
Designs of American Art

Introduction

American  art  is  a  diverse  and  vibrant  field  that 

encompasses a wide range of styles, media, and genres. 

From  the  early  days  of  the  colonial  period  to  the 

present day, American artists have created works of art 

that reflect the unique history, culture, and landscape 

of the United States.

One of the most distinctive features of American art is 

its  eclecticism.  American  artists  have  always  been 

willing  to  borrow  from  a  variety  of  sources,  both 

domestic and international. This openness to new ideas 

has resulted in a rich and varied artistic tradition that 

is constantly evolving.

Another important characteristic of American art is its 

focus on the individual. American artists have always 
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been interested in exploring the human condition and 

the role of the individual in society. This focus on the 

individual is reflected in the wide range of portraiture 

and landscape painting that has been produced in the 

United States.

In recent years, American art has become increasingly 

diverse,  reflecting  the  changing  demographics  of  the 

country. Artists from all backgrounds are now creating 

works of art that explore a wide range of themes and 

issues.  This  diversity  is  one of  the great  strengths of 

American art and ensures that it will continue to be a 

vital and dynamic force in the years to come.

American art has made a significant contribution to the 

world of art. American artists have helped to shape the 

development  of  modern  art  and  their  work  is  now 

represented  in  museums  and  galleries  around  the 

world. The vitality and diversity of American art is a 

testament  to  the  creativity  and  imagination  of  the 

American people.
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American art is a reflection of the American spirit. It is 

a  spirit  of  innovation,  independence,  and  optimism. 

American artists have always been willing to push the 

boundaries  of  artistic  expression and their  work has 

helped to shape the culture of the United States.
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Book Description

Designs of American Art is a comprehensive guide to 

the history, styles, and techniques of American art. This 

book covers a wide range of topics, including American 

furniture  design,  American  textile  design,  American 

glassware design, American ceramic design, American 

metalwork design, American jewelry design, American 

landscape  design,  American  interior  design,  and 

American architectural design.

With over 450 pages of content,  Designs of American 

Art is  the  most  comprehensive  book  on  the  subject 

available. This book is written in a clear and concise 

style,  making it  easy to understand for readers of all 

levels. The book is also profusely illustrated with over 

500 images, which help to bring the subject to life.

Whether you are a student of American art, a collector, 

or simply an interested reader,  Designs of American 

Art is the perfect book for you. This book will provide 

4



you  with  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the  history, 

styles, and techniques of American art.

Designs of  American Art is  written by Pasquale  De 

Marco, an expert on American art. Pasquale De Marco 

has written extensively on the subject and is a frequent 

lecturer on American art.

Designs  of  American  Art is  the  perfect  book  for 

anyone who wants to learn more about American art. 

This  book  is  a  valuable  resource  for  students, 

collectors, and interested readers alike. 

5



Chapter  1:  The  History  of  American 

Design

1. Early American design influences

The  early  settlers  of  the  United  States  brought  with 

them a variety of  design influences from their home 

countries.  These  influences  can  be  seen  in  the 

architecture,  furniture,  and  decorative  arts  of  the 

colonial period.

One  of  the  most  important  early  influences  on 

American design was the English Baroque style.  This 

style  was  characterized  by  its  use  of  elaborate 

ornamentation,  curved lines,  and rich colors.  English 

Baroque furniture was often made of mahogany and 

featured cabriole legs and claw-and-ball feet.

Another important early influence on American design 

was  the  Dutch  Rococo  style.  This  style  was 

characterized by its use of light and airy colors, delicate 

curves, and floral motifs. Dutch Rococo furniture was 
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often made of walnut and featured serpentine fronts 

and cabriole legs.

In  addition  to  these  European  influences,  American 

design  was  also  influenced  by  the  Native  American 

culture.  Native  American  motifs  can  be  seen  in  the 

beadwork, pottery, and textiles of the colonial period.

The early American design influences can still be seen 

in the architecture, furniture, and decorative arts of the 

United States  today.  These influences  have helped to 

shape the unique American design aesthetic.

American design has always been characterized by its 

eclecticism, its focus on the individual, and its spirit of 

innovation.  These  qualities  are  evident  in  the  early 

American  design  influences  that  have  shaped  the 

American design aesthetic.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  American 

Design

2. The Colonial period

The colonial period of American history lasted from the 

early  1600s  to  the  late  1700s.  During  this  time, 

European  settlers  established  colonies  along  the 

Atlantic coast of North America.  These colonies were 

initially dependent on their  European homelands for 

manufactured  goods,  but  over  time,  they  began  to 

develop their own unique style of art and design.

One  of  the  most  distinctive  features  of  colonial 

American  design  was  its  use  of  local  materials.  The 

settlers used wood, stone, and other natural resources 

to create furniture, tools, and other objects. They also 

adapted European design styles to suit their own needs 

and  tastes.  For  example,  they  often  simplified 

European  furniture  designs  to  make  them  more 

suitable for the rough conditions of frontier life.
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Another important characteristic of colonial American 

design  was  its  focus  on  function.  The  settlers  were 

primarily  concerned  with  creating  objects  that  were 

useful and durable. They did not place a high value on 

ornamentation  or  decoration.  As  a  result,  colonial 

American design is often characterized by its simplicity 

and practicality.

Of  course,  not  all  colonial  American  design  was 

functional.  The  settlers  also  created  a  variety  of 

decorative  objects,  such as  paintings,  sculptures,  and 

textiles.  These  objects  were  often  used  to  express 

religious or patriotic sentiments. They were also used 

to decorate homes and other buildings.

The colonial period was a time of great creativity and 

innovation in American design. The settlers created a 

unique style of art and design that reflected their own 

needs and values. This style would continue to evolve 

in  the  years  to  come,  but  it  would  always  retain  its 
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essential  character  of  simplicity,  functionality,  and 

beauty.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  American 

Design

3. The Federal period

The  Federal  period  in  American  design  lasted  from 

about 1780 to 1820. It was a time of great change in the 

United States, as the country grew and prospered after 

the  Revolutionary  War.  The  Federal  style  was 

influenced by a variety of sources, including classical 

architecture, French Rococo, and English Georgian.

Federal  furniture  is  characterized  by  its  clean  lines, 

simple forms, and elegant proportions. It is often made 

of  mahogany  or  other  fine  woods,  and  it  is  often 

decorated  with  inlays,  carvings,  and  other 

embellishments.  Federal  furniture  is  typically  very 

well-made, and it is often considered to be some of the 

finest furniture ever produced in the United States.

Federal architecture is also characterized by its clean 

lines  and  simple  forms.  Federal  buildings  are  often 
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made of brick or stone, and they are often decorated 

with columns,  pilasters,  and other classical  elements. 

Federal  architecture  is  often  very  elegant  and 

sophisticated, and it is often considered to be some of 

the  finest  architecture  ever  produced  in  the  United 

States.

The Federal period was a time of great creativity and 

innovation  in  American  design.  Federal  artists  and 

craftsmen  produced  a  wide  range  of  beautiful  and 

functional  objects,  from  furniture  to  architecture  to 

decorative arts. The Federal style is still popular today, 

and  it  can  be  seen  in  many  homes,  businesses,  and 

public buildings throughout the United States.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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