
Under the Reign of Her Royal Majesty

Introduction

The Victorian Era,  named after Queen Victoria's long 

reign  from  1837  to  1901,  was  a  period  of  immense 

change and progress in Britain. It was a time of great 

economic, social, and political transformation, as well 

as a time of great cultural and intellectual achievement.

Queen Victoria herself was a complex and fascinating 

figure. She was a strong and determined monarch who 

presided over a period of unprecedented growth and 

prosperity.  She  was  also  a  devoted wife  and mother 

who was deeply affected by the death of her beloved 

husband, Prince Albert, in 1861.

During  Victoria's  reign,  Britain  became  the  world's 

leading industrial and imperial power. The Industrial 

Revolution  transformed  the  country's  economy  and 
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society, leading to the growth of cities, the rise of the 

middle class, and the expansion of the British Empire. 

Britain's  global  empire  reached  its  peak  during 

Victoria's reign, as the country acquired vast territories 

in Africa, Asia, and the Americas.

The Victorian Era was also a time of great social and 

political  change.  The  Reform  Acts  of  1832  and  1867 

expanded the right to vote to more men, and the Public 

Health Act of 1848 improved living conditions for many 

working-class people. The Education Act of 1870 made 

elementary education compulsory for children aged 5 

to  12,  and  the  Factory  Acts  regulated  working 

conditions in factories and mines.

The Victorian Era was also a time of great cultural and 

intellectual  achievement.  The  Victorian  novel 

flourished,  with  writers  such  as  Charles  Dickens, 

William  Makepeace  Thackeray,  and  George  Eliot 

producing some of the most enduring works of English 

literature.  The  Victorian  poets,  such  as  Alfred,  Lord 
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Tennyson and Robert Browning, also produced some of 

the most memorable and beloved poems in the English 

language.

The Victorian Era came to an end with the death of 

Queen Victoria in 1901. Her death marked the end of 

an era of unprecedented progress and prosperity, and 

the beginning of  a new century that would see even 

greater changes in the world.

Queen Victoria's reign was a time of great change and 

progress for Britain. She was a strong and determined 

monarch who presided over a period of unprecedented 

growth and prosperity.  She  was  also  a  devoted  wife 

and mother who was deeply affected by the death of 

her beloved husband, Prince Albert, in 1861.

During  Victoria's  reign,  Britain  became  the  world's 

leading industrial and imperial power. The Industrial 

Revolution  transformed  the  country's  economy  and 

society, leading to the growth of cities, the rise of the 

middle class, and the expansion of the British Empire. 
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Britain's  global  empire  reached  its  peak  during 

Victoria's reign, as the country acquired vast territories 

in Africa, Asia, and the Americas.
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Book Description

Step into the remarkable era of Queen Victoria's reign, 

a time of unprecedented transformation and progress 

for Britain. From 1837 to 1901, Queen Victoria presided 

over  a  period  that  witnessed  sweeping  changes  in 

industry, society, politics, and culture.

Immerse yourself  in  the life  and times of  this  iconic 

monarch,  whose  strength  and  determination  guided 

Britain  through  both  triumphs  and  challenges. 

Discover  the  profound  impact  of  her  reign  on  the 

nation's growth and prosperity, as well as the personal 

struggles she faced as a devoted wife and mother.

Unravel  the intricate tapestry of  the Victorian Era,  a 

time of  rapid industrialization and urban expansion. 

Witness the rise of the middle class, the expansion of 

the British Empire, and the remarkable achievements 

in  science  and  technology.  Delve  into  the  social  and 

political  reforms  that  shaped  Victorian  society, 
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including the expansion of voting rights, improvements 

in public health, and the establishment of compulsory 

education.

Explore the rich cultural legacy of the Victorian Era, a 

period that saw the flourishing of literature, art,  and 

music. Be captivated by the timeless works of Charles 

Dickens,  William  Makepeace  Thackeray,  and  George 

Eliot, and immerse yourself in the evocative poetry of 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson and Robert Browning. Discover 

the artistic masterpieces of the Pre-Raphaelites and the 

Gothic Revival,  and appreciate the innovations of the 

Arts and Crafts Movement.

Journey through the challenges and triumphs of Queen 

Victoria's  reign,  from  the  economic  hardships  and 

social  unrest  to  the  glorious  celebrations  of  her 

Diamond Jubilee. Understand the complex relationship 

between  the  monarchy  and  the  people,  and  gain 

insights into the forces that shaped the Victorian Era.
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This  captivating book takes  you on a  comprehensive 

journey  through  the  Victorian  Era,  offering  a  vivid 

portrait  of  a  time  that  continues  to  fascinate  and 

inspire. Through engaging storytelling and meticulous 

research, it brings to life the people, events, and ideas 

that defined this remarkable period in British history.
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Chapter 1: The Regal Matriarch

The Early Years of Queen Victoria

Queen Victoria was born Alexandrina Victoria on May 

24, 1819, at Kensington Palace in London. She was the 

only  child  of  Prince  Edward,  Duke  of  Kent  and 

Strathearn,  the  fourth  son  of  King  George  III,  and 

Princess  Victoria  of  Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld.  Victoria's 

father died when she was just eight months old, and 

she  was  raised  by  her  mother  and  her  governess, 

Louise Lehzen.

Victoria's childhood was not always a happy one. Her 

mother  was  strict  and  overprotective,  and  Victoria 

often felt lonely and isolated. However, she was also a 

bright and intelligent child, and she developed a love of 

learning and the arts.

In 1837, Victoria's uncle, King William IV, died without 

any legitimate children. Victoria, as the next in line to 

the throne, became Queen of the United Kingdom at the 
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age of just 18. Her coronation took place on June 28, 

1838, at Westminster Abbey.

Victoria's  early  years  as  queen  were  marked  by 

political  instability  and  economic  hardship.  The 

country was in the midst of the Industrial Revolution, 

and there was widespread poverty and unemployment. 

However,  Victoria  was  determined  to  be  a  good 

monarch, and she worked hard to learn about her new 

role. She also relied heavily on the advice of her Prime 

Minister, Lord Melbourne.

In 1840, Victoria married Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg-

Gotha. Albert was a handsome and intelligent man, and 

he  quickly  became  Victoria's  trusted  advisor.  The 

couple had nine children together, and their marriage 

was a happy one.

Victoria's  reign  was  a  time  of  great  change  and 

progress for Britain.  The country became the world's 

leading  industrial  power,  and  the  British  Empire 
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expanded  to  its  greatest  extent.  Victoria  was  also  a 

popular monarch, and she was loved by her people.

Victoria died on January 22, 1901, at the age of 81. She 

was  the  longest-reigning  monarch  in  British  history, 

and  her  death  was  mourned  by  people  all  over  the 

world.
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Chapter 1: The Regal Matriarch

The Influence of Queen Victoria's Mother, the 

Duchess of Kent

Victoria's  mother,  Victoria  Mary  Louisa  Augusta 

Pauline  Charlotte  Catherine  of  Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld, 

known  as  the  Duchess  of  Kent,  was  a  complex  and 

influential  figure  in  her  daughter's  life.  She  was  a 

strong-willed and ambitious woman who played a key 

role in shaping Victoria's education and upbringing.

The Duchess of Kent was born in 1786 to Francis, Duke 

of  Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld,  and  Augusta  Caroline  of 

Reuss-Ebersdorf. She was the sister of Leopold I, King 

of the Belgians. In 1818, she married Edward, Duke of 

Kent, the fourth son of King George III. Their only child, 

Victoria, was born the following year.

The Duchess of Kent was a devoted mother who was 

determined  to  give  her  daughter  the  best  possible 

education. She hired a team of tutors to teach Victoria a 
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wide range of  subjects,  including history,  geography, 

mathematics,  and  languages.  She  also  instilled  in 

Victoria a strong sense of duty and responsibility.

When  Victoria's  father  died  in  1820,  the  Duchess  of 

Kent  became the sole  guardian of  her  daughter.  She 

continued  to  oversee  Victoria's  education  and 

upbringing, and she played a key role in preparing her 

for her future role as queen.

The  Duchess  of  Kent  was  a  controversial  figure.  She 

was often criticized for her interfering nature and her 

ambition for  her  daughter.  However,  she was also  a 

devoted mother who loved her daughter deeply.  She 

played a key role in shaping Victoria's character and 

preparing her for her future role as queen.

The Duchess of Kent died in 1861, just a few months 

before Victoria's Golden Jubilee.  She had lived to see 

her  daughter  become one  of  the  most  powerful  and 

respected monarchs in the world.
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Chapter 1: The Regal Matriarch

Queen Victoria's Marriage to Prince Albert

Queen  Victoria's  marriage  to  Prince  Albert  of  Saxe-

Coburg and Gotha in 1840 was a love match that would 

have a profound impact on both her personal life and 

her reign. Albert was a handsome and intelligent young 

man who was devoted to Victoria, and she to him. He 

was also a progressive thinker who shared Victoria's 

desire  to  use  the  monarchy  to  promote  social  and 

political reform.

The marriage was initially met with some opposition 

from Victoria's mother, the Duchess of Kent, and from 

some members of the British government. They were 

concerned  that  Albert  would  be  too  influential  in 

Victoria's affairs, and that he would overshadow her as 

monarch. However, Victoria was determined to marry 

Albert, and she eventually overcame all objections.
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The marriage was a happy and successful one. Albert 

was  a  devoted  husband  and  father,  and  he  was  a 

valuable advisor to Victoria. He helped her to navigate 

the complex world of politics, and he supported her in 

her efforts to improve the lives of her subjects.

Albert's  death  in  1861  was  a  devastating  blow  to 

Victoria. She was inconsolable, and she went into deep 

mourning.  She never fully recovered from his death, 

and she wore black for the rest of her life.

Despite  her  grief,  Victoria  continued  to  reign  for 

another 40 years. She became a symbol of stability and 

continuity in a  time of  great  change.  She was also a 

popular monarch, and she was loved and respected by 

her subjects.

Victoria's marriage to Albert was a defining moment in 

her life and reign. It was a love match that brought her 

great happiness, and it also gave her the strength and 

support  she  needed to  rule  Britain  during  a  time of 

great change and progress.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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