
An Unforeseen Puzzle

Introduction

Carmela Bertrand glanced around her quaint  French 

Quarter scrapbooking shop, Memory Mine, as the Crop 

Till You Drop event hummed with activity. The air was 

thick  with  anticipation  and  the  sound  of  scissors 

snipping and glue sticks gliding across paper. Tonight's 

all-night scrapbooking session had attracted a diverse 

group  of  scrapbookers,  each  with  their  own  unique 

style and story to tell.

Among  them  was  Sarah,  a  young  woman  who  was 

meticulously arranging photos from her recent trip to 

Europe. Beside her sat Emily, a seasoned scrapbooker 

who was helping her elderly mother create a memory 

book of her life. In the corner, a group of friends were 

laughing  and  chatting  as  they  worked  on  a 
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collaborative  scrapbook  documenting  their  annual 

girls' trip.

Carmela  smiled  as  she  watched  her  customers,  each 

engrossed in their own creative project. She loved the 

sense  of  community  that  scrapbooking  fostered,  the 

way it  brought people together to share their  stories 

and memories. Tonight was no exception. The shop was 

filled with laughter,  conversation,  and the occasional 

gasp  of  delight  as  someone  discovered  a  perfect 

embellishment or layout.

But  as  the  night  wore  on,  Carmela  couldn't  shake  a 

feeling of  unease.  As  the clock neared midnight,  she 

noticed that  one of  her  customers,  the  owner  of  the 

neighboring  antiques  shop,  was  missing.  At  first, 

Carmela assumed that he had simply stepped out for a 

break, but as time went on and he still hadn't returned, 

she began to worry.

Carmela's  unease turned to dread when she heard a 

commotion outside. She rushed to the back entrance of 
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the shop and found a group of people gathered in the 

alleyway. Her heart sank as she saw the police tape and 

the body of the antiques shop owner lying lifeless on 

the ground.

In  that  moment,  Carmela  knew  that  her  life  would 

never be the same. Not only had a murder taken place 

just  steps  away  from  her  shop,  but  she  and  her 

customers  had  become  the  focus  of  the  police 

investigation. Carmela was determined to find the truth 

and clear her name, even if it meant putting herself in 

danger.
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Book Description

In the heart of New Orleans' vibrant French Quarter, 

Carmela Bertrand's quaint scrapbooking shop, Memory 

Mine, is a haven for creativity and self-expression. But 

when  a  late-night  scrapbooking  session  turns  into  a 

crime  scene,  Carmela  finds  herself  thrust  into  a 

dangerous mystery.

As the owner of the neighboring antiques shop is found 

murdered in the alley behind Memory Mine, Carmela 

and her customers become the prime suspects in the 

police investigation. Determined to clear her name and 

protect  her  friends,  Carmela  embarks  on  a  quest  to 

uncover the truth.

With  her  trusty  sidekick,  Max,  a  rescued  dachshund 

with a knack for finding trouble, Carmela delves into 

the victim's past, uncovering a tangled web of secrets, 

hidden  grudges,  and  unrequited  love.  As  she  pieces 
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together the clues, Carmela realizes that the killer may 

be closer than she thinks.

As the body count rises, Carmela finds herself in a race 

against  time to stop a ruthless murderer before they 

strike again. With each new revelation, she puts herself 

in danger, but she's determined to bring justice to the 

victims and restore peace to her beloved community.

In this gripping mystery, Carmela must use her keen 

observation skills and her love of scrapbooking to solve 

the puzzle before the killer silences her forever. With 

twists and turns that will keep you on the edge of your 

seat,  An  Unforeseen  Puzzle  is  a  story  of  courage, 

friendship, and the power of the human spirit.
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Chapter 1: A Gathering of Scrapbookers

The Memory Mine scrapbooking shop

Carmela Bertrand's scrapbooking shop, Memory Mine, 

was a haven for creativity and self-expression. Nestled 

in  the  heart  of  the  French  Quarter,  the  shop  was  a 

charming  oasis  filled  with  colorful  papers,  patterned 

fabrics, and an eclectic collection of embellishments.

The walls were adorned with framed scrapbook pages, 

each one a  unique work of  art.  Some pages told the 

story  of  a  family  vacation,  while  others  preserved 

memories  of  special  events  like  weddings, 

anniversaries,  and  birthdays.  There  were  pages 

dedicated  to  hobbies,  pets,  and  even  everyday 

moments  that  had  been  transformed  into  beautiful 

keepsakes.

Carmela had opened Memory Mine five years earlier, 

after a successful  career in corporate marketing.  She 

had always loved scrapbooking,  and she dreamed of 
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creating a space where people could come together to 

share their passion for the craft. The shop had quickly 

become a popular destination for scrapbookers of all 

levels, from beginners to experienced artists.

Carmela  prided  herself  on  providing  her  customers 

with  a  welcoming  and  supportive  environment.  She 

was always willing to offer advice and guidance, and 

she frequently  hosted workshops and classes  to  help 

people  learn  new  scrapbooking  techniques.  She  also 

organized  regular  Crop  Till  You  Drop  events,  which 

were  all-night  scrapbooking  sessions  that  allowed 

customers to work on their projects in the company of 

fellow enthusiasts.

The  Crop  Till  You  Drop  event  on  the  night  of  the 

murder  was  no  different.  The  shop  was  filled  with 

people  from  all  walks  of  life,  each  with  their  own 

unique  story  to  tell.  There  was  a  palpable  sense  of 

excitement in the air as people gathered around tables 

laden with supplies, eager to start creating.
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Little did they know that their night of crafting would 

soon  be  shattered  by  a  shocking  crime,  and  that 

Memory Mine would become the center of a murder 

investigation.
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Chapter 1: A Gathering of Scrapbookers

Carmela Bertrand, the shop owner

Carmela Bertrand was a woman of many talents. She 

was a gifted scrapbooker, a savvy businesswoman, and 

a pillar of her community in the French Quarter of New 

Orleans. Her quaint scrapbooking shop, Memory Mine, 

was  more  than  just  a  place  of  business—it  was  a 

gathering place for friends, neighbors, and anyone who 

shared a love of preserving memories through the art 

of scrapbooking.

Carmela had a warm and welcoming personality that 

made  everyone  feel  at  home.  She  had  a  knack  for 

connecting with people from all walks of life, and she 

always had a listening ear and a kind word for those in 

need. Her customers adored her, and they knew that 

they could always count on her for expert advice and 

encouragement.
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Carmela's passion for scrapbooking was infectious. She 

loved  sharing  her  knowledge  and  skills  with  others, 

and she was always eager to help her customers create 

beautiful and meaningful scrapbooks. She believed that 

scrapbooking  was  more  than just  a  hobby—it  was  a 

way  to  tell  stories,  preserve  memories,  and  connect 

with loved ones.

Under Carmela's leadership, Memory Mine had become 

a thriving business. The shop was always bustling with 

activity,  and  customers  came  from  far  and  wide  to 

attend Carmela's workshops and classes. Carmela was 

proud of  the  success  of  her  shop,  but  she  was  even 

more proud of  the  community  that  she  had created. 

Memory  Mine  was  more  than  just  a  store—it  was  a 

place where people could come together,  share their 

stories, and make lasting memories.

On the night of the Crop Till You Drop event, Carmela 

was  excited  to  welcome  a  diverse  group  of 

scrapbookers to her shop. She knew that they were in 
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for  a  special  treat,  and  she  was  eager  to  see  what 

creative projects they would come up with. But as the 

night wore on, Carmela's excitement turned to dread 

when she discovered that the owner of the neighboring 

antiques shop had been murdered.
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Chapter 1: A Gathering of Scrapbookers

The Crop Till You Drop event

Carmela Bertrand had been hosting Crop Till You Drop 

events  at  her  scrapbooking  shop,  Memory  Mine,  for 

years.  They were always popular,  but tonight's  event 

seemed to have a  special  energy.  Perhaps it  was the 

excitement of the holiday season, or maybe it was just 

the fact  that everyone was eager to get  together and 

share their love of scrapbooking.

Whatever the reason,  Carmela could tell  that  tonight 

was going to be a special night. The shop was packed 

with scrapbookers of all ages and skill levels, all eager 

to spend the night crafting and creating.

In  the  center  of  the  room,  a  group  of  friends  were 

working  on  a  collaborative  scrapbook  documenting 

their  annual  girls'  trip.  They  were  laughing  and 

chatting as they added photos and embellishments to 

the pages.
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In another corner, a young woman named Sarah was 

meticulously arranging photos from her recent trip to 

Europe. She was using a combination of traditional and 

digital  scrapbooking  techniques  to  create  a  truly 

unique album.

And at  the  back of  the  shop,  Emily  was  helping her 

elderly  mother  create  a  memory  book  of  her  life. 

Emily's mother had always been a talented storyteller, 

and Emily was determined to capture her stories in a 

beautiful and lasting way.

Carmela  moved  around  the  shop,  chatting  with  her 

customers and admiring their work. She loved seeing 

the  different  ways  that  people  expressed  themselves 

through  scrapbooking.  Each  page  was  a  unique 

reflection of the person who created it.

As  the  night  wore  on,  the  energy  in  the  shop  only 

seemed  to  increase.  The  scrapbookers  were  all 

engrossed in their projects, and the sound of scissors 
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snipping and glue sticks gliding across paper filled the 

air.

Carmela  smiled  as  she  watched  her  customers.  She 

knew that tonight was going to be a memorable night 

for everyone involved.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

15



Table of Contents

Chapter  1:  A  Gathering  of  Scrapbookers *  The 

Memory Mine scrapbooking shop * Carmela Bertrand, 

the shop owner * The Crop Till You Drop event * The 

eclectic  group  of  scrapbookers  *  The  murder  of  the 

antiques shop owner

Chapter 2:  Clues and Suspicions *  The discovery of 

the body * The police investigation begins * Carmela 

and her customers become suspects * The search for 

clues * Secrets and hidden agendas

Chapter 3: Digging Deeper * Carmela's determination 

to  find  the  truth  *  Uncovering  the  victim's  past  * 

Investigating  the  antiques  shop  *  Questioning  the 

scrapbookers * A hidden room and its secrets

Chapter 4: Shifting Alliances * New suspects emerge * 

Friendships  are  tested  *  Loyalties  are  divided  * 

Carmela faces danger * A race against time

16



Chapter 5: Unraveling the Past * The victim's troubled 

history * A long-held grudge * Uncovering a dark secret 

* Connecting the dots * A shocking revelation

Chapter 6: The Trap * Carmela sets a trap * The killer 

takes the bait * A dangerous confrontation * The truth 

is revealed * Justice is served

Chapter  7:  Healing  and  Moving  Forward *  The 

aftermath of the murder * Carmela and her customers 

find  closure  *  The  Memory  Mine  reopens  *  A  new 

beginning * A renewed appreciation for life

Chapter 8: The Art of Scrapbooking * The history of 

scrapbooking * Different types of scrapbooking * Basic 

scrapbooking techniques * Creative scrapbooking ideas 

* Scrapbooking as a form of self-expression

Chapter 9: Scrapbooking Tips and Tricks * Choosing 

the right materials * Organizing your supplies * Laying 

out your pages * Adding embellishments * Preserving 

your memories

17



Chapter 10: Scrapbooking as Therapy * The benefits 

of scrapbooking * Scrapbooking as a way to cope with 

grief * Scrapbooking as a way to connect with others * 

Scrapbooking  as  a  way  to  tell  your  story  * 

Scrapbooking as a way to leave a legacy 

18



This extract presents the opening three 
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 
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