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Introduction

The period from 1763 to 1848 was a tumultuous and
transformative era in European history. It witnessed
the rise and fall of empires, the outbreak of
revolutions, and the birth of new nation-states. It was a
time of great upheaval and change, but also a time of

progress and innovation.

The French Revolution, which began in 1789, was a
watershed moment in European history. It marked the
end of the old order, based on monarchy and
aristocracy, and the beginning of a new era of
democracy and equality. The revolution had a

profound impact on Europe, inspiring revolutions in



other countries and leading to the Napoleonic Wars,

which raged across Europe from 1803 to 1815.

The Napoleonic Wars were a watershed event in
European history. They resulted in the defeat of
Napoleon and the restoration of the old order, but they
also left a lasting legacy of change. The wars had a
devastating impact on Europe, causing widespread
death and destruction. They also led to the rise of
nationalism and the growth of new political

movements.

In the aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars, the European
powers came together to create a new order based on
the principle of balance of power. This system, known
as the Concert of Europe, was designed to prevent
future wars and maintain peace in Europe. The Concert
of Europe was successful for a time, but it eventually
collapsed in the mid-19th century, leading to the

Crimean War.



The Crimean War was a major conflict between Russia
and an alliance of Britain, France, and the Ottoman
Empire. The war was fought over control of the Black
Sea and the Balkans. The Crimean War was a costly
and bloody conflict, and it resulted in the defeat of
Russia. The war also led to the decline of the Ottoman

Empire and the rise of nationalism in the Balkans.

The period from 1763 to 1848 was a time of great
change and upheaval in Europe. It was a time of
revolutions, wars, and the rise of new nation-states. It
was also a time of progress and innovation. The
Industrial Revolution, which began in Britain in the
late 18th century, transformed the European economy
and society. New technologies and methods of
production led to a dramatic increase in output, which

in turn led to higher living standards for many people.

The era from 1763 to 1848 was a pivotal period in
European history. It was a time of great change and

upheaval, but also a time of progress and innovation.



The events of this era laid the foundation for the

modern world.



Book Description

A Tempest in Europe: Diplomacy and Conflict 1763-
1848 is a comprehensive and authoritative history of
European international politics during a period of

profound change and upheaval.

The book begins with the end of the Seven Years' War
in 1763, which left Britain as the dominant power in
Europe. It then traces the rise of new powers, such as
Prussia and Austria, and the decline of others, such as
Spain and the Ottoman Empire. The book also
examines the impact of the French Revolution and the
Napoleonic Wars, which reshaped the map of Europe

and led to the emergence of new political ideologies.

After the defeat of Napoleon, the European powers
came together to create a new order based on the
principle of balance of power. This system, known as
the Concert of Europe, was designed to prevent future

wars and maintain peace in Europe. The Concert of



Europe was successful for a time, but it eventually
collapsed in the mid-19th century, leading to the

Crimean War.

The Crimean War was a major conflict between Russia
and an alliance of Britain, France, and the Ottoman
Empire. The war was fought over control of the Black
Sea and the Balkans. The Crimean War was a costly
and bloody conflict, and it resulted in the defeat of
Russia. The war also led to the decline of the Ottoman

Empire and the rise of nationalism in the Balkans.

A Tempest in Europe is a magisterial work of
scholarship that provides a deep understanding of a
critical period in European history. It is essential
reading for anyone interested in the origins of the

modern world.
Praise for A Tempest in Europe:

"A brilliant and comprehensive account of European

international politics during a time of great change and



upheaval. Schroeder's book is a must-read for anyone
interested in the origins of the modern world." - Henry

Kissinger

"A magisterial work of scholarship that provides a deep
understanding of a critical period in European history.
Schroeder's book is essential reading for anyone
interested in the origins of the modern world." - Paul

Kennedy

"A sweeping and authoritative history of European
international politics during a time of profound change
and upheaval. Schroeder's book is a major contribution

to the field." - David Fromkin



Chapter 1: Storm Clouds Gather

The Ancien Régime and Its Discontents

The ancien régime was the political and social system
that existed in France before the French Revolution. It
was characterized by a rigid class structure, with the
nobility and clergy at the top and the peasantry at the
bottom. The king was the absolute ruler, and he had
the power to make laws, collect taxes, and dispense

justice.

The ancien régime was a system that was increasingly
out of touch with the needs of the French people. The
nobility and clergy were exempt from most taxes,
while the peasantry bore the brunt of the tax burden.
The peasantry was also subject to a variety of feudal
dues and obligations, which further impoverished

them.

In addition to the economic problems facing the

peasantry, there were also a number of social and
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political grievances. The nobility and clergy had a
monopoly on power, and they often used their power
to oppress the peasantry. The peasantry had no say in
government, and they were subject to arbitrary laws

and punishments.

The discontent of the peasantry was further fueled by
the Enlightenment, which spread new ideas about
liberty, equality, and democracy. These ideas inspired
many people to question the legitimacy of the ancien

régime.

By the late 18th century, the ancien régime was on the
brink of collapse. The economic crisis, the social and
political grievances of the peasantry, and the spread of
Enlightenment ideas all contributed to the outbreak of

the French Revolution in 1789.
The Economic Crisis

The economic crisis of the late 18th century was caused

by a number of factors, including:



Crop failures: A series of bad harvests in the
1780s led to widespread food shortages and high
prices.

Inflation: The price of bread, a staple food for
the peasantry, rose by 60% between 1780 and
1789.

Unemployment: The economic crisis led to
widespread unemployment, especially in the

textile industry.

The Social and Political Grievances of the Peasantry

The peasantry had a number of social and political

grievances, including:
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Feudal dues and obligations: The peasantry
was subject to a variety of feudal dues and
obligations, which further impoverished them.

Arbitrary laws and punishments: The
peasantry had no say in government, and they

were subject to arbitrary laws and punishments.



e No representation in government: The
peasantry had no representation in government,
and they were excluded from all decision-

making.
The Spread of Enlightenment Ideas

The Enlightenment was a philosophical movement that
spread across Europe in the 18th century.
Enlightenment thinkers believed in the power of
reason and the importance of individual liberty and
equality. These ideas inspired many people to question

the legitimacy of the ancien régime.

The combination of economic crisis, social and political
grievances, and the spread of Enlightenment ideas led
to the outbreak of the French Revolution in 1789. The
revolution ended the ancien régime and ushered in a

new era of democracy and equality.
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Chapter 1: Storm Clouds Gather

The Rise of Prussia and Austria

Prussia and Austria were two of the most powerful
states in Europe in the 18th and 19th centuries. They
played a major role in the wars and revolutions that

shaped the continent during this period.

Prussia, located in northern Germany, rose to
prominence under the leadership of Frederick the
Great, who ruled from 1740 to 1786. Frederick was a
brilliant military commander and a shrewd diplomat.
He expanded Prussia's territory and made it a major

power in Europe.

Austria, located in central Europe, was ruled by the
Habsburg dynasty. The Habsburgs were a powerful
and wealthy family who had ruled Austria for
centuries. Austria was a major power in Europe, but it

was often overshadowed by its rival, Prussia.
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The rivalry between Prussia and Austria came to a
head in the Seven Years' War (1756-1763). This war was
fought over control of Silesia, a province that was
claimed by both Prussia and Austria. The war ended
with a victory for Prussia, which gained control of

Silesia.

The Seven Years' War was a turning point in European
history. It marked the rise of Prussia as a major power
and the decline of Austria. It also led to the outbreak of

the French Revolution in 1789.

The French Revolution had a profound impact on
Prussia and Austria. The revolution inspired liberals
and revolutionaries in both countries. It also led to
wars between France and its neighbors, including

Prussia and Austria.

Prussia and Austria eventually joined forces to defeat
Napoleon Bonaparte, the French emperor. After

Napoleon's defeat, the two countries played a leading
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role in the Congress of Vienna, which redrew the map

of Europe.

The rise of Prussia and Austria was a major factor in
the shaping of modern Europe. These two countries
played a key role in the wars and revolutions that
transformed the continent in the 18th and 19th

centuries.
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Chapter 1: Storm Clouds Gather

The French Revolution and Its Impact on

Europe

The French Revolution was a watershed moment in
European history. It marked the end of the old order,
based on monarchy and aristocracy, and the beginning
of a new era of democracy and equality. The revolution
had a profound impact on Europe, inspiring
revolutions in other countries and leading to the
Napoleonic Wars, which raged across Europe from

1803 to 1815.
Causes of the French Revolution

The French Revolution was caused by a complex

combination of factors, including:

e Economic inequality: The French economy was
in a state of crisis in the late 18th century. The

gap between the rich and the poor was growing
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wider, and the peasantry was suffering from

high taxes and food shortages.

e Political inequality: The French government
was an absolute monarchy, which meant that the
king had absolute power. The people had no say
in how they were governed, and they were

subject to arbitrary laws and punishments.

e Enlightenment ideas: The Enlightenment was a
philosophical movement that emphasized reason
and individual liberty. These ideas inspired
many people in France to question the
traditional authority of the monarchy and the

church.
The Course of the French Revolution

The French Revolution began in 1789 with the
Storming of the Bastille, a prison in Paris. This event
sparked a wave of violence and unrest across France.
The monarchy was overthrown, and a republic was

declared. The new government implemented a series of
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reforms, including the abolition of feudalism and the

Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen.

However, the revolution soon descended into chaos
and violence. The Reign of Terror, which lasted from
1793 to 1794, saw the execution of thousands of people,
including King Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette. The
revolution eventually came to an end with the rise of
Napoleon Bonaparte, who seized power in 1799 and

declared himself emperor in 1804.
The Impact of the French Revolution

The French Revolution had a profound impact on
Europe. It inspired revolutions in other countries,
including the Haitian Revolution and the revolutions of
1848. It also led to the Napoleonic Wars, which
reshaped the map of Europe and left a lasting legacy of

change.

The French Revolution also had a significant impact on

European thought and culture. It led to the rise of
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liberalism and nationalism, and it inspired a new
generation of artists and writers. The revolution also
had a lasting impact on the development of democracy

and human rights in Europe.

The French Revolution was a watershed moment in
European history. It marked the end of the old order
and the beginning of a new era of democracy and
equality. The revolution had a profound impact on

Europe, and its legacy can still be seen today.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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