
The  Restoration  Guide  for  1968-1982 

Corvettes

Introduction

Whether you're a seasoned Corvette enthusiast or new 

to the world of classic car restoration, embarking on a 

journey  to  restore  a  1968-1982  Corvette  can be  both 

rewarding  and  challenging.  In  this  comprehensive 

guide,  we'll  take  you  step-by-step  through  the 

restoration process, providing you with the knowledge 

and expertise to bring your Corvette back to its former 

glory.

From setting goals and defining the restoration scope to 

evaluating  the  Corvette's  condition  and  sourcing  the 

necessary parts and supplies, we'll equip you with the 

essential  tools  to  plan  and  execute  your  restoration 

project successfully. We'll also delve into the intricate 
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details of the Corvette's anatomy, exploring its frame 

and  chassis  components,  engine  and  drivetrain, 

suspension and brakes, electrical system, and interior 

and trim. By understanding how these systems work 

together,  you'll  gain  a  deeper  appreciation  for  the 

engineering marvel that is the Corvette.

As you progress through the restoration process, we'll 

guide you through the meticulous task of restoring the 

Corvette's body, from assessing damage and repairing 

rust and corrosion to preparing body panels for paint 

and  applying  a  flawless  finish.  We'll  also  provide 

expert advice on rebuilding the Corvette's iconic engine 

and  transmission,  ensuring  that  your  Corvette 

performs as good as it looks.

Whether  you're  looking  to  enhance  the  Corvette's 

performance with suspension and brake upgrades or 

restore its interior to its original grandeur, we've got 

you  covered.  We'll  walk  you  through  the  process  of 

upgrading  the  Corvette's  suspension,  rebuilding  its 
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brakes,  and restoring its  interior,  paying attention to 

every detail to ensure a factory-original result.

Finally,  we'll  help  you  finalize  the  restoration  and 

showcase your Corvette to the world. From completing 

final assembly and performing quality control checks 

to preparing the Corvette for car shows and enjoying 

the fruits of your labor, we'll guide you through every 

step to ensure that your Corvette restoration project is 

a resounding success.

So, whether you're ready to embark on a restoration 

journey  or  simply  want  to  learn  more  about  these 

classic Corvettes, this book is your essential companion. 

With  its  detailed  instructions,  expert  insights,  and 

comprehensive  coverage,  you'll  have  everything  you 

need to restore your 1968-1982 Corvette to its former 

glory  and  enjoy  the  thrill  of  driving  a  piece  of 

automotive history.
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Book Description

Embark on a restoration journey with "The Restoration 

Guide for 1968-1982 Corvettes" and bring your classic 

American  muscle  car  back  to  its  former  glory.  This 

comprehensive  guide  is  your  trusted  companion, 

providing step-by-step instructions and expert  advice 

to restore your Corvette to factory-original condition.

From setting goals and defining the restoration scope to 

evaluating  the  Corvette's  condition  and  sourcing  the 

necessary parts and supplies, this book equips you with 

the  essential  tools  to  plan  and  execute  your  project 

successfully.  Delve  into  the  intricate  details  of  the 

Corvette's  anatomy,  exploring  its  frame  and  chassis 

components,  engine  and  drivetrain,  suspension  and 

brakes, electrical system, and interior and trim. Gain a 

deeper appreciation for the engineering marvel that is 

the Corvette by understanding how these systems work 

together.
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As you progress  through the restoration process,  the 

guide  meticulously  guides  you  through  restoring  the 

Corvette's  body.  Assess  damage,  repair  rust  and 

corrosion, prepare body panels for paint, and apply a 

flawless finish. Rebuild the Corvette's iconic engine and 

transmission to ensure it performs as good as it looks. 

Upgrade  the  suspension  and  brakes,  and  restore  the 

interior  to  its  original  grandeur,  paying  attention  to 

every detail to achieve a factory-original result.

Finally,  finalize  the  restoration  and  showcase  your 

Corvette  to  the  world.  Complete  final  assembly, 

perform quality  control  checks,  prepare  the  Corvette 

for car shows, and enjoy the fruits of your labor. With 

this  book  as  your  guide,  your  Corvette  restoration 

project will be a resounding success, and you'll have a 

piece  of  automotive  history  to  cherish  for  years  to 

come.

Whether you're a seasoned Corvette enthusiast or new 

to  classic  car  restoration,  "The Restoration Guide  for 
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1968-1982 Corvettes"  is  your essential  companion.  Its 

detailed  instructions,  expert  insights,  and 

comprehensive coverage empower you to restore your 

Corvette with confidence. Get ready to experience the 

thrill of driving a piece of automotive history, brought 

back to life through your own hands.
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Chapter 1: Embarking on a Restoration 

Journey

Setting Goals and Objectives

Before  embarking  on  your  Corvette  restoration 

journey, it's crucial to define your goals and objectives 

clearly.  This  will  serve as a roadmap throughout the 

project, helping you stay focused and make informed 

decisions. Here are some key considerations:

1. Determine Your Restoration Level: Decide the 

extent of restoration you aim to achieve. Are you 

seeking a complete and accurate factory-original 

restoration, a modified restoration with personal 

touches,  or  a  sympathetic  restoration  that 

preserves the Corvette's history?

2. Usage and Purpose: Envision how you intend to 

use  the  Corvette  once  restored.  Will  it  be 

primarily for show purposes, weekend cruising, 

or occasional track events? Your intended usage 
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will influence the restoration approach and the 

components you choose.

3. Budget and Timeline: Set a realistic budget for 

the restoration project,  considering factors  like 

labor costs, parts, materials, and any unforeseen 

expenses.  Establish  a  timeline  that  aligns  with 

your budget and availability, ensuring you have 

sufficient  time to  complete  the  project  without 

rushing.

4. Research and Knowledge: Familiarize yourself 

with the specific model year of your Corvette, its 

unique characteristics,  and any common issues 

or  challenges  associated  with  its  restoration. 

Consult restoration manuals, online forums, and 

experienced  Corvette  enthusiasts  to  gain 

valuable insights and avoid potential pitfalls.

5. Safety  and  Legal  Requirements: Ensure  you 

have the necessary tools, equipment, and safety 

gear to carry out the restoration safely. Comply 
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with any local regulations or legal requirements 

related to vehicle restoration and modifications 

in your area.

6. Documentation  and  Photography: Keep  a 

detailed  record  of  the  restoration  process 

through  photographs,  notes,  and  receipts.  This 

documentation  will  be  invaluable  for  future 

reference, troubleshooting, and showcasing your 

restoration efforts.

7. Long-Term  Preservation: Consider  how  you 

will maintain and preserve the Corvette once it's 

restored.  This  includes  regular  maintenance, 

storage  conditions,  and  protection  against 

elements like moisture and UV exposure.

By  setting  clear  goals  and  objectives,  you  lay  the 

foundation  for  a  successful  and  enjoyable  Corvette 

restoration journey, ensuring that the outcome aligns 

with your vision and expectations.
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Chapter 1: Embarking on a Restoration 

Journey

Defining the Restoration Scope

Before  embarking  on  your  Corvette  restoration 

journey,  it's  essential  to  define the restoration scope. 

This involves clearly outlining the goals and objectives 

for  the  project,  determining  the  extent  of  the 

restoration,  and  establishing  a  realistic  budget  and 

timeline. Here are some key considerations for defining 

the restoration scope:

1. Determine the Purpose of the Restoration:

 Identify  the  primary  purpose  of  the 

restoration. Are you restoring the Corvette 

for  personal  enjoyment,  to  participate  in 

car  shows,  or  to  increase  its  value? 

Understanding the purpose will help guide 

the restoration decisions.

2. Assess the Current Condition of the Corvette:
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 Conduct  a  thorough  inspection  of  the 

Corvette  to  assess  its  overall  condition. 

Evaluate  the  body,  frame,  engine, 

transmission,  suspension,  brakes, 

electrical  system,  and  interior.  Identify 

areas that require attention, such as rust, 

damage, or missing parts.

3. Set Realistic Goals:

 Set  realistic  and achievable  goals  for  the 

restoration. Consider the time, budget, and 

resources available. While it's tempting to 

aim  for  a  complete  and  concours-level 

restoration,  it's  essential  to  be  realistic 

about  what  can  be  accomplished  within 

your constraints.

4. Establish a Restoration Budget:

 Determine  the  financial  resources 

available for the restoration. Consider the 

cost  of  parts,  labor,  and  any  necessary 

equipment.  Create a  detailed budget  that 
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outlines  the  estimated  expenses  for  each 

aspect of the restoration.

5. Develop a Timeline:

 Establish  a  realistic  timeline  for  the 

restoration  project.  Consider  the 

complexity of the work, the availability of 

parts  and  labor,  and  any  personal  or 

professional  commitments  that  may 

impact the restoration process.

6. Consider Professional Assistance:

 If  you  lack  the  necessary  skills  or 

experience to complete certain aspects of 

the  restoration,  consider  hiring  qualified 

professionals. This may include bodywork, 

engine rebuilding, or electrical repairs.

7. Document the Restoration Process:

 Keep a detailed record of  the restoration 

process, including photographs, notes, and 

receipts.  This  documentation  will  be 
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invaluable  for  future  reference  and  can 

also enhance the value of the Corvette.

By carefully defining the restoration scope,  you'll  lay 

the foundation for a successful and rewarding project. 

This  will  help  you  stay  organized,  manage  your 

resources effectively, and achieve the desired outcome 

for your 1968-1982 Corvette restoration.
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Chapter 1: Embarking on a Restoration 

Journey

Evaluating the Corvette's Condition

Before embarking on the restoration journey of your 

1968-1982 Corvette, it's crucial to thoroughly evaluate 

its condition to determine the extent of work required 

and prioritize the necessary repairs or replacements. 

This  comprehensive  evaluation  involves  inspecting 

various  aspects  of  the  Corvette,  including  its  body, 

interior, engine, drivetrain, suspension, and electrical 

system.

Begin  by  conducting  a  visual  inspection  of  the 

Corvette's  exterior.  Look  for  any  signs  of  rust  or 

corrosion on the body panels,  frame, and suspension 

components.  Check for dents,  scratches,  or any other 

damage that may require attention. Examine the paint 

condition,  noting  any  fading,  chipping,  or  peeling. 

Assess  the  condition  of  the  glass,  trim,  and 
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weatherstripping  for  any  cracks,  leaks,  or 

deterioration.

Next, move to the interior of the Corvette. Inspect the 

seats, dashboard, and carpeting for signs of wear, tears, 

or  damage.  Check  the  condition  of  the  upholstery, 

headliner, and door panels. Examine the functionality 

of the gauges, switches, and controls. Test the operation 

of  the heating and ventilation system, as  well  as  the 

audio system.

Proceed  to  evaluate  the  Corvette's  engine  and 

drivetrain. Check the engine oil level and condition for 

any signs of leaks or contamination. Inspect the spark 

plugs, wires, and distributor cap for wear or damage. 

Examine  the  belts  and  hoses  for  cracks  or  fraying. 

Evaluate  the condition of  the exhaust  system,  noting 

any signs of leaks or damage.

Don't  forget  to  inspect  the Corvette's  suspension and 

steering  systems.  Check  the  condition  of  the  shocks, 

struts,  and  springs.  Examine  the  control  arms,  ball 
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joints,  and tie  rods  for  wear  or  damage.  Inspect  the 

steering  components,  including  the  steering  box, 

linkage, and rack and pinion (if equipped).

Finally,  assess  the  Corvette's  electrical  system.  Check 

the battery terminals and connections for corrosion or 

loose wires. Examine the wiring harness for any signs 

of  fraying  or  damage.  Test  the  functionality  of  the 

lights,  signals,  and horn. Inspect the fuses and relays 

for any blown or faulty components.

By thoroughly evaluating the Corvette's condition, you 

can  identify  the  areas  that  require  attention  and 

prioritize the necessary repairs or replacements. This 

comprehensive  assessment  will  help  you  plan  an 

effective  restoration  strategy,  ensuring  that  your 

Corvette is restored to its former glory.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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