 

the world. In addition, International Harvester tractors 

are  popular  among  collectors  and  enthusiasts,  who 

appreciate their beauty and historical significance.
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One  of  the  most  popular  International  Harvester 

tractors among collectors is the Farmall Super M. The 

Farmall Super M was introduced in 1947, and it quickly 

became one of the most popular tractors in the United 

States. The Farmall Super M was a versatile tractor that 

was capable of performing a wide range of tasks, and it 

was also relatively affordable.

Today,  the Farmall  Super  M is  still  a  popular  choice 

among collectors, and it is often used in parades and 

other events.  The tractor is also a popular choice for 

restoration  projects,  and  there  are  many  companies 

that specialize in restoring Farmall Super M tractors.
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Chapter 1: A Legacy of Innovation

The McCormick-Deering Merger

In  1902,  two  of  the  largest  farm  equipment 

manufacturers  in  the  United  States,  McCormick 

Harvesting Machine Company and Deering Harvester 

Company,  merged  to  form  International  Harvester 

Company. This merger was a major turning point in the 

history  of  American  agriculture,  as  it  created  a 

company  that  would  go  on  to  become  the  world's 

largest producer of farm equipment.

The  McCormick-Deering  merger  was  driven  by  a 

number of factors. First,  both companies were facing 

increasing  competition  from  smaller,  more  nimble 

manufacturers.  Second,  the  growing  popularity  of 

tractors  was  creating  a  new  market  for  farm 

equipment. Third, both McCormick and Deering were 

eager to expand their international reach.
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The  merger  was  a  success.  International  Harvester 

quickly became the dominant player in the American 

farm equipment market. The company's tractors were 

known  for  their  quality,  durability,  and  innovation. 

International Harvester also played a major role in the 

development of new agricultural technologies, such as 

the combine harvester.

The McCormick-Deering merger had a profound impact 

on American agriculture. By creating a single, powerful 

company,  the  merger  helped  to  accelerate  the 

mechanization  of  farming.  This  led  to  increased 

productivity  and  lower  food  prices.  The  merger  also 

helped to  spread the  use  of  tractors  and other  farm 

equipment to smaller farmers.

In addition to its impact on American agriculture, the 

McCormick-Deering  merger  also  had  a  significant 

impact  on  the  American  economy.  International 

Harvester was a major employer, and its products were 

used by farmers all across the country. The company 
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also played a role in the development of the American 

transportation system.

The  McCormick-Deering  merger  was  a  watershed 

moment  in  the  history  of  American  agriculture.  It 

created a company that would go on to play a major 

role in feeding the world.

International Harvester's Early Success

In  the  years  following  the  merger,  International 

Harvester  continued  to  grow  and  prosper.  The 

company's  tractors  were  in  high  demand,  and  the 

company was constantly expanding its product line. In 

addition  to  tractors,  International  Harvester  also 

produced  combines,  hay  balers,  and  other  farm 

equipment.

International Harvester's success was due in part to its 

commitment  to  innovation.  The company's  engineers 

were constantly developing new features and designs 

that  made its  tractors  more efficient  and productive. 
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For  example,  in  1924,  International  Harvester 

introduced  the  Farmall  tractor,  which  was  the  first 

tractor  specifically  designed  for  small  farmers.  The 

Farmall  was  a  huge  success,  and  it  helped  to 

revolutionize American agriculture.

International Harvester's Global Reach

International Harvester was also a major player in the 

global  farm  equipment  market.  The  company  had 

factories  in  Canada,  Europe,  and  Asia.  International 

Harvester's tractors were used by farmers all over the 

world.

The  company's  global  reach  gave  it  a  unique 

perspective  on  the  challenges  facing  farmers. 

International  Harvester  was  able  to  learn  from  the 

experiences of farmers in different countries and apply 

those lessons to its products. This made International 

Harvester's tractors more versatile and adaptable than 

those of its competitors.
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International Harvester's Legacy

International Harvester's  legacy is  one of innovation, 

quality,  and  service.  The  company's  tractors  were 

known for their durability and reliability. Farmers all 

over  the  world  relied  on  International  Harvester 

tractors  to  help  them  feed  their  families  and 

communities.

International  Harvester's  legacy  is  also  one  of  social 

responsibility.  The  company  was  a  major  employer, 

and  it  played  a  role  in  the  development  of  the 

American  economy.  International  Harvester  also 

played  a  role  in  the  development  of  the  American 

transportation system.
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Chapter 1: A Legacy of Innovation

The Farmall Revolution

In  the 1920s,  American agriculture was in  a  state  of 

crisis. The nation's farmers were struggling to keep up 

with  the  growing  demand  for  food,  and  many  were 

forced  to  abandon  their  farms.  The  Farmall  tractor, 

introduced by International Harvester in 1924, was a 

game-changer. This revolutionary tractor was designed 

specifically  for  small  farmers,  and it  quickly  became 

the most popular tractor in America.

The Farmall tractor was a versatile machine that could 

be  used  for  a  variety  of  tasks,  from  plowing  and 

planting to harvesting and hauling. It was also easy to 

operate and maintain, making it ideal for farmers who 

had  little  experience  with  machinery.  The  Farmall 

tractor  helped to  revolutionize  American agriculture, 

making it possible for small farmers to compete with 

larger, more mechanized farms.
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One  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  Farmall 

tractor was its row-crop design. This design allowed the 

tractor  to  be  used  between  rows  of  crops,  without 

damaging the plants. This was a major advantage over 

previous tractors,  which could only be used in fields 

that were free of crops. The Farmall tractor also had a 

powerful engine and a sturdy construction, making it 

capable of handling even the most difficult tasks.

The  Farmall  tractor  was  an  immediate  success. 

Farmers  quickly  realized that  this  tractor  could help 

them to increase their productivity and profitability. In 

the  years  that  followed,  International  Harvester  sold 

hundreds  of  thousands  of  Farmall  tractors,  and  the 

company  became  the  leading  manufacturer  of  farm 

equipment in the world.

The  Farmall  tractor  had  a  profound  impact  on 

American agriculture. It helped to make farming more 

efficient and productive, and it played a major role in 

the growth of the American food industry. The Farmall 
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tractor  is  still  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most 

important  tractors  ever  made,  and it  is  still  used by 

farmers all over the world.

The Farmall tractor is a testament to the ingenuity and 

innovation of American farmers and engineers. It is a 

symbol  of  the  American  spirit  of  hard  work  and 

determination. The Farmall tractor is a reminder of the 

important role that agriculture plays in our lives, and it 

is a legacy that will continue to inspire generations to 

come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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