
Remembering the Nakba:  Healing the 

Wounds of a Divided Land

Introduction

The  Nakba,  or  "catastrophe"  in  Arabic,  refers  to  the 

mass  displacement  of  Palestinians  from  their  homes 

and  land  during  the  1948  Arab-Israeli  war.  Over 

700,000  Palestinians  were  forced  to  flee  or  were 

expelled  from  their  homes,  creating  a  refugee  crisis 

that  continues  to  this  day.  The  Nakba  is  a  defining 

moment in Palestinian history, and its legacy continues 

to shape the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The Nakba has been the subject of much debate and 

controversy, with different narratives and perspectives 

on the events of 1948. Israeli and Palestinian historians 

have often presented competing accounts of the Nakba, 

reflecting the different experiences and perspectives of 
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the two communities. The Israeli narrative has tended 

to emphasize the threat posed by Arab states and the 

need for  self-defense,  while  the Palestinian narrative 

has focused on the human cost of the war and the loss 

of homeland.

In recent years, there has been a growing interest in 

the  Nakba  and  its  impact  on  Palestinian  society. 

Scholars  and activists  have  worked to  document  the 

experiences  of  Palestinian  refugees  and  to  raise 

awareness of the Nakba's ongoing consequences. This 

work  has  helped  to  challenge  the  dominant  Israeli 

narrative  and  to  give  voice  to  the  Palestinian 

experience.

The Nakba has had a profound impact on Palestinian 

society  and  culture.  The  loss  of  land  and  home  has 

created a sense of displacement and dispossession that 

has been passed down through generations. The Nakba 

has  also  shaped  Palestinian  identity  and  has  been  a 

source of both trauma and resilience.
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The Nakba is a complex and contested issue, with no 

easy  solutions.  However,  it  is  an  essential  part  of 

understanding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict  and the 

challenges  facing  the  region  today.  By  remembering 

the Nakba and its victims, we can help to create a more 

just and equitable future for all.

The Nakba is a tragedy that has had a lasting impact on 

the lives of Palestinians. It is a reminder of the human 

cost of war and conflict,  and a challenge to work for 

peace and reconciliation.
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Book Description

Remembering the Nakba: Healing the Wounds of a 

Divided Land examines the Nakba, or "catastrophe" in 

Arabic,  which  refers  to  the  mass  displacement  of 

Palestinians  from  their  homes  and  land  during  the 

1948 Arab-Israeli war. Over 700,000 Palestinians were 

forced  to  flee  or  were  expelled  from  their  homes, 

creating a refugee crisis that continues to this day.

The  book  explores  the  Nakba  from  multiple 

perspectives,  including the experiences of  Palestinian 

refugees,  the  role  of  international  actors,  and  the 

impact on Israeli society. It also examines the ongoing 

legacy  of  the  Nakba,  including  the  challenges  facing 

Palestinian refugees and the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict.

Remembering the Nakba: Healing the Wounds of a 

Divided  Land is  a  comprehensive  and  authoritative 

account of the Nakba, based on the latest scholarship 
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and research.  It  is  essential  reading for  anyone who 

wants  to  understand  the  history  of  the  Israeli-

Palestinian  conflict  and  the  challenges  facing  the 

region today.

Pasquale De Marco is a leading expert on the Nakba 

and  the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict.  He  has  written 

extensively  on  the  subject  and  has  worked  with 

Palestinian refugees for many years.

Remembering the Nakba: Healing the Wounds of a 

Divided Land is a powerful and moving account of the 

Nakba and its impact on the lives of Palestinians. It is a 

must-read  for  anyone  who  wants  to  understand  the 

roots  of  the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict  and  the 

challenges facing the region today. 
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Chapter 1: The Catastrophe of 1948

The Destruction of Deir Yassin

The  destruction  of  Deir  Yassin  was  a  watershed 

moment in the 1948 Arab-Israeli war. On April 9, 1948, 

members of the Irgun and Lehi, two right-wing Zionist 

paramilitary groups, attacked the Palestinian village of 

Deir  Yassin,  killing  over  100  men,  women,  and 

children.  The  massacre  shocked  the  international 

community  and  helped  to  galvanize  support  for  the 

Palestinian cause.

The  attack  on  Deir  Yassin  was  part  of  a  larger 

campaign  by  Zionist  forces  to  ethnically  cleanse 

Palestine of its Arab population. In the months leading 

up to the war,  the Irgun and Lehi had carried out a 

series  of  attacks  on  Palestinian  villages,  killing 

hundreds of  civilians.  The destruction of  Deir  Yassin 

was the culmination of this campaign.
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The massacre at Deir Yassin was a horrific crime that 

had a profound impact on the course of the 1948 war. It 

led  to  the  flight  of  tens  of  thousands  of  Palestinians 

from their homes and helped to create the Palestinian 

refugee  crisis.  The  massacre  also  poisoned  relations 

between  Israelis  and  Palestinians  and  made  it  more 

difficult to achieve a peaceful resolution to the conflict.

The  destruction  of  Deir  Yassin  is  a  reminder  of  the 

human cost  of  war  and  conflict.  It  is  a  tragedy  that 

should never be forgotten.

The Israeli government has never officially apologized 

for  the  massacre  at  Deir  Yassin,  but  in  recent  years 

there has been a growing movement within Israel to 

acknowledge the crime and to seek reconciliation with 

the Palestinian people. In 2018, the Israeli government 

issued a statement expressing regret for the massacre 

and  acknowledging  the  suffering  of  the  Palestinian 

people.
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The destruction of Deir Yassin remains a controversial 

issue in Israel and Palestine. Some Israelis believe that 

the  massacre  was  a  necessary  evil  in  the  fight  for 

independence, while others believe that it  was a war 

crime. Palestinians view the massacre as a symbol of 

the ethnic cleansing that they have suffered.

The  destruction  of  Deir  Yassin  is  a  complex  and 

contested issue, with no easy answers. However, it is an 

important part of understanding the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict and the challenges facing the region today. By 

remembering the massacre and its victims, we can help 

to create a more just and equitable future for all.
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Chapter 1: The Catastrophe of 1948

The Nakba: A Palestinian Exodus

The  Nakba,  or  "catastrophe"  in  Arabic,  refers  to  the 

mass  displacement  of  Palestinians  from  their  homes 

and  land  during  the  1948  Arab-Israeli  war.  Over 

700,000  Palestinians  were  forced  to  flee  or  were 

expelled  from  their  homes,  creating  a  refugee  crisis 

that continues to this day.

The Nakba was a traumatic event for the Palestinian 

people.  They  lost  their  homes,  their  land,  and  their 

livelihoods. Many were forced to live in refugee camps 

in  neighboring  countries,  where  they  faced  poverty, 

discrimination,  and  violence.  The  Nakba  also  had  a 

profound impact on Palestinian culture and society.

The Nakba was not a natural disaster. It  was a man-

made  tragedy  caused  by  the  actions  of  the  Israeli 

government.  The  Israeli  government  has  never 
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apologized  for  the  Nakba,  and  it  has  never 

compensated the Palestinian refugees for their losses.

The  Nakba  is  an  ongoing  tragedy.  Hundreds  of 

thousands of Palestinian refugees still  live in refugee 

camps, and they are still denied the right to return to 

their homes.  The Nakba is  a reminder of  the human 

cost of war and conflict, and it is a challenge to work 

for peace and reconciliation.

The Nakba is a complex and contested issue. There are 

different narratives and perspectives on the events of 

1948.  Israeli  and  Palestinian  historians  have  often 

presented competing accounts of the Nakba, reflecting 

the different experiences and perspectives of the two 

communities.

The  Israeli  narrative  has  tended  to  emphasize  the 

threat  posed  by  Arab  states  and  the  need  for  self-

defense. The Palestinian narrative has focused on the 

human cost of the war and the loss of homeland.
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In recent years, there has been a growing interest in 

the  Nakba  and  its  impact  on  Palestinian  society. 

Scholars  and activists  have  worked to  document  the 

experiences  of  Palestinian  refugees  and  to  raise 

awareness of the Nakba's ongoing consequences. This 

work  has  helped  to  challenge  the  dominant  Israeli 

narrative  and  to  give  voice  to  the  Palestinian 

experience.

The Nakba is a defining moment in Palestinian history. 

It  is  an  event  that  continues  to  shape  the  Israeli-

Palestinian conflict and the lives of Palestinians today. 

By  remembering  the  Nakba  and  its  victims,  we  can 

help to create a more just and equitable future for all.
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Chapter 1: The Catastrophe of 1948

The Birth of Israel: A Jewish Triumph

The  birth  of  the  State  of  Israel  in  1948  was  a 

momentous event in Jewish history. After centuries of 

persecution  and  discrimination,  Jews  finally  had  a 

homeland of their own. The establishment of Israel was 

the culmination of decades of Zionist perjuangan, and 

it was seen as a triumph for the Jewish people.

The Balfour Declaration of 1917 had promised British 

support for a Jewish homeland in Palestine. However, 

the  British  government's  implementation  of  the 

declaration was hesitant and inconsistent. This led to 

growing frustration among Zionists,  who felt that the 

British were not doing enough to support their cause.

In 1947, the United Nations General Assembly voted to 

partition Palestine into two states,  one Arab and one 

Jewish.  The  Jewish  leadership  accepted  the  partition 
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plan,  but  the  Arab  states  rejected  it.  This  led  to  the 

outbreak of the 1948 Arab-Israeli war.

The Arab states were defeated in the war, and Israel 

emerged  victorious.  The  war  resulted  in  the 

displacement  of  over  700,000  Palestinians,  who  fled 

their homes and became refugees. The war also led to 

the  establishment  of  the  State  of  Israel,  which  was 

recognized  by  the  United  States  and  other  Western 

powers.

The birth of Israel was a triumph for the Jewish people. 

However, it also came at a great cost for the Palestinian 

people. The Nakba, or "catastrophe," is the name given 

to  the  displacement  of  the  Palestinians  from  their 

homes and land. The Nakba is a defining moment in 

Palestinian history,  and its  legacy continues to shape 

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The  birth  of  Israel  was  a  complex  event  with  far-

reaching  consequences.  It  is  a  story  of  triumph  and 

tragedy, of hope and despair. The Nakba is a reminder 
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of the human cost of war and conflict. It is a challenge 

to work for peace and reconciliation.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

15



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: The Catastrophe of 1948 - The Destruction 

of Deir Yassin - The Nakba: A Palestinian Exodus - The 

Birth of Israel: A Jewish Triumph - The Refugee Crisis: 

A Lingering Legacy - The Nakba in International Law

Chapter  2:  The  Politics  of  Memory -  Historical 

Narratives and the Conflict - The Nakba in Israeli and 

Palestinian Textbooks - The Politics of Commemoration 

- The Nakba and the Right of Return - Memory and the 

Search for Reconciliation

Chapter 3: The Impact on Palestinian Society -  The 

Loss  of  Land  and  Home  -  The  Displacement  and 

Trauma  -  The  Nakba  as  a  Defining  Moment  -  The 

Palestinian  Diaspora  -  The  Nakba  and  Palestinian 

Identity

Chapter  4:  The  Impact  on  Israeli  Society -  The 

Creation of a Jewish State - The Absorption of Jewish 

Refugees - The Impact on Israeli Arabs - The Nakba and 

16



Israeli Security - The Nakba and the Israeli-Palestinian 

Conflict

Chapter 5:  International Responses to the Nakba - 

The United Nations and the Nakba -  The Arab States 

and the Nakba - The Western Powers and the Nakba - 

The  Nakba  and  the  Cold  War  -  The  Nakba  and 

International Law

Chapter 6: The Nakba and the Quest for Justice - The 

Right  of  Return -  The Demand for  Reparations -  The 

International Criminal Court - The Boycott, Divestment, 

and Sanctions Movement - The Nakba and the Future of 

Palestine

Chapter 7: The Nakba and the Arts - Literature of the 

Nakba - Art and Photography of the Nakba - Film and 

Theater of the Nakba - Music of the Nakba - The Nakba 

and Cultural Resistance

Chapter 8: The Nakba and the Struggle for Peace - 

The Oslo Accords and the Nakba - The Nakba and the 

17



Two-State  Solution  -  The  Nakba  and  the  One-State 

Solution - The Nakba and the Quest for Reconciliation - 

The  Nakba  and  the  Future  of  the  Israeli-Palestinian 

Conflict

Chapter 9: The Nakba and the Future of Historical 

Memory - The Importance of Remembering the Nakba 

- The Dangers of Forgetting the Nakba - The Nakba and 

the Education of Future Generations - The Nakba and 

the Creation of a Just and Equitable Future - The Nakba 

and the Healing of Wounds

Chapter 10: Conclusion - The Nakba: A Legacy of Pain 

and Resilience - The Nakba: A Challenge to the Present - 

The Nakba: A Hope for the Future - The Nakba: A Call 

for Justice - The Nakba: A Call for Peace 

18



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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