
The Wise Management of Wilderness

Introduction

The  Wise  Management  of  Wilderness provides 

comprehensive guidance for managing and protecting 

wilderness areas. It is a valuable resource for anyone 

involved  in  wilderness  management,  including  land 

managers,  conservationists,  recreationists,  and 

researchers.

The Wise Management of Wilderness is divided into 

ten chapters, each of which covers a different aspect of 

wilderness management. The chapters are as follows:

1. Wilderness Principles

2. Wilderness Planning

3. Wilderness Protection

4. Wilderness Recreation

5. Wilderness Wildlife
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6. Wilderness Vegetation

7. Wilderness Water Resources

8. Wilderness Geology

9. Wilderness Cultural Resources

10. Wilderness and Climate Change

Each chapter is written by an expert in the field, and 

provides  a  thorough  overview  of  the  topic.  The 

chapters are well-researched and up-to-date, and they 

provide a wealth of information that is useful for both 

practitioners and researchers.

The  Wise  Management  of  Wilderness is  also  a 

valuable  resource  for  anyone  who  is  interested  in 

learning more about wilderness. The book provides a 

comprehensive overview of  the history,  ecology,  and 

management of wilderness areas. It is also a valuable 

resource for  anyone who is  interested in  the role  of 

wilderness in our society.

I  hope  that  you  find  The  Wise  Management  of 

Wilderness to be a valuable resource. I believe that it 
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is  an  essential  guide  for  anyone  who  is  involved  in 

wilderness management,  and I  hope that  it  will  help 

you  to  better  understand  and  appreciate  the 

importance of wilderness. 
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Book Description

The Wise Management of Wilderness is the definitive 

guide to wilderness management. Written by a team of 

experts, this book provides comprehensive coverage of 

all aspects of wilderness management, from planning 

and protection to recreation and education.

The Wise Management of Wilderness is divided into 

ten chapters, each of which covers a different aspect of 

wilderness management. The chapters are as follows:

1. Wilderness Principles

2. Wilderness Planning

3. Wilderness Protection

4. Wilderness Recreation

5. Wilderness Wildlife

6. Wilderness Vegetation

7. Wilderness Water Resources

8. Wilderness Geology

9. Wilderness Cultural Resources
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10. Wilderness and Climate Change

Each chapter is written by an expert in the field, and 

provides  a  thorough  overview  of  the  topic.  The 

chapters are well-researched and up-to-date, and they 

provide a wealth of information that is useful for both 

practitioners and researchers.

The  Wise  Management  of  Wilderness is  also  a 

valuable  resource  for  anyone  who  is  interested  in 

learning more about wilderness. The book provides a 

comprehensive overview of  the history,  ecology,  and 

management of wilderness areas. It is also a valuable 

resource for  anyone who is  interested in  the role  of 

wilderness in our society.

Whether  you  are  a  land  manager,  conservationist, 

recreationist, researcher, or simply someone who loves 

wilderness,  The Wise Management of Wilderness is 

the  essential  guide  to  understanding  and  managing 

wilderness areas. 
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Chapter 1: Wilderness Principles

Roots of wilderness values

Wilderness  values  are  deeply  rooted  in  the  human 

experience. For centuries, people have been drawn to 

wild  places  for  their  beauty,  solitude,  and  spiritual 

renewal.  Wilderness  provides  us  with  a  sense  of 

connection to the natural world and a reminder of our 

place in it.

The idea of  wilderness  as  a  place of  special  value is 

relatively new. It  was not until  the 19th century that 

people  began  to  articulate  the  importance  of 

preserving wilderness for its own sake. In the United 

States,  the  first  national  park,  Yellowstone,  was 

established in 1872. This was followed by the creation 

of other national parks and wilderness areas, including 

the Grand Canyon, Yosemite, and the Boundary Waters 

Canoe Area Wilderness.
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Today,  wilderness  areas  are  recognized  for  their 

ecological,  recreational,  and  spiritual  values.  They 

provide  habitat  for  a  wide  variety  of  plants  and 

animals,  offer  opportunities  for  outdoor  recreation, 

and serve as a source of inspiration and renewal for 

people of all ages.

There  are  many  different  reasons  why  people  value 

wilderness.  Some people are drawn to the beauty of 

wild places,  while others appreciate the solitude and 

peace that  can be found in nature.  Still  others value 

wilderness for its ecological importance, or for its role 

in our cultural heritage.

Whatever the reason, wilderness is a precious resource 

that deserves to be protected. It is a place where we can 

connect with the natural world, learn about our place 

in it, and find solace and inspiration.

Paragraph 2
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The roots of wilderness values can be traced back to 

the  earliest  humans.  Our  ancestors  lived  in  close 

contact with nature, and they relied on the wilderness 

for  food,  shelter,  and  other  resources.  Over  time, 

humans  developed  a  deep  connection  to  the  natural 

world,  and  they  came  to  appreciate  the  beauty  and 

value of wild places.

Paragraph 3

In the 19th century, a number of factors contributed to 

the growing appreciation of wilderness. One factor was 

the  Romantic  movement,  which  emphasized  the 

importance  of  emotion  and  imagination.  Romantic 

writers and artists celebrated the beauty of nature, and 

they  helped  to  inspire  a  new  appreciation  for  wild 

places.

Paragraph 4

Another  factor  that  contributed  to  the  growing 

appreciation of wilderness was the rise of science. In 
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the 19th century, scientists began to study the natural 

world in a more systematic way. This led to a greater 

understanding  of  the  importance  of  wilderness  for 

ecological and scientific reasons.

Paragraph 5

The  growing  appreciation  of  wilderness  led  to  the 

establishment  of  the  first  national  parks  and 

wilderness areas. These protected areas were set aside 

to  preserve  the  beauty  and  value  of  wild  places  for 

future generations.

Paragraph 6

Today,  wilderness  areas  are  recognized  for  their 

ecological,  recreational,  and  spiritual  values.  They 

provide  habitat  for  a  wide  variety  of  plants  and 

animals,  offer  opportunities  for  outdoor  recreation, 

and serve as a source of inspiration and renewal for 

people of all ages.
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Chapter 1: Wilderness Principles

Diversity of wilderness

Wilderness is not a monolithic entity. It exists in a wide 

variety  of  forms,  from  remote  and  pristine  areas  to 

heavily used and managed landscapes.  This  diversity 

reflects  the  many  different  ways  that  humans  have 

interacted with wilderness throughout history.

One way to  categorize wilderness  is  by its  degree of 

human  influence.  At  one  end  of  the  spectrum  are 

pristine  wilderness  areas,  which  have  been  largely 

untouched  by  human activity.  These  areas  are  often 

found  in  remote  locations,  such  as  the  Arctic 

wilderness or the Amazon rainforest. At the other end 

of the spectrum are urban wilderness areas, which are 

heavily influenced by human activity. These areas may 

include parks, greenways, and other natural areas that 

are located within or near urban centers.
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Between  these  two  extremes  is  a  wide  range  of 

wilderness  areas  that  have  been  subject  to  varying 

degrees of human influence. These areas may include 

managed  wilderness  areas,  which  are  actively 

managed  to  protect  their  natural  values  while  still 

allowing for some human use; and roaded wilderness 

areas,  which  are  accessible  by  roads  and  may  be 

subject to other forms of human development.

The  diversity  of  wilderness  is  reflected  in  the  many 

different ways that it is used and enjoyed. Some people 

seek out wilderness areas for solitude and recreation, 

while  others  value  them  for  their  ecological  and 

scientific importance. Wilderness areas can provide a 

variety of benefits, including opportunities for physical 

and  mental  health,  spiritual  reflection,  and 

environmental education.

The  diversity  of  wilderness  is  also  a  challenge  for 

managers. They must find ways to protect wilderness 

areas  while  still  allowing  for  human  use  and 
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enjoyment. This can be a difficult task, as it  requires 

balancing  the  needs  of  different  stakeholders  and 

managing for a variety of different values.

Despite  the  challenges,  the  diversity  of  wilderness  is 

also its strength. It allows for a wide range of uses and 

experiences,  and  it  provides  a  valuable  resource  for 

both humans and wildlife.
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Chapter 1: Wilderness Principles

Wilderness as a resource

Wilderness  areas  provide a  variety  of  resources  that 

are  important  to  both  humans  and  wildlife.  These 

resources include:

 Water: Wilderness  areas  are  often headwaters 

for rivers and streams,  and they provide clean 

water  for  drinking,  irrigation,  and  other 

purposes.

 Timber: Wilderness  areas  contain  valuable 

timber  resources,  which  can  be  used  for 

construction and other purposes.

 Minerals: Wilderness  areas  often  contain 

valuable mineral resources, such as gold, silver, 

and copper.

 Recreation: Wilderness  areas  provide 

opportunities  for  a  variety  of  recreational 
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activities,  such as hiking,  camping,  fishing,  and 

hunting.

 Science: Wilderness areas provide opportunities 

for scientific research on a variety of topics, such 

as ecology, geology, and climate change.

Wilderness  areas  are  a  valuable  resource  for  both 

humans  and  wildlife.  They  provide  a  variety  of 

benefits,  including  clean  water,  timber,  minerals, 

recreation,  and scientific  research.  It  is  important  to 

manage wilderness areas carefully to ensure that these 

benefits are available for future generations.

Wilderness areas are also important for their own sake. 

They  are  places  of  beauty  and  solitude,  and  they 

provide  a  sense  of  connection  to  the  natural  world. 

Wilderness  areas  are  a  part  of  our  natural  heritage, 

and they should be protected for future generations.

However, the resources provided by wilderness areas 

are  not  without  their  challenges.  The  extraction  of 

timber and minerals can damage the environment, and 
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recreation  can  impact  wildlife  and  vegetation.  It  is 

important  to  manage  these  activities  carefully  to 

minimize their impact on the wilderness.

One of the biggest challenges facing wilderness areas is 

climate change. Climate change is causing the glaciers 

in wilderness areas to melt, and it is also changing the 

distribution of plants and animals. These changes are 

having  a  significant  impact  on  the  ecology  of 

wilderness areas, and it is important to manage them 

carefully to ensure that they continue to provide the 

benefits that we rely on.

Despite the challenges, wilderness areas are a valuable 

resource that we must protect. They provide a variety 

of benefits, and they are a part of our natural heritage. 

We must manage wilderness areas carefully to ensure 

that they continue to provide these benefits for future 

generations.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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