
The Knowledge Trap

Introduction

Higher  education  in  America  is  facing  a  crisis.  The 

system is failing students, taxpayers, and the nation as 

a whole. In this book, Pasquale De Marco takes a hard 

look  at  the  problems  plaguing  higher  education  and 

offers a plan for reform.

Pasquale De Marco argues that the current system is 

unsustainable. Tuition costs are rising at an alarming 

rate,  while  the  quality  of  education  is  declining. 

Students  are graduating with mountains of  debt  and 

few  job  prospects.  The  system  is  also  plagued  by 

academic  misconduct,  grade  inflation,  and  a  lack  of 

accountability.

Pasquale De Marco believes that  the only way to  fix 

higher education is to completely rethink the system. 
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He proposes  a  new model  of  education that  is  more 

affordable,  accessible,  and  accountable.  This  new 

model  would  emphasize  experiential  learning, 

competency-based  education,  and  online  learning.  It 

would  also  focus  on  preparing  students  for  the 

workforce  and  helping  them  succeed  in  the  21st-

century economy.

Pasquale De Marco is not afraid to challenge the status 

quo.  He  pulls  no  punches  in  his  critique  of  higher 

education, and he offers a bold vision for the future. 

Pasquale De Marco's  book is  a must-read for anyone 

who is concerned about the future of higher education 

in America.

The problems facing higher education are complex and 

interconnected.  There  is  no  single  solution  that  will 

solve all of them. However, Pasquale De Marco believes 

that the reforms he proposes can help to create a better 

system of higher education for everyone.
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Pasquale  De  Marco  has  spent  years  researching  and 

writing  about  higher  education.  He  has  a  deep 

understanding of the challenges facing the system, and 

he  is  committed  to  finding  solutions.  Pasquale  De 

Marco's book is a valuable contribution to the debate 

about the future of higher education in America.
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Book Description

In  The  Knowledge  Trap,  Pasquale  De  Marco  takes  a 

hard look at the problems plaguing higher education in 

America and offers a plan for reform.

Pasquale De Marco argues that the current system is 

unsustainable. Tuition costs are rising at an alarming 

rate,  while  the  quality  of  education  is  declining. 

Students  are graduating with mountains of  debt  and 

few  job  prospects.  The  system  is  also  plagued  by 

academic  misconduct,  grade  inflation,  and  a  lack  of 

accountability.

Pasquale De Marco believes that  the only way to  fix 

higher education is to completely rethink the system. 

He proposes  a  new model  of  education that  is  more 

affordable,  accessible,  and  accountable.  This  new 

model  would  emphasize  experiential  learning, 

competency-based  education,  and  online  learning.  It 

would  also  focus  on  preparing  students  for  the 
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workforce  and  helping  them  succeed  in  the  21st-

century economy.

Pasquale  De  Marco  does  not  shy  away  from 

controversy.  He  pulls  no  punches  in  his  critique  of 

higher education, and he offers a bold vision for the 

future.  Pasquale  De  Marco's  book is  a  must-read for 

anyone who is  concerned about the future of  higher 

education in America.

Pasquale  De  Marco  is  a  leading  expert  on  higher 

education. He has spent years researching and writing 

about  the  challenges  facing  the  system,  and  he  is 

committed  to  finding  solutions.  Pasquale  De  Marco's 

book is a valuable contribution to the debate about the 

future of higher education in America.

If you are a student, parent, educator, or policymaker, 

you  need  to  read  The  Knowledge  Trap.  Pasquale  De 

Marco offers a clear-eyed assessment of the problems 

facing  higher  education  and  a  roadmap  for  reform. 

Pasquale  De  Marco's  book  is  a  call  to  action  for 
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everyone  who  cares  about  the  future  of  higher 

education in America.
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Chapter 1: The Failing Higher Education 

System

Is Higher Education in America Underfunded

The American higher education system is plagued by a 

number  of  problems,  including  rising  tuition  costs, 

declining  quality  of  education,  and  a  lack  of 

accountability. One of the factors that has contributed 

to  these  problems  is  the  chronic  underfunding  of 

higher education.

Public funding for higher education has been declining 

for decades. In the 1960s, state and local governments 

provided  more  than  70%  of  the  funding  for  public 

colleges  and  universities.  Today,  that  number  has 

fallen  to  less  than  50%.  As  a  result,  colleges  and 

universities have been forced to raise tuition to make 

up for the lost revenue.

The  rising  cost  of  tuition  has  made  it  increasingly 

difficult for students to afford a college education. In 
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the past 30 years, the average cost of tuition and fees at 

public four-year colleges has increased by more than 

250%. This has led to a sharp increase in student debt. 

Today,  the average college graduate owes more than 

$30,000 in student loans.

The decline in public funding has also led to a decline 

in the quality of education. Class sizes have increased, 

faculty  salaries  have  stagnated,  and  resources  for 

students  have  been  cut.  As  a  result,  students  are 

receiving a less rigorous and less valuable education.

The  lack  of  accountability  in  higher  education  is 

another major problem. Colleges and universities are 

largely  self-regulated,  and  there  is  little  oversight  of 

their operations. This has allowed some institutions to 

engage  in  unethical  and  even  illegal  practices.  For 

example, some colleges have been accused of inflating 

their graduation rates, misleading students about their 

job  prospects,  and  engaging  in  predatory  lending 

practices.
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The  underfunding  of  higher  education  is  a  serious 

problem that is having a negative impact on students, 

taxpayers, and the economy as a whole. It is time for 

our elected officials to make a substantial investment 

in  higher  education.  We  need  to  increase  public 

funding for colleges and universities, and we need to 

hold these  institutions  accountable  for  the quality  of 

education they provide.

Investing in higher education is an investment in our 

future.  A  well-educated  workforce  is  essential  for  a 

strong economy. By providing students with the skills 

and knowledge they need to succeed, we can help them 

achieve  their  full  potential  and  contribute  to  the 

economic prosperity of our nation.
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Chapter 1: The Failing Higher Education 

System

The Impact of Rising Tuition Costs in America

The escalating cost of tuition fees in American higher 

education has become an increasingly pressing issue, 

posing significant challenges for students, families, and 

the nation as a whole. This alarming trend has led to a 

substantial  increase in student  debt,  placing a  heavy 

financial  burden  on  graduates  and  hindering  their 

ability to pursue further education or invest in other 

aspects  of  their  lives.  Furthermore,  the  soaring  costs 

have contributed to the growing inequality in access to 

higher  education,  exacerbating  socioeconomic 

disparities  and  limiting  opportunities  for  upward 

mobility.

The  financial  strain  caused  by  rising  tuition  fees  is 

undeniable.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  and  fees  at 

public  four-year  colleges  has  more  than tripled  over 
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the  past  three  decades,  far  outpacing  the  rate  of 

inflation. This surge has resulted in a dramatic increase 

in student loan debt,  with the total  amount owed by 

borrowers now exceeding $1.6 trillion. This staggering 

debt  burden  has  serious  implications  for  graduates, 

making it difficult for them to purchase homes, cars, or 

even save for retirement.

The rising cost of tuition has also led to a decline in 

college affordability and accessibility. In the past, many 

students were able to work part-time jobs or take out 

modest  loans  to  cover  their  educational  expenses. 

However, with tuition fees skyrocketing, it is becoming 

increasingly  difficult  for  students  from  low-income 

families to attend college without taking on excessive 

debt. This situation perpetuates a cycle of inequality, as 

students from wealthier backgrounds are more likely 

to  be  able  to  afford a  college  education,  while  those 

from disadvantaged backgrounds are priced out.
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The high cost of tuition also has a negative impact on 

the quality  of  education.  As  colleges and universities 

struggle  to  balance  their  budgets,  they  are  forced  to 

make cuts to faculty salaries, increase class sizes, and 

reduce  resources  for  students.  This  can  lead  to  a 

decline in the quality of teaching and a less supportive 

learning environment.

The  rising  cost  of  tuition  is  a  major  problem  facing 

higher education in America. It is a burden on students, 

families, and the nation as a whole. This issue needs to 

be addressed urgently to ensure that higher education 

remains accessible and affordable for all.
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Chapter 1: The Failing Higher Education 

System

How  Bureaucracy  Hamstrings  Higher 

Education

The American higher education system is often praised 

for  its  excellence  and  innovation.  However,  beneath 

the surface, a complex web of bureaucracy threatens to 

strangle  the  system  and  stifle  its  potential.  This 

bureaucracy  manifests  in  various  forms,  from 

excessive  regulations  and  paperwork  to  bloated 

administrative structures. The result is a system that is 

inefficient,  unresponsive,  and  increasingly 

unaffordable.

One  of  the  most  pervasive  forms  of  bureaucracy  in 

higher education is the overabundance of regulations. 

These regulations, which are often created with good 

intentions,  can  have  unintended  consequences.  For 

example,  regulations  governing  financial  aid  and 
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student loans have become so complex that they are 

difficult for students and administrators to understand. 

This complexity can lead to errors and delays, which 

can have a devastating impact on students'  ability to 

access higher education.

Another  major  source  of  bureaucracy  in  higher 

education  is  the  proliferation  of  administrative 

positions.  In  recent  decades,  the  number  of 

administrators  in  higher  education  has  grown  at  a 

much faster rate than the number of faculty members. 

This  growth has  led  to  a  top-heavy system in  which 

administrators  are  often  more  concerned  with 

following  rules  and  regulations  than  with  providing 

quality education. The result is a system that is more 

focused on compliance than on innovation.

The excessive bureaucracy in higher education has a 

number of  negative  consequences.  First,  it  drives  up 

the cost of tuition. A significant portion of the money 

that  students  pay  for  college  goes  to  administrative 
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costs.  This  means  that  less  money  is  available  for 

instruction  and  other  essential  services.  Second, 

bureaucracy can make it difficult for students to access 

higher  education.  The  complex  regulations  and 

paperwork  that  students  must  navigate  can  be 

daunting,  especially  for  first-generation  students  or 

students  from  disadvantaged  backgrounds.  Third, 

bureaucracy can stifle innovation. The constant need to 

comply  with  regulations  can  make  it  difficult  for 

faculty  members  to  experiment  with  new  teaching 

methods or develop new programs.

Bureaucracy is a serious problem in higher education. 

It is a major contributor to the rising cost of tuition, it 

makes  it  difficult  for  students  to  access  higher 

education, and it stifles innovation. If we want to create 

a higher education system that is affordable, accessible, 

and  innovative,  we  need  to  address  the  problem  of 

bureaucracy.
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To  address  the  problem  of  bureaucracy  in  higher 

education, we need to take a number of steps. First, we 

need to reduce the number of regulations that govern 

higher education. We also need to make the regulations 

that do exist more clear and concise. Second, we need 

to  reduce  the  number  of  administrative  positions  in 

higher education. We need to create a system in which 

faculty members have more say in the governance of 

their  institutions.  Third,  we need to  create  a  culture 

that  values  innovation  and  experimentation.  This 

means encouraging faculty members to try new things 

and take risks.

Addressing  the  problem  of  bureaucracy  in  higher 

education will not be easy. However, it is essential if we 

want to create a system that is affordable, accessible, 

and innovative.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

17



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: The Failing Higher Education System * Is 

Higher  Education  in  America  Underfunded?  *  The 

Impact  of  Rising  Tuition  Costs  in  America  *  How 

Bureaucracy Hamstrings Higher Education * Analyzing 

the Lack of Accountability in Higher Education * The 

Controversy Surrounding Affirmative Action Policies

Chapter 2:  The Substandard Quality of  Teaching * 

How Teaching Standards Have Eroded Over Time * The 

Problem  of  Grade  Inflation  *  The  Lack  of  Qualified 

Professors in Higher Education * The Impact of Adjunct 

Faculty  on  Education  Quality  *  Dealing  With  the 

Decline of Academic Rigor

Chapter 3: The Rampant Academic Misconduct * The 

Prevalence  of  Plagiarism  in  Higher  Education  *  The 

Issue  of  Cheating  in  Exams  and  Assignments  *  The 

Ethical  Violations  Committed  by  Faculty  Members  * 

18



Analyzing the Consequences of Dishonesty in Academia 

* Addressing the Causes of Academic Misconduct

Chapter 4:  The Stifling Intellectual  Environment * 

The  Culture  of  Political  Correctness  in  Higher 

Education  *  The  Attack  on  Free  Speech  on  College 

Campuses * The Decline of Open Dialogue and Debate * 

The  Threat  to  Academic  Freedom  in  America  * 

Preserving Intellectual Diversity in Higher Education

Chapter  5:  The  Broken  Research  Enterprise *  The 

Pressure to Publish Research Papers * The Problem of 

Research Misconduct * The Lack of Reproducibility in 

Scientific  Research  *  The  High  Cost  of  Research  in 

Higher  Education *  Reforming the  Research Funding 

System

Chapter 6: The Failed Promise of Higher Education * 

The  Diminishing  Returns  of  a  College  Degree  *  The 

Growing  Student  Loan  Debt  Crisis  *  The  High 

Unemployment  Rate  Among College  Graduates  *  The 

19



Skills Gap Between College Graduates and Employers' 

Needs * Rethinking the Value of Higher Education

Chapter 7: Reimagining Higher Education * The Need 

for a New Model of Higher Education * The Potential of 

Online  Learning  *  The  Advantages  of  Competency-

Based  Education  *  The  Importance  of  Experiential 

Learning * Creating a More Affordable and Accessible 

Higher Education System

Chapter  8:  The  Role  of  Government  in  Higher 

Education * The Federal Government's Role in Higher 

Education  *  The  State  Government's  Role  in  Higher 

Education * The Role of Local Governments in Higher 

Education  *  The  Need  for  Increased  Government 

Funding  of  Higher  Education  *  Reforming  the 

Accreditation Process

Chapter  9:  The  Responsibilities  of  Colleges  and 

Universities * The Duty to Provide a Quality Education 

* The Obligation to Serve the Public Good * The Need 

for  Transparency  and  Accountability  *  The 

20



Commitment  to  Diversity  and  Inclusion  *  Upholding 

the Values of Academic Freedom

Chapter 10:  The Future of Higher Education *  The 

Challenges  Facing  Higher  Education  *  The 

Opportunities  for  Higher  Education  *  The  Role  of 

Higher Education in a Changing World * Envisioning 

the  Future  of  Higher  Education  *  Building  a  Better 

Higher Education System 

21



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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